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NATURAL HISTORY. 


Arvr.1. The Natural Hifory of the rarem Lepidopterous Infedts of 
Georgia. Including their fytematic Charaders, the Particulars of 
their feveral Metamorphofes, and the Plants on which they feed. 
ColleSed from the Obfervations of Mr. Fobn Abbot, many Years 
refident in that Country, by James Edward Smith, M. p. F. R. $. 
&c. 2 Vols. Folio. 208 pages, and 104 plates. Price 21. 25. 
Edwards. 1797. 

Tue difcoveries of entomology approach immenfity. Every 
day difcompofes the cobweb 3 Bee. of precipitate claffifica- 
tion, and the fyftems erected on the fragments ot former obfer- 
vation totter already on the ruins. The framer of an ento- 
mologic fyftem refembles a wanderer, who, invited by the over- 
hanging woods and wide-fhading luxuriance of an oppofite fhore, 
miftakes an arm of the fea for a fordable river, enters the current, 
and is irrefiftibly fwept to the ocean: if the claffes of Linné, ftill 
triumphant, rear their heads, and ftand unfhaken, his divifions 
and fubdivifions are crumbling every hour into duft amid the in- 
ceffant fhock of difcovery and new arrangement. ‘The reafon is 
obvious: nature ditated the claffes; tranfient appearances, and 
frequently whim, the fubordinate parts. Of this the genus 
papilio offers indifputable proofs. It’s pompous divifions into 
greek and trojan demigods; the race of Helicon and Parnaffus ; 
into bands of Danai and Nymphal trains, with their gorgeous 
trappings, and attendant Plebeians, proved weak auxiliaries 
in a fyftem of realities; round, angular, indented, tailed wings, 
fcollops and finuofities, enfanguined or variegated fpots, are cha- 
racteriftics too fleeting and uncertain to form divifions, or eftablith 
rank, Accordingly, the catalogues of his fucceflor, armed with 
ampler means of comparifon, broke, and continue to break in upon 
his orders, and to degrade his heroes. Patruclus has leaped 
among the noctue; Achilles, Neftor, Philoctetes, Telemachus, 
and a long &c. now. join the nymphal train of urfulas, and 
Atalantas, who, in their turn, are doomed to give up numbers 
to the new fabrician order of fatyrs. 
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2 NATURAL HISTORY. 


And what has fcience gained by all this fyftematic havoc . Fabri- 
cius himfelf, in the preface to his laft edition, laments the infuthies- 
ency of the fubitituted charaderiftics and divifions; a complaint 
unlikely to ceafe, till the rage of forming fyfiems gives way to un- 
ambitious inquiry, and nature alone 1s fuffered to dictate ; ollit 
be underftoed, that net one fingle fate or final evolution In the 
metamorphofis of the infect, but it’s whole collecied habit, it’s forms 
and changes from the egg to the larva, and from that to the chry- 
falis, mutt determine and rank the papilio. Betore the middle of this 
century, and during the infancy of the fcience, the german Rofel 
felt the importance of this truth, and with philofophic fugacity, 
thouch feantily fupplied with materials, felecied and eftablifhed ¢e- 
neral chara¢teriftics, which, followed even now, would lea’ to genue 
ine and permanent modes of arrangement. His method was improved 
by Sepp; and it will be difficult, from the thoufands fince added to 
their tens, to produce one weil authenticated exception, one well 
attefled infance of a metamorphotis, that fhall contradict or fubvert 
an elem: ntal part of thei fyitem. 
ln this flate of fluctuation, between the burfling of old, 
nd the bubbling up of new theories, the greatett fervice, that 
can poflibly be rendered to the real progrefs of entomology, is the 
collection of the produce of judicious refearches ; and in this re- 
pect, the volumes before us are of the higheft value. What is 
given here are not fragments of knowledge, but the refult of a 
feries of finithed obfervations. If the work allure and delight 
by {plendour of appearance, and uniform elegance of execution, 
it {till more furprizes and initruds by the richnefs and novelty of 
it’s contents, the lucid order with which they are direiled, the 
precifion and vivacity of the defigns, the modefty of method, and 
fpirit of philofophy, that pervade the whole.. But Ict us hear 
the editor himfelf: 
Pref. p.ti.——* The materials of the following work have been 
collected on the fpot, by a faithful obferver, Mr. John Abbot, 
many years refident in Georgia, who, after having previoufly 


, , 
Haselseed th een 
Ge: 


mock ~e metamorphotes of enelifia infeds, purfued his enquirics 
amons thofe of Georgia and the neighbouring parts of North 
Americas The refult of his obfervations he has delincated in a 
fiyle of beauty and accuracy which can fearcely be excelled, and 
has accompanied his figures with an account, as well as.a repre- 
fentation, of the plants on which cach infec feeds, together with 
any Ccircumifances of its manners, times of the different meta- 
preted, 30 ana other interefting particulars. For all fuch facts, 
i a mired pages, the public are entirelyoblized to Mr. Abbot. 
ve pete rae) abacus aaeinent himfelf nor publication, 
have merely Deen digested into fome fort of fivle and order by the 
paraeragh sad een oo y e eee * ais own ina — 
to anfwer for the f rae Ae Pye af = “ ; and wao has intirely 
ment having been lefe alec: ether wo “a - i be & pee me Sgiey 

* The execution of TO age f : Pe ap by Mr Abbot. 
re hte Part of the work has not been without 
Ihe fpecies of lesidoptera. 26 difelavcd in el 
eciton of Fabricius, are fo immentely fe f 25 gle ed in the lait 
meni¢ly numerous, that it requires 
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no fmall ftudy and obfervation to acquire u competent knowledge 
of them, fous to be certain whether any particular infect that 


ase 


may come before us be among them or not. This eo has 
been overcome in a great me: afure by the accefs which has oblig- 
ingly been allowed the editor to the cabinets of the Britith Mu- 
feum, fir Jofeph Banks, the late Dr. Hunter, now Dr. Baillie’s, 
and the late Mr. Lee’s of Hammerfmith, in one or other of which, 

almoit all the new fpecies of Fabricius are to be found, named by 
himielf; while, as to the Linnzan fpecies, the original collection 
of Linnzus has afforded the fulleft and mott certain information. 
Mott of even the new infeéts figured in this work, may be found 
in one or otherof the above cabinets; and all of them in the ex- 
quilite collection of Mr. Francillon, tranfmitted by Mr. Abbot 
himfelf. In the genus of papilio, the editor has derived evreat 
affiftance from his accurate and liberal friend, Mr. Jones of Chel- 
fea, whofe knowledge of that tribe is perhaps unequalled, and 
whofe drawings are themfelves the original authority for many of 
profeffor Fabricius’s recently publifl red papiliones, which were 
ey defcribed from thence alone. 

Wherever any of the infeéts in this work could be detected in the 
init of Fabricius, and it is hoped there are few, if any, of his among 
them, that have not been found out, his trivial names have been 
{crupuloutly retained, except when, as it will be found, weighty 
reafons required achange. In many cafes, the terminations of 
his names have neceflarily been altered, to prevent their clafhing 
with thote peculiar terminations, which Linnaus judictoufly ap- 
propri iated to pecuhar fections of phaleng. Thus, the imperialis 
of Fabricius has been changed to imperatoria, regalia to regidy 
becaufe names ending in a//s belong to phalane pyrales. ‘The 
{pecific characters, however, have not been blindly adopted from 
either Fabricius, or LaBiaiien himfelf, but have all been modelled 
from as wice a contemplation as could be obtained of fpecies na- 
turally akiw ; hence they will be found often more full, and _per- 
haps more ex: ict, than thofe of Linnzus, who knew comparatively 
few lepidopierc, or thofe of Fabricius, who was not particularly 
acquainted with their metamorphoies, knowing them chiefly in 
cabinets, and therefore wanting the great clue to a natural ar- 
rangement. Accordingly, he feems by his preface to this tribe, 
not to be fanguine about his fuccefs in it. His labours in it, 
however, do him creat binenrs and although we do not adopt 
his genera and fub divifions, we admire his acutenefs in chara¢te- 
rizing fpecics. It is only to be regretted, that this illuftrious 
writer could not have had before him at one view, all the {pecies 
he had pa fly defcribed of each genus, that he might, as 
much as poflible, have placed together fuch as were naturally re- 
lated; for in this, his lai pe ublication is, perhaps, more defective 
than i in any other refpect,’ 

The work confiits of one hundred and four fimall folio plates, 
with a leaf of defcription to each, containing the title of the 
infect, the iyn onimes, the text of Mr. Abbot, and the commen- 
tary of the editor, in englifh and french; digelled into two , 
volumes. The defcriptions are preceded by a dedication and 

B 2 preface 
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i ; $, an ious index c s the 
preface in the fame languages, and a copious index conclude 


( . 2 
ae firft volume opens with the genus papilio, comprifing age 
four plates, arranged in the order ot Linne, the fly of “rh ire 
teenth plate excepted, which the editor is inclined to — “- 
non-deicript under the name of p. /atyrus areolatus: im which, 
however, we cannot help recognizing the canthus of Linné and 
Fabricius ™*. lhe collection of f eheit urbdicola, or, as they are 
called, fkippers, 1s very confiderable ; mott in their winged, and 
all in their larva ftate, may be contidered as hitherto non-deicript; 
without excepting the larva of proteus; tor the vague repreien- 
tations of it with the chryfalis, in the work of Merian, deferve 
not the name of heures. 

A magnificent aflemblage of fphinxes follows next. Twenty 
{fpecics completely deferibed and reprefented, if we except only 
the eve, contribute more towards a real knowledge of this genus, 
than a hundred fivures of individuals caught on the wing. Geor- 
cia, ina tew vears, has turnifhed Mr. Abbot with nearly as many 
{phinxes, as all Europe it’s entomologiiis during a century. It is, 
indeed true, that feveral of them inhabit largely, and are known 
to {pread from the fouth of North America over the mexican 
gulph, beyond Guiana; diflinguifhed only from each other by 
more or lefs of fize and vivacity of colour: an obfervation pro- 
bably applicable to all other tribes defcribed here. The leaft local 
of fphinxes feem to be, fph. Carclinat, vitis, crantor, lugubris, 
perhaps rufiica and convolvull. 

We fay, perhaps, becaufe, with re{pect to ruftica, it is 
clear, that the infect reprefented by Merian on tab. v, and 
reterred to by Fabricius, in his Ent. Emend. iv, 366, cannot 
be the fame with the fph. c/ionanti of the editor, Without 
infitting on the enormous difparity of fize, which approaches 
to that of {ph. iatrop/@ in the infect of Surinam, the extreme 
diferepance of larva and chrytfalis in both conftitutes a {peci- 
fic difference. Why Fabricius, after quoting Merian, fhould 
call his rujica, * media,’ would be unaccountable, had he not 
accultomed us to connive at errours of equal magnitude. If the 
feure otf Sulzer and Roemer be the fphinx in quettion, it muft 
be contidered as a fignal variety, ‘The detcription, which Merian 
gives of the manners ot her infect may account for it’s name in the 
ivitems: itinhabited in huge numbers, and laid wafte the fields of 
caflava during her relidence in Guiana. J hough we fhould 


have been better pleafed, if Dr. S. had refufed admittance to the 





, } x i / ° ° . . 
* P. a. f. canthus, alis integerrimis 


si tegerrimis futcis: fubtus primoribus 
' Lt tis quatuor, Pouicis 1enis. Linn. S. N. I]. 768, 120. Hab. 
in Ame ica boreali. Che more detailed defcription of Fabricius 
tae entity of the iniect in queition. 

“il s Kirely time to expunge the Ax yellow pairs of {pots that 
Mi conunue to figure away on the abdomen of this {phinx in the 
. Nems, and to lubdititute Ave. This has efcaped even the eye of 
the editor, though our fly, and even that of Merian, the ftock- 
reterence of quotation, exhibit only that number, 
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fynonimes of Fabricius and Cramer, we applaud his alteration of 
the name. 

With regard to the editor’s fphinx coavolyuh, it is with reluctance, 
and fill more diflidence, that we propote our doubts on it’s identity 
with the european fphinx of that name ; in our eyes it appears to 
anfwer in every refpect to the cingulata of Fabricius * We 
agree, that colour alone cannot alw ay s conilitute fpecilic differe nee: 
the {phinx nerii of Piedmont, and the german onc, flenderly vary 
in the tinge of their under wings, though they are und oubtedly 
the fame {pecies ; but if the abfence of red in the under wings 
and on the abdomen prevailed on the editor to create a new {pe- 
cies of the {phin x drupiferarum, why fhould fo firiking a difference 
as the whole tinve of the under wings, in the prefent fpecies, be 

rerlooked 2? ‘The defign of the abdominal marks differs likewife 
eff ntiall: ; nothing like the ‘ cinguli,’ obfervable on the american, 
being ever feen onthe european infect; Which is generally larger too, 
that, at leatt, which inhabits the field: ‘of Switze rl ind and Germany. 
We refpect the authority of Mr. Latham; but he would have 
done well, had he named the perfon, or the cabinet, that poffefles 
fuch a curiofity, as an englifh fphinx convolvuli with rofy under 
wings. 

Six attaci conclude the firft volume; a troop lIefs numerous 
than fplendid: of thefe the moft gorgeous, cecropia, polyphemus, 
and Juza, Mr. Abbot informs us, have been fometimes bred from 
the pupa in England. Luaaa has {pread trom North America to 
China, or from China to the Weft. That cecropia fhould not be 
found in Virginia, and be common at New York, is fingular. 
The editor blames that name, unable to diftinguifh any analogy 
between the infect and the city of Athens. We are as unable as 
himfelf to difcover that relation ; but to us the appellatton means 
to exprefs merely eminence, or nobility ; like Promethea, or Io, 
of which the female is yet a non detcript in the fyfttem. Merian 
has aaa fome of it’s kindred on her 6th, 12th, and 22d 
plates 

The narrow limits prefcribed to our review forbid to expatiate 
on the contents of the fecond volume, in every refpect equal to 
the firft. It exhibits the metamorpholis of thirty-fix bombyces, 
fourteen xoclue, and tour geometré ; many of them of the firft mag- 
nificence or fingularity ; fuch as, imperatoria, regia, velleda, ocula- 
tifima, echo, neogama with it’s kindred, vidua, or what we fhould 

call epiope. We cannot, however, forbear congratulating the 





* S. alis integris: pofticis nigro-fafciatis ; bafi fanguineis, mar- 
gine albo punctatis, abdomine cingulis fanguineis atrifque. 
Habitat. in America, v. Robr. 
Corpus cinercum. Thorax linea laterali nigricante. Abdomen 
fafciis alternis interruptis, fanguincis & atris; f{ubtus album, punc- 
tis utrinque quingue nigris. Alz antice cinereo atroque undata, 
unéto medio diftinéto albo, et margine poftico albo punétato. 
Poftice bafi fanguinez, fafciis tribus atris, apice cinerez, mar- 
gine albo pundtato. Subtus omnes fufce. 
B 3 dilettante 
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dilettante and the ffucent on the p eafure and inform it n they 
' aps cect aihelasteded cone 

bout to res ive {rol a 4 lulous pl bidd ana JUGICIOUS 4 n 
templation of fuch an aliemblage of natural curiolitics; and we 
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return our thanks to the publitber, equally for the ipirit de 3 
which he refcucd fo valuable a collection trom obicurity, and the 
}' rfeverance and taite with which hie fuperimtended the execution 
R. 
OT tile whole. 
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A R -. tl. Vi. de Cathe te //, lem heratric > de R uifias ore The Life 
: yoy 1 = ™ 
of Catherine 11, Emprefs of Rujia. 2 Vois. Svo,. about 425 pages 
each. Price 12s, Paris, printed in the fitth Year of the Re- 
puone, (1 "975) and mp rted by De bofie, Gerard otreet. 
° - e . e ae | 
Tue sign ot Catheriue 11 forms an epoch, not only 1n the hiftory 
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of Roflia, but of Europe. Notwithiianding the many crimes of 


e im) 

- © . - . . 
which fhe has been accufed, we find this fame princeis acquiring cele- 
brity to the arms of Ruffia, civilizing a barbarous people, changing 
their cuftoms, and regulating not only their deftiny, but that of the 
furrounding nations. Well authenticated memoirs of fo confptcuous 


+ 


a perfonage cannot fail to be interefting, and the author of thefe 
volumes ailures us, that he lived during fome years within her domi- 


nions, and has been favoured with the communications of feveral 


foreion miniiters, who retided at her court. 
, , 
He begins by a relation of his voyage to the Baltic; and th 


a c ¥ 

of St. Peterfburgh affords an opportunity of defcanting on the talents 
and exploits of it’s founder. ‘The cruelty and barbarity of Peter the 
Great are attributed partly to his education, and partly to the necef- 
fity of appearing to exerctle an unbounded power. Happening one 
dav, foon atter his return trom his travels, to amufe himfelf in a 
{inall boat on the Ladoea, a ftorm arofe, and b ing afraid left he 
{ tld be ov er{ict, he made tor the fhore Irritated, however, tha 
the waves patd non re{pect to an emperor, he immediately fent 
for an execuduioner, and actually iuflidted the punifhment of the Auonut 
on the unceurtly | 

A er anccdote does him more honour. Soon after the ftrelitz 
had | barithed to Altrakan, they wer 


accufed of entering into a 
nwes afte The Rk ere ee ee ee " 

new confprracy. ‘The tzar inftantly repaired thither, and caufed 
‘ ] ho Fr ’ i] . +! ever } . | y 

be arrefiec. He then ordered a number of execu- 
tioners to be affembled, and he himfelf thewed them an exampie, 


4 harn rw? « ] etry hy ' } . a5 ry ~o 2 
by chopping ctf the he of the real or pretended mutineers, as they 


we! | rou, tt ete him In the mid ot this horrible ceereionby, 
a bov about mM . © years ot dge advanced, and placed his head on 
| n biock at which Peter officiated, but initead of {triking 
im with the axe, he feized the youth by the arm, and pufhed him 
away. ©n this the young firelitz proceeded towards another block 
but the tzar, who perceived him, chafed him once more from the 
fatal fpot. As the boy itepped forwards a third time, to receive his 
Voom, (he emperor, in a great rage, demanded w hy he withed to lofe 
nis lite. * You have cut off the heads of my father, my brother, and 

Mauons, Who were no more culpable than mytelf, why then will 
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you not cut ul my bi ad alfot? was the reply. Peter did not fay a 
fingle word, but caufing the child to be removed to a place of fafety, 
he threw away his axe and departed. 

The police of the capital, as may be eafily fuppofed, is uncom- 
monly ‘trict: € there are no talkative politiciaus at the ordinaries here, 
as inthe other r great cities of Europe, who are perpetually embroiling, 
and perpetually pacifying the univerfe. ‘Tacitornity, conltraint, and 
diftruft, prevail ‘throughout - the taverns of Peterfburgh; the g gueits 
are not only afy 0 to repeat, but even to litten to any “thing relative 
to ftate affairs. becaufe they f Pov that the fpies are more numerous, 
vile, and dau~<rous, than the familiars of the holy office. Whoever 
talks about the government and the laws, or concerning either peace 
or war, is informed by Mr. Pleiel *, that, if he intermeddle any more 
ref{pec ting politics, he will be fent to make the tour of Siberia.’ 

Kefore the emprefs Elifabeth afcended the throne of the tzars, fhe 
had been betrothed to the prince of Holftein-Eutin, brother to the 
princefs of Anhalt-Zerbit, who died previous to the celebration of 
the nuptials, ‘The tender regard, which fhe retained during her whole 
lite for her lover, naturally 4 produced: an attachment to his family : 
fhe accordingly married the grand-duke, her nephew, to his niece, 
and it is to this circumftance that Catherine was indebted+for her 
elevation, 

Soon after her firft interview with her future hufband, he was 
feized with the fmall pox, and from being very comely, became 
ordinary, and even difagreeable, in confequence of the havoc made 
by that terrible malady. ‘To this unlucky event 1s attributed her in- 
fidelity to his bed, and, in fome meafure, the fatal catallrophe that 
produced his exit, . 

The grand-duchefs, who had been educated in the neighbourhood 
of the court of the great Frederic, foon evinced an att: achment to 
the fciences and fine arts, and joined to beauty confiderable mental 
attainments; in particular, fhe had a tafte for the lan; guages, and 
could eapetts herfelf with facility in feveral of the living tongues. 
Daring the lite of Elifabeth, if we may believe the account be! fore 
us, this artful and prefumptuous princeis had already formed a party 
again{t her hufband, at the head of which was the grand chancellor, 
Be ftufcheff, an intriguing and unfettled man, and Cyril Razu- 
mofftiky, * whofe fudden elevation would have been aftonithing In any 
other fiate than Ruffia. Cyril was a peafant, who no fooner heard 
of the high favour which his brother the field-marfhal enjoyed at 
at court, than he left the Ukraine, his native country, and arrived 
with his guitar (ba/aleiga) at Peterfburgh, In a fhort time Cyril 
was Created a count, commandant of the guards of Ifmaitloff, hetman 
of the coflacs of little Ruffia, and even prefident of the academy of 
arts and fciences. Equally deftitute of birth and education, Razu- 
mofffky, who was cunning and hypocritical, infinuated himfelf into 
the good graces of the grand-duke, and, although but newly arrived 

t court, betraved that prince with a degree of bafenefs and elfrontery, 
oud of an old courtier.’ 

But the warm conftitution of Catherine, not content: with diftant 
profpects of future aggrandizement, tempted her, if we be to give 





* The minifter of the police, 
4 credit 
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credit to thefe memoirs, to confole herfelf for her prefent antangnion 
ment, in the arms of a handfome young raffian, ot the name o 

Soltikof. chamberlain to her coniort. Being naturally inconfiant, how- 
ever, to him foon fucceeded count Staniflaus Poniatow fky: on whont 
fhe afterwards conferred a diadem, of which fhe alfo deprived him. 

On the demife of Elifabcth, the grand duke afcended the throne, 
under the name of Peter 111; and bis contort, concealing her ambition 
with the mott vigilant circumfpection, atiected to exclaim, § that fhe 
preferred rather to be the mother, than the wife of an emp ror.’ 

The new reign commenced with the nobleft acts of beneficence. 
Peter not only pardoned his own enemies, but thote who had been 
confidered as the enemies of the flate; he accordingly recalied no le{s 
than 17,000 exiles from Siberia. He permutted the nobles to ferve, 
or not to ferve in the armies, as they themfelves were inclined; and 
he enregiftered an oxtaze, or edict, in the rec ords of the fenate, by 
which they were allowed to travel into foreign parts. The nebles, 
on the other hand, overjoyed at being enfranchifed from the fervitude 
they had experienced under his predeceflors, propofed to erect a ftatue 
of gold, in honour of their benetactor, ‘Lheir gratitude, however, 
was but of fhort duration. ’ 

The flate inguifition, exercifed under the name of the privy chancery, 
was at the fame time abolifhcd, and the fpies appertaining to it dii- 
miiled. Thefe great reforms are here faid to have been iuggeited to 
Peter by his aide-de-camp-general and favourite, Ghoudowirfch ; he 
himfelf, indeed, was deeply imprefied with the ambition of doing 

ood, but this noble enthufiafm was frequently checked by vices, the 
natural effect of a bad education. It was after a debauch of five days, 
that Ghoudowitfch, burfting into his apartment, where he was fur- 
rounded by his miftrefs, and a few drunken companions, reproached 
him bitterly for his.difgraceful conduét. On this, the prince de- 
manding what he ought to do, to indemnify the empire for fo much 
mifpent time, received the plan of the decrees alluded to, which he 
initantly tucked under his arm, and ran out in order to read them to 
the fenate. 

In her defigns againft her hufband, Catherine was feconded by two 
powerful bodies, which he had irritated by reforms, in themfelves falu- 
tary, but perhaps injudicious, from the hafty manner in which they were 
adopted. ‘Ihe firit of thefe was the lawyers, the fecond the popes, 
or priefts. A marked preference to his german, above his ruttian 
troops, was another grand errour committed by the tzar. The war 
rpojected againit Denmark, and the negleét of a folemn coronation at 

lotcow, were alfo highly diflerviceable to that unfortunate monarch. 
We are moreover aflured here, that he intended to have deprived Paul 
Petrowitz of the empire, to fhut up his confort for life, and to adopt 
the unfortunate prince Iwan for his heir. 

The greater part of the confpirators are reprefented as adventurers, 
fuch as Odart, an italian, and Orloff, Bibikoff, and Paflick, mere 
foldiers, who had rifen from the ranks. In their attempt to corrupt 
the fidelity of the guards, Paflick was arrefted : as delay would inevitably 
have divulged the plot, they haftened it’s execution the moment they 
were apprized of this circumftance; and Catherine, being brought 
from Feterfhoff, by Alexis Orloff, partly in a carriage, and partly 
in a peafant’s cart, put hetfelf at the head of the infurgents. 
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The Life of Catherine 11, Emprefs of Ruffia. 9 


No fooner had the emprefs acquired the afcendency, than means 
were devifed to rid her of all fears refpecting Peter 11. 

« He had been imprifoned only fix days, when Alexis Orloff, and 
an officer called Teploff, prefented themfelves, and faid that they were 
come in order to announce his fpeedy deliverance, and alfo to dine 
with him. On this, in conformity to the prattice of the north, 
glafles and brandy were introduced, and while Teploff endeavoured 
to engage the attention of the tzar, Orloff infufed a poifonous com- 
pound, procured from a phyfician belonging to the court, into the 
liquor intended for his fovereign, who inttantly fwallowed it without 
hefitation. He foon, however, experienced the moit cruel torments, 
and reproached Orloff bitterly with his crime, when he attempted to 
make him fwallow a fecond glafs. Having called for milk with a 
loud voice, the two monfters once more prefented him the poifon, 
and preffed him to take it, on this a french valet-de-chambre, who 
was greatly attached to him, having come to his affiftance, he threw 
himifelf into his arms, and exclaimed: ‘ it was not enough to prevent 
me from reigning in Sweden, and to bereave me of the crown of 
Ruffia; they want alfo to deprive me of my life!” 

« In the midft of this tumult, the younger of the princes Baratinfky, 
who was the officer on guard, having entered, the fervant was driven 
out of the apartment, and Orlotf, having brought the unhappy prince 
to the ground, preffed on his breaft with his knees, and held him faft 
by the throat, uutil Baratinfky and Tepioff threw a napkin, formed 
into a noofe, over his head, Notwithilanding all this, Peter wounded 
Baratinfky in fuch a manner, as to render the fear perceivable for a 
long time on the face of the traitor; but the unfortunate tzar was 
foon overpowered, and the murderers at length ftrangled him. 

‘ Alexis Orloff initantly got on horfeback, and rode with full fpeed, 
in order to inform Catherine, that Peter 111 was no more. Her 
majefty was juft then about to fhow herfelf to the court, and fhe 
aftually repaired thither, with a tranquil air. Next day, as had 
been concerted, the intelligence was announced in form, while fhe 
was fitting at table; on this fhe arofe and left the apartment, her cyes 
ftreaming with tears. Her courtiers, and the foreign minifters, were 
then difmiffed, and fhe fhut herfelf up for feveral days, during 
which fhe difcovered all the marks of the moft profound grief.’ q 

The corpfe was carried to Peterfburgh, and expofed during three 
whole days in the church of Saint Alexander Newfky. Care was 
taken to clothe the body in a pruffian uniform, and perfons of all 
ranks had the liberty of paying their laft tribute of refpeét, which 
confifts, among the ruffians, in kifling the mouth of the deceafed, 
It is pretended, that the lips of many perfons were fwelled, in con- 
fequence of the violence of the poifon. 

Tn the mean time, great changes took place at court, and many 
of the confpirators were preferred to higher employments; but the 
archbifhop of Novogorod, who had been highly ferviceable duri 
the late commotions, was exiled among his own clergy, and the 
princefs Dafchkoff, who had facrificed her father, fifter, and whole 
family, to the elevation of her friend, whom fhe had accompanied 
during the infurre¢tion, at the head of the guards, drefled in com- 
plete uniform, was refufed the rank of colonel of the regiment of 
Preobaziniky, and in a fhort time after difgraced. 
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No fvoncr had Poniatowiky heard of the revolution, than he pre- 
pared to return to Pete: (burgh, but his approach was interditted, and 
Gregory Orlotf declared the favourite of the emprets. 

« Catherine now purchafed the trumpets of renown. Her praifes 
were proclaimed throughout all Europe, and refounded to Peterf- 
borgh. Her bofom was perpetually occupied with the projects of 
ambition; but even ainbition did not extinguith her ardent detire for 
pleafure. She however knew when to relingutfh it’s allurements, In 
order to occupy her thoughts with the government of the itate. She 
aflifted at all the deliberations of the council, read the difpatches of 
her ambaffladors, and dictated, or noted down the anfwers, entrufting 
she details only with her minifters, and even the execution of thefe 
fhe herfelt fuperintended. 

* In refpect to public affairs, fhe followed a maxim frequently quoted 
by herfelf: ** coniiancy in all our plans is neceflary,” faid fhe, ** for it 
is better to manage badly, than to change our refolutions. Fools 
alone are undecided.” 

We refer fuch of our readers, as are anxious for a more particular 
account, to the work itfelf, which, notwithftanding the faultinefs of 
it’s arrangement, Contains a variety of intereiting documents. 

We have but flightly mentioned the particulars of the infurreétion 
apaintt Peter 111, becaufe we fhall foon have occafion to notice a work 
ot great celebrity, and acknowledged veracity, on that fubject. S. 
Aer. urn. Travels in the Two Sicilies, an d feme Parts of the Apennines. 

Tranflated from the original Italian of the Abbe Lazzaro Spallanzani, 
R Natural l 7 ory in the Univerfity of Pavia, &e. 
four Volumes, Octavo. With ileven Plates. 1490 pages. 


? 


Price 11. 8s. in Boards. Robinfons. 1798. 
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Or all the diferent kinds of books, that are poured in fuch abun- 


dance into the civilized world, none are fo generally captivating 
as voyages and travels. Scenes of nature, whether moral or phy- 
foal, fhetting in quick fucceffion, and defcribed under the compre- 
henfive views of a philofopher, or with the infectious fenfibility of a 
lively and poetic genius, form the moft delightful pictures to the 
derman mind and heart, which cannot remain untouched with the 
’ us appearances of creation inthe natural world, or the various 
ftuatiou, of telow-men ;—travels and voyages relieving the mind 
by variety, and informing the undertlanding by exhibiting different 


ebiecs under a variety of new relations. But, in order to derive 
eiher Gohgut or imformauen from books of this, as of every other 


4 — a . wins ’ . : —- es . . . ~ e 

mc, there muit be a certain congeniality of mind between 
the reader and the wiiter, We find neither the lover of anti- 
quices, of landicape, of anecdotes and gofliping tales, nor yet 


of commercial or fatilical details, in Spallanzani: he is a phy- 
Gologut juilly renowned, even in the prefent age of experiment, 
among natural philotophers in every part of Europe. His expe- 
riments and ot ervations On the vegetable and animal kinedoms ; 
on the reproduction of the different parts of animals; the cir- 
culation of the blood; microfcopical obfervations relative to 
certain fyftems of generation; his experiments on the effects of 
confined air on different animals, and on mould, which he fhows 
to be of the nature of a vegetable ; and his differtations on the na- 
tural 
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Spallanzani’s Travels in the Two Sicidhies, Se. ir 


tural hiftory of animals and vegetables :—all thefe are well known 
to the learned, and even tyroes in the ftudies to which they re- 
fpectively belong. 

Though experiment feems calculated to fatisfy the mind of the 
fincere inquirer after truth much more than reafon or theory; yet 
even in this apparent ftand lard of truth there may be a deception: 
much depends upon the accuracy and penetration of the objferver, 
and, above all, on his candour. Spallanzani, juitly celebrated for 
the firft two of thefe > qualities, is fill more illuftrioufly diftinguifhed 


ad 


by the lait. The principal fource of errour to a {peculative and 
¢ * 

ingenious mind is an — to be carried away by analogy, and 
to miftake refemb!ances for identity. A love of fublimity, and an 


impatience of fu ipenie, precipitate e vigorous but too ardent i imagi- 
nations, to outrun the flow footheps of the procels of nature, and 
to mount at once into efficient caufes. The true philofopher, not 


more anger ting than pa tient, is contented with the inveftigation 
of n: tur: i] caufes ; wi order of nature. ‘he abate S. is fully aware 
of thefe truths: he is conttantly on his guard againft the analogical 


paflion, as appears from all his writings, and particularly from the 
Ta ft chapter in the work before us, on the fithery of a fpecies of 
fhark in the {trait of Mefiina. 

Abate 8.’s experiments are made fairly, without any prejudice 
that migh it bend them to a preconceived theory. ‘They are made 
with coolne{s, and peculiar accuracy and precifion ; and, above all, 
with a remarkable attention to every circumftance, that might be 
urged againit the refult of them. ‘They appear, indeed, at firtt 
fight, to be matters of curiofity, rather than fubfervitnt to any pur- 
pole of utility or of fcience; but if the progrefiion of {cience, that 
is, Of approximating faéts to one another by more and more rela- 
tions, be not! interrupted, there is not one of them but may take 
it’s place in an arch, that fhall fupport fome general law of nature. 

Our ingenious and judicious philofopher in his former ftudies 
attached himfelf to the vegetable and animal kingdoms, which fo 
naturally folicit the frit attentions of the {peculative mind from 
their utility, and from their immediate connection with ourfelves 5 
and the comp! licated organization and laws of which prefent an inex- 
hauttible field of curiofit ty and of contemplation. ‘To quit the ftudy 
of thefe for that of the mineral kingdom, may feem, at firft, to be 
giving up a very: interefting, though difficult, purfuit, for one, 
t! hough lefs interefting, more ‘limple and eafy. But the cafe is other- 
wife: chemiftry and mineralogy, which indeed cannot be ieparated, 

and which may be confidered as one porta form, toa {cientific 
mind, the moit captivating, as well as the moft fublime part of na- 
tural hiftory bec philofophy. If we be intereiied in vegetables 
and animals, we are ftill more interefted in thofe elements, and that 
organization, W wus fit the earth to be a zidus.for fucha variety of 
minute, and even invifible principles of reproduction ; a common 
mother er nurfe to all that participates in either vegetable or ani- 
mal life *. ‘The contemplation of the elements, and their never- 





* The juiinefs, the precifion, and even the philofophical claifiifi- 
Cation of the epithets of Homer are juifily admired; and none of 
bem more iuftly than tl ft 1 ful h C. 
taem more juauy than taat o 1¢ Sow fas Carth, Tae WTIAVELDTY. 
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intermixture, while they pafs from fufion to 
to fufion, elevate the mind to the fub- 
limeft ideas that enter at all into the human mind ; {pace, duration, 
power, exiftence, and neceflary exiltence. And as chemilcry and 
mineralooy are conneéted with the fublimeft, fo they are the moft 
ufeful of all ttudies: they have long been known to contribute to 


* ' 
ceafing revolution and 
folidity, and from folidity 


the improvement of manufaétures; they have of late been * applied 
to acriculture; and with much fuccefs, in the adminiftration of 
gale ~ or what has been called the pneumatic ie licine, to the cure 
of difeafes that have baffled every other moce of treatment. Ses 
therefore. in the courfe of his invettigations, has not obierved an 
aniclimax: the botany and zoology of Buffon were, 1n like manner, 


' f 
»? 
| 


; 1 ; 7 } 4, > t mr > > , 
fore his theory of the earth. But we muit apprize our 


pu 1} 
' { os 5 Lae I 5 S14 ] 
rea icTS. al tile ine Stiiter that, altneu 


) ch the general feature and 
. ‘ + . . ,_~ . “~ . * 1 . 
cons exion of the work betore us is chemico- mineralogical, there 


are ot cven wanting in it feveral entertaining, inftrucive accounts 
of vegetable and av inal productions, as weil 2s of characters, man- 
ners, 2nd cuflom ulation, agricuiture, and commerce. This 
is a general fketch; fa work cf fo conliderable an extent, and 


by {6 illaflrious am autor, we proceed to give a more particu- 
Fi 

riginal object of this publication was a zeal in the author 
for the impr vemen* of the public imperial mufeum of natural hif- 
tory in th iverfi * Pavia. No countries in Europe, the abate 
jultly ob'e,s. in an troduction, could furnifh amore ample and 
valuable coliccsion of volcanic products, than the Phlegrean fie.ds, 

tna, and the. lian or Lipari iiles. He refolved to vifit 
them, «sd enyployed fevcra! ronths in laborious but ufeful refearches. 
* He enceavo ied wo itudy volcanic countries, as mountains fhould be 
ludied. The lithologift who would acquire an accurate knowledge 
of the latter, attentively confiders their ftructure of rock, the 
whole of their huge maifes, the pofition and direction of the various 
parts or flrata which compoie them, and the intertexture and rela- 
tions of thofe ftrata. Fire, in conjunGion with elaftic gafes, has 
formed whole mountains and iflands; but all of them have not been 
produced in the fame manner, nor are they compofed of the fame 
fubflance.” “Yo reuder his refearches more accurate and certain, 
when h urnec to Pavia, he re-examined them with the greatelt 
caro. pot only with the naked eye, but with the aid of the lens. Ve- 
fuvius, A:tna, the Eolian ifles, and Iichia, are large mountains 
formed of rocks, which have undergone liquefaction, and fometimes 
a true viirincation. What fire can we produce equivalent to thefe 
effects: S. determined, if poflible, to afcertain the precile degree of 
heat necetfary to produce them: for which purpofe nothing could 
be better adapted than the pyrometer of Wedgwood, From the 
ule of tus pyrometer he concluded, that a greater heat is ufually 
kept up tm tie g:ais furnaces of Pavia, than is neceffary for the 
fution of ¢ us. “Phough the blow-pipe did not, in general, greatly 

nie 


conduce to the fuccefs of his experiments, he fometimes found it 








* Particularly by the earl of Dundonald and Mr. Kirwan. 
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ufeful. In fome cafes he likewife had recourfe to the affiftance of 
fire excited by oxygenous gas. What is the activity, in general, 

of volcanic fires? has been a queition long agitated : fone afferting 
that thefe fires are extremely active, and others that they are very 
feeble, while all endeavour to fupport their opinion by facts. Our 
author declares in favour of the extreme adtitivity of fire, in thofe 
eruptions, fed by powerful gafes, and am ong others, the gatifica- 
tion of gl: us : but, he thinks it probable, that, in the more terrible 
ejections, another agent much more energetic occurs ; water, prin- 
cipally that of the fea reduced to vapour. ‘This curious and important 
point is treated at length in chap. xxi. The vacuities, infations, 
and tumours, which volcanic ejections frequently retain in a flate of 
congelation, can be afcribed only to the elatticity ef thofe gafes, 
while they are ina {tate of liq: lidity. 

In the voleanized countries, in which our author travelled, ¢ there 
are four craters fill burning: Veluvius, /2tna, Stromboli, and 
Vulcano. ‘to all thete four, from an ardent defire of obtaining 
knowledce, he wifhed to make anear approach. By Vefuvius this 
with was not gratified ; but Aima was more condefcending, though 
incomparably more formidable ; and a fimilar good fortune attended 
him at Stromboliand Vulcano. The clear and diitinét view he had of 
thefe three craters was equally pleafing and inftructive’. 

Having made the circuit of the Phlegrean fields, the Eolian 
ifles and Etna, he returned to Pavia, taking in his route Orbi- 
tello, Comacchio, and other lakes, for the purpofe of making 
obfervations on eels, and particularly the manner of their gene- 
ration. 

In the prefent accurate ftate of our knowledge relative to aéri- 
form gafes, it is too little to fay, and to prove, that the caufe of 
the various — appearing on the furface of the ground, is 
hydrogenous ga The following are the principal inquiries 
which S. ty it neceflary for him, as a naturalift, to make, 
with refpeét to thefe fires, and fuch objects as may have a relation 
to them. 

Vol. 1, p. xlvi.—* Firft, to examine the ftruture and compofi- 
tion of thofe mountains; and here I fhall incidentally have occafion 
to {peak of Cimone, not far diftant from Barigazzo, and the highett 
mountain of our Apennines. 

‘ Secondiy, carefully to remark the qualities of each of thefe 
fires, and the phenomena accompanying them. 

Thirdly, to compare thefe fires nourifhed by natural hydroge- 
nous gas, with thofe produced by hydrogenous gas procured by 
me 

‘ Fourthly, to make a rigorous analyfis of the hydrogenous gas’ 
of the fires of Barigazzo and the other neighbouring places, by 
means of the chemical mercurial apparatus ; and to carry to thofe 
Alpine heights veffels to contain the different aériform fluids, and 

nitruments neceflary for thefe analyfes. 

‘ Fyfthly, to make the fame analyfis of the earths from which 


thefe fires arife. And here I maft obferve by the way, that having 


made at Barigazzo an excavation of fome depth and fize, in order 
to 
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to obtain the earth pure ; the fires multiplied fo much, and became 
fo powerful, that, after | had left the place, the hollow was em- 
ployed as a furnace for lime, and lime-fone as perfectly burnt in it 
as in furnaces prepared for the purpoie. ey 

‘ Sixthly, to examine what may be the matters generative of this 
inexhauftible fupply of hydrogenous ga ; which has been fo long 
continually developed; it being certain, from authentic documents, 
that thefe fires have burned for a century and a half.’ 

In one, perhaps more future numbers, we fhall endeavour to 
make our readers better acquainted with this valuable publication, 
by more extracts, accompanied by occaiional obfervations. H. H. 


Art. 1v. 4 Sketch of Modera France. Ja a Serics of Letters to @ 
i 1a; of Fajbion. Written i 1796 and 1797, auringa / our th roue h 


‘ Dios les i ~" j WV. . er th cra 
France. by at Lady. maited DV \U. Ls. IWLOOGCVY, LLeDe F.Acde 
+ 1. . 1 K. aa ® | > F : +" . T .* + Y., e. J 7 F 
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FrANcE is certainly, at the prefent moment, a very intereiting 
countrv. The curious obierver of man cannot fal to inquire, 


with much anxiety, what have been the effects, upon the 
tants of this great country, of a total change of fyftem both civil 
and religious, and‘a war the mot deiiructive and terrible of 
recorded on the annals of mankind. 

The lady, who has, favoured the public with this ¢ Sketch, 


has done fomething toward fatisfying the curofity of the people 
. . . . ng " al ’ ~ . as , 
of this country, concerning the preient late of Frances; and we 


give her full credit for what is the moft eilential requilite in a 
traveller, itrict impartiality. 
From Calais fhe crofled the country to Paris; from Paris 


fle went into Switzerland ; and thence travelled through Savoy 3 
. . . . . 7 

fo that fhe enjoyed a fair opportunity for extentive and various 

obfervation. She every where found attention paid to agricul- 


ture, the foil well cultivated. In many places the ceremonies of 
the ancient religion were recularly attended ; the people, w 
ever were their opinions, feemed to exprefs them with : 


er 
— 
om ° 
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dom, if ever fo hoilile to the prefent order of things ; and fhe per- 
ceived no inftance of any injury arifing to them trom this indul- 
gence of the tongue. 

Ot the d: folation, which war has fpread over fome parts of the 
country, fhe peaks with proper feeling and energy; deploriag 
the general miichiefs of this {courge of the human 


A > 
he race, mm very 
{uitable terms. 


: Various anecdotes are introduced, which tend to itlufrate the 
Cnaracters of indiv idual 9 ANd the general feeiin fs ana to ¢ nhliven 


and make more pleafant this entertaining narrative. 
Our readers will be gratified by the perufai of the 
paflages, which prove, that the atheifin of 6 
being general, 
P. 147-——* As we entered St. Sulpice, mafs was performing to 
reine oe apparently devout, congregation. They wefe 
oO engaged, that our prying eyes did not dilurb them. We 
ferved that the different chapels a ay difies: saan 


following 


ar from 


in of the parilians is f 


feveral of 
which 
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which were once richiy ornamented, had fuffered materially by 
the rude hand of innovation, having been defpoiled of almoft ail 
their valuables. The aitar-piece, however, remains untouched. 

* Nor is this the only church where ferviee is regularly per- 


a 


. ‘ . . , . R . ‘ yt . 
formed. iieiigion 1s not here, asthe enemics of the revolunoa 


have reported, altogether fet alde. There are no lets than thirey 
churches re-etiabliti ms in this metropolis, belices many private 
oratories, (as they are called,) where fervice is performed by 
pricits ajermentes, that is, by thofe who have taken the lett oath, 
modified by a decree of the government. It is conceived 1g the 


following terms; for I have taken a hiteral copy, in order to be 
exact.—-‘* Je reconnois que luniverfalite de citoyens trangais et 
le fouverain; ct je promet foumifion et obs ilance a la republic*.” 
Numbers, we were aflured, had taken this oath, and were now, 
in confeguence, in the undilurbed sscureite of their clerical fune- 
tions.’ 

The following account of the conduct of the direor giving 
epmrence to all th ic who choofe to petition or complain to him, in 
the auc lence -chamber, 1s very interefting. 

p. 168—§ Ina few minutes the director (Carzot) entered the 
apartment, wearing the grand coitume, allo @ la Vandyke, tuperb 
and extremely coftly. As toon as he prefented himfelf, the men 
uncovered, and a kind of Sent refpect feemed to diffufe ittel€ 
round the room; which could fearcely have been carried to greater 
length in the old regime; the appearance of flate and the number 
of the militar y difperfed in various parts of the apartments, may 
probably, in’ fome degree, influence the minds of the people. 
Splendor and magnificence commonly produce this effect, and 
hence refults the pro} priety of a magiflrate wearing an appropriate 
dignified crefs when ia the execution of his | hich office. The im- 
preifions of ref {pect | ftamped on the mind of the vulgar by the fame 
perion, in fearlet robes trimmed with ermine, and in a brown coat, 
bob-wig, and dirty boots, would be very difierent. 

‘ The petitioners draw near the director, and are prefented by 
the principal huifier, one by one. He takes the pe titlons, reads a 
part, inquires into the caufe of rheir gricvances; and the anfwer, 
a week after, is found in an office ere a for that purpofe at the 
bottom of the grand ftaircafe, called l’afice des renfetgnemens*. As 
foon as the whole of the petitions have been received, one of the 
huifiers demands aloud, whether there be any perfon defirous of 
{peaking to the director, when being anfwered in ths negative, he 
retires, and the people difperfe. 

¢ One trait which gave me ingular fatisfaction, was the manner 
in which he attended to all, though more par ticula irly to the for- 
rowful tale of a wretched-locking » pai who had two children 
with hee and one atthe breait. ‘This poor creature was the widow 
of a foldier, who had lately fallen ior his country, and left her 
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defitute. Twice he heard her melancholy ftory, and then bade 
her (eat herfelf near the fire, until he could determine fomething 
ip her favour. This I thought foreboded a good heart, and Iwas 
pleated with the man: but the appearance of the woman was, in 
one refpect, truly rifible, forming a fingular contrait by her rags 
and tatters with the beautiful ornaments that furrounded her; for 
the apartment is precifely the fame as when inhabited by moniieur, 
not any of the furniture having been removed.’ 
Ve need not apologize for inferting the following extracts. 

p.243.—* At our return to the inn, [at Bonnevand, in the 
mountains of Jura] finding every thing in readinefs, we imme- 
diately fet off, in fpite of the fnow, which now began to fall 
afrefa; and fearcely had we proceeded feven -or eight englifh 
miles, along a good road, hned with cottages, that had an ap- 
pearance of comfort and plenty,—to judge by the quantity of 
wood heaped up in the covered hovels attached to each habitation, 
ample provifion of maize under the projecting roof, whole win- 
dows, and good firesy—than we overtook (at the bottom of a 
ficep afcent cut through a foreft, pendant, as it were, on the 
declivity of a hill; whilft, hard by, a rapid torrent came tumbling 
from rock to rock, foaming and dafhing with a horrid notfe) a 
confiderable body of troops ot xbout five thonfand, 

‘ Thefe were on foot,—captains, heutenants, and privates all 
indiferiminately walking together, except three of the officers, 
who were on horfeback, and whom we afterwards found to be 
of {uperior rank. 

‘ The badnefs of the road compelling us to keep near them, 
we had sn excellent opportunity of examining them thoroughly ; 
and though they were in a pitiable ftate, being covered with 
fnow, and indifferently clothed, yet could we fee, that nearly 
the whole corps, who, by their dialect, we judged to be either 
provengais or trom fome other part of the fouth of France, con- 
hited of young men, who, regardlefs of the feverity of the wea- 
ther, were making the beit ot their way to the army of Italy, 
chaunting with all their might the well-known patriotic air des 
Marfeiilors 
_* Thus we were ftrongly efcorted acrofs the foreft: but what 
furpriied us both, and more particularly our friend, was, the 
fmall quantity ef baggage that accompanied the corps, which, 
though conhderable, did not exceed ten w aggons ; a mode fo to- 
ee ee on ys “> — hing, that we could not 
affured us, that this maneér we Sey co avaie ree . pr — 

manner Was now generally adopted through- 
out the frenel armics, it having been tound preterable to the 
ane awe, conseying arturo ules luggage, which 
id he: © von fee a y i g eat impediments = betides,” 
adiied he filing. ** ex cir a aoe then ed wardr abe, 

—* g, “to judge by shar of our foldiers, is neither 
Weichty nor voluminous.” 
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detachment of troops, confitting partly of huflars and partly 
dragoons. Of the former, fome were on foot, but of the latter, 
none; on the contrary, they were particularly well mountedy 
and mofily young men, except the commanding officers, who 
appeared to have feen much: ferrice, and had, as we were told 
w neve we flept, ferved under the old regime. 

Thefe poor fellows, who nearly all bore fome vifible marks, 
ie {cars or wounds, of having dreadtully fuffered; and who, 
from their drefs, each wearing an helmet, to which was fixed a 
kind of horfe’s tail, that flowed negligently on their fhoulder, 
that gave them a mott martial appearance, had ferved under 
Moreau in Germany, and were in fact juli returned from thence. 

‘ When arrived at the inn, a poor miferable looking houfe, 
which, from being the only one of that kind in the village, was 
of courfe the general rendezvous, we were fhewn an apartment, 
which we found occupicd by a refpectable veteran, with his wife 
and daughter. Wifhing not to intrude, we declined going in, 
but he politely inviting us to join his party, we acquiefced. 

As we were waiting for fomething being ferved by way of 
aaa, this old militaire amufed us with the following recital: 
—RHe told us, that he belonged to a corps of artillery ;—that for 
a number of years he had fupported the fatigues of a military 
life with the fpirits of youth, ** and I dare add, * faid he, rai ing 
his voice, ‘« with the perievetange of a veteran, braving various 
difficulties ; but alas! having of late had the misfortune of being 
wounded in Mereau’s memorable retreat,—a retreat,”’ addrefling 
himfelf to our friend, *¢ that muit ever eternalize. that young 
general,—TI procured permiffion to join my family until | fhould 
be recovered, and from w hom this cruel war bas for a long time 
debarred me. It is true,” added he, feeing the tears trickling 
down his daughter’s cheeks, ** we were in hopes of peace, and 
then | fhould have made a longer ftay with them: but this is over, 
—my country calls,—and though you fee the whole of my fae 
mily, I mutt and will obey.”’ So faying, he got up aad walked 
about the room, in order to conceal a flarting tear; then re- 
fuming his teat, feemed more compofed, and continued by telling 
us, that his corps, with others, were now on their march to join 
the army of Italy, in crder to make the regular fiege of Mantua, 
** and ere long,” faid he, ** you will hear that we have fuc- 
ceeded ; for fince the emperor refufes to accede to moderate proe 
pofals, war muit.be continued, and he wil! have caufe to repent ; 
Be Go that an old foldier of feventy-two tells you fo.” 

-413.—* While our friend was arranging the neceffary prelimi= 
seri its, we Were entertained with the following little incident. 

The fcene, which was truly fingular, and to me novel in the 
extreme, will give you an idea what progrefs this revolutionary 
{pirit has made in moft of the fmall towns that hie contiguous to the 
frontiers of this country, and how greatly it has impregnated the 
riling generation. 

‘ A little group of ragged urchins, the eldeft of whom Iam 
certain had not attained his twelfth year, were engaged in a mock 
conteit. At firit 1 thought ita real quarrel, but as there was 
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fome humour and pleafantry about them, I concluded that it muff 
be play, and afked a perfon who was pafling what they were about. 
With extreme gravity I was anfwered, that they were a party of 
young sacobins, who, to ule his own words, °° étorent dans ladle 
4 srganifer le burcau*;’’ and at that ‘moment fettling who was to 
be prefident. My curtolity was roufed, and I turned wath trefh 
gtrention to obferve this mock conteft, which was carried on in a 
fiyle truly ludicrous. As there was no appointing 2 prefdent to 
the {atistaction of all parties, 1t was unanimoully decided to enquire 
the ages of the party, and fix on the me/? ancient. This point de- 
termined, the sve youngef were chofen /ecretaries; when aimoit 
inftantancoufly the prefjdent, tattered fecreraries, and tribe et ragas 
muffins ran acrofs the road, feized an empty wheel-barrow, and 
turning it topfy-turvy, the prefdent was placed on it, the fecre 

taries on each fide, whilit the reit took their refpective flands al} 
around with as mtch gravity as if it had actually been the councs? 
of antients, or the direory itfelf. 

~ * One of the urchins now whifpering the fecretary next to him, 
the Jatter addrefled the pretident aloud, ** Prifident, on demande la 
"*"—** Citoven,” replied the other, ** La parole ef? accordée +.”” 
On which the young tattered orator began a long emphatical dil- 
courfe, the purport of which 1 could not define: but furely no 
{peech was ever delivered with more apparent gravity than the 
prefent. When finiffed, the prefident in a moft audible voice 
cried out, ** Crtoyer, tu as bien mérité de la patriez.”’ 

* Of this picture of yivenile republicanifm we had enough, and 
quitted the avhecl-barrow convention, and continued our rovte, 
reflecting on the farce that had jult been exhibited, and on which 
you will not fail to fpeculate.’ 

p. 483.—* The next day, being the firft of Germinal, or the 
rit of March, the time appointed by the new french fyflem for 
the meeting of the aifemblies called § Primaires and Communales, 
throughout France and the attached departments, our new ac- 
quamtance obligiigly accompanied B. to the fpot where the 
meeting was to be held, which was about three miles diftant. 
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¢ * & In the a& of appointing their officers.” 
* + * Prefident, we aik [a member atks] permiffion to {peak.”’— 
«¢ Citizen, permiffion is granted.” 


* 3 “ Cinzen, you have deferved well of your country.” 
* § The citizens, who havea right of voting at thefe affem- 
Dies, are required to have their names infcribed in a public re- 
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neceflary to call revo primary affemblies initead of one. 
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‘ The EieSorel Ajemblies do not take place till the 20th of 
Germinal, or April g, are held in the chef lieu of each depart- 
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Dies, and return the reprefentatives fent to Paris.” 
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¢ They found a vaft concourfe of people, confifting moftly of 
good looking peafants, who had put on their beit clothes on the 
occafion. To judge by une circumiftance, they had made up 
their minds, or more properly had had them made up for them, 
ere they repaired thither; for each of thefe peafants held a flip 
of paper iv his hand, on which were written the names of thole 
they were defirous of choofing: but, as out of 7 or 800 voters, 
perhaps there might not be 100 that could read, it was natural 
to fuppofe that thefe names had been written for them, and if 
fo, how eafy muft it have béen to deceive them, by fubftituting 
one perfon for another, Whether this was the cafe or not it is 
impoilible to fay. 

‘We have been affured, that at ¢//s time the majority of the 
elections in Savoy have been influenced by the prie/hoed,—cures 
having re-entered in numbers. Thefe not having taken the oath 
required by the republic, are forced to fay mafs 1n barns, hovels, 
or where thev can. By this zeal, however, in their fpintual 
vocation they to work on the feelings of the poor deluded in- 
habitancs, that they have them in total fubje¢tion, and ufurp a 
fecret vet powerful influence over them. But as there are few 
evils from whence fome good does not flow, it is fuppofed, that 
hereby the violent revolutionitts, who were the terror of the 
country, will not be returned in the department of Mont Blanc 
as eleclors, nor appointed to any public charge. 

‘ The bufinefs commenced by the commiflary of the executive 
government declaring, that as there feemed to be a fufficient 
number of voters, they might immediately proceed to form the 
bureau or committee, which was done in the billowing manner. 

« At the opening of the fiance, the olde/? voters that could read 
were Called to take their feats at the table; and the mof ancient, a 
refpectable old man of about feventy years of age, with his hoary 
locks and linfey-wolfey coat, was chofen prefident, and three others 
next in age /erutateurs or ferutineers. The pretident then fummoned 
the younger voters, or thofe from five-and-twenty to thirty 
years of age, to approach the table, when three of rhe were 
chofen /ecretaries to this bureau provifaire *, fo called from its being 
Only temporary. This fettled, the hoary prefident rofe, and pro- 
nounccd in the name of the law, the committee properly conftituted, 
which terminates the power of the commiffary of the executive 
government. ‘This prefident then proceeds to declare, that as 
they were now going to elect the definitive prefident, fecretaries, 
and frutizeers, one of his fecretaries would immediately put /’appel 
nominal + for the prefident, confequently he who had a majority of 
voices would be deemed duly eleéted; the two next in number, 
fecretaries, and the fame with refpe& BF mscpiie a This form 
being gone through, the mew/y eleted prefident took the feat of the 
temporary one, the old man and his fate retiring; while 4e, now 
nvefted with power to aé& during the feffion, began by reading the 
article of the french conftitution relative to the police, direétion, 
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and regulation of the primary affemblies, and which directly {pe- 
cifes, thatthe faid police, &c. is under the immediate controul of 
the prefident, and that no matter whatever 1s to be difcufled or 
taken under confideration during the pr. fent fitting, that is foreign 
to the bulinefs of the election. 

«I cannot but admire this reftriaiion. Popular affemblies are 
‘eafily led aftray from the fpecific object of their meeting, and buli- 
nefs is interrupted by loofe and inflammatory declamation. The 
fren¢h have provided againft this evil. ‘They have taken care that 
the primary aflemblies be not {chools for oratory, or difputing clubs 
on the fubjeét of government. They are meetings for bufnc/ig 
not for di/Putation. 

« The prefident then proceeded to call the voters wno were to 
nominate the e/edfors ; and as the canton, our gentlemen attended, 
had aright to fend four, each voter depofited in a vale, for the 
purpofe, the flip of paper already mentioned, containing the names 
of fewr individuals. When this was fnifhed, the fecretaries pro- 
ceeded to the fcrutiny, and as foxr of the citoyens therein fpecified 
were found to have obtained a decided majority, the ele¢tion was 
finally terminated on that day; but on the contrary, had there been 
only rdree, the fame ceremony muit have been repeated until the 
fourth had been fixed on. 

Here ended this bufinefs, which pafied of with the utmoft tran- 
quillity. The prefident, before he quitted the chair, ordered the 
werbal proce/s to be written, and then announced, that on the mor- 
row they fhould again aflemble to elect a prefident of the municipa- 
lity, adminifirators, juftices of the peace, affifjors, &c. Befides thefe 
magiftrates, there is an agent for cach commune, who is alfo elected 
by votes, which are taken a few days after in the town-hall, and 
followed by the nomination of the officers belonging to the national 
guard. For this the moft convenient open place in the commune is 
hxed on, and sere the foldiers appear in order, with their uni- 
forms, &c. 

‘ The whole of thefe elections are annual, and take place on the 
days above {pecified. : 

« B., defrous of feeinz one cf thefe military eleétions, took me 
with him, the day being fine, to the place appointed. We there 
beheld a group of peafants under arms, many of them making the 
mo! groteique appearance imaginable; for in fpite of all their 
military accoutrements, it was difcernible, that they knew better 
how to manage a pick-axe or {pade than a gun. 

* The captain-heutenant, ferjeant, corporal, &€. were nominated 
in rotation, while the others, who had enjoyed thefe poits during 
the year preceding, quietly refumed their ftation among the privates. 
The nationat agent, who is obliged to affiit, then voted thanks to 
thoie who bad fo handfomely retired, after having filled their ref- 
re _ with an: I he drums and fifés then ftruck up, 
eal ie n militia being joined by their wives, fifters, daughters, 

other jemales, they tipped it away on ‘¢ the light fantafiic 


toe, and te rminated this important Dulinels with the Frenchman’s 
faale,—a cance.’ 
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P. 491.—* From Sécheron we have made frequent excurfioms into 
Savoy, and I was firprifed, after the accounts I have read of it, 
to find it fo well cultivated. Its mott refpe&able inhabitants, imita- 
ting the lauda>le example of our englith gentlemen-farmers, make 
agriculture their favourite occupation. 

‘ The names of Alder, Arthur Young, and Marfball, are per- 
fedtly familiar in this country, and are quoted in converfation by .in- 
dividuals whom I fhould not have fuipected to have known that 
fuch learned agriculturifts exifled. They are likewife indebted to 
a fet of learned men at Geneva, who within a fhort time have 
bufied themfelves in compiling a periodical work, fomething fimilaa 
to our Monrhly and Critical Reviews, wherein are noticed the new 
publications that appear in different parts of Europe, and to which 
notices are annexed candid and liberal criticifms. This pamphlet 
does infinite credit to the gentlemen who have undertaken it, as 
they appear to felect for remark thofe books which at the prefent 
moment are of the greatelt ufe.’ 

Our traveller is of opinion, that it is not eafy to form a juft 
judgement of the ftate of political opimion at this time in France; 
for the conceives deceit to be very common to the french charaéter, 
and fhe thinks the politicians im converfation become all things to 
al] men. 

- She fees no dawning of proteftantifm among the french, but 
the power of the pricits has increafed and is increafing; and fhe 
believes the catholic religion will again flourifh in that country. 

_ She fees nothing to admire in the morals of the new french; the 
young feem to think all virtue confits in military excellence, and 
the old in ceremonies and devotion. 

We have read this work with great pleafure; it is the produétion 
of a cultivated and ingenious mind, neither wedded to ariftocracy 
and fuperftition, nor a blind admirer of equality and republicanifm. 

They who give their days and nights to novels may derive 
amufement from this performance, and the politician and philofo- 
pher need not difdain to meditate upon the faéts it records, and 
the remarks it contains. A. Re 
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In a free country, public men have ofren been confidered as 
the property of the nation. To appreciate them we muft become 
acquainted with their charaers, their purfuits, and, if poffible, 
with their motives. Without this, our cenfure would mott likely 
prove unjutt, and even our praife' would be indifcreet. Burt let us 
attend to what our.author jays in his preface s * The reputation 
and condu&t of great men, who have filled high fituations in the 
C3 ftate, 
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fate, muft always be interefting to the nation. The hrwes of 
fuch perfons can never be too frequently read and fuded ; nor 
ean any injury happen, where truth only 1s the guide of the 
writer. } 

‘ Of thefe anecdotes the editor begs leave to fay, that he is not 
eon{cious of having advanced a fingle untruth; that very few ot 
thein have been printed before; that it has been his wifhs and care 
to avoid whatever is to be found in other books, except in two or 
three inftances, where he has been under the neceflity of con- 
necting the facts. 

‘ There is noimpropriety in the publication; becaufe every part 
of it relates to public men and to public meafures. Jt is not lefs 
juftice to the great charatters themifelves, than it 1s to the public 
to communicate them. A faiftidious fecrecy of meafures and mo- 
tives, in matters of public concern, when the events and their 
confequences have totally ceafed, lord Bacon denominates a fup- 

efion of truth, hiftory, and character. The appendix,’ he 
adds, ‘ coniifts of papers; fome of which are original, others are 
explanatory of paffages in the work, and all of them are now flo 
extremely fcarce, that it would be very difficult, if not impofiible, 
to procure them.’® 

The firft character here introduced is that of the duke of Grafton, 
one of thofe, who, if not incorrectly, are at leaft unconititutionally 
faid, * to be born to the creat offices of the itate.? The tollowing 
quetation affords ample matter for reflection: Vol. 1, p. 2. ‘ When 
his grace had attained the age prefcribed by law, tor taking his 
feat in the hereditary council ot the nation, he joined the body 
of great, popular, and dignitied perfons, at that time called the 
minority, which confiied of near two-thirds of the firft rate families 
ot England; who had affociated together to oppofe the deitruc- 
tive meafures of the king’s favourite. No circumftance could be 
more honourable to himfelf than this early mark of his attache 
ment to thofe principles, which had made the revolution neceflary, 
and the confequent introduction of the hanoverian fuccefhon. 
He jaw all thote principles violated, by the conduct of the earl of 
Bute; for it mutt not be forgot, that the earl of Bute’s fyitem of 
government, which has been continued by other hands, and al- 
though it has fumetimes been interrupted, yet it has always re- 
vived, has been the true fource and caufe of all the difturbances 
at home, and difgraces abroad, which have dillinguithed the pre- 
tent reign. “Lhe ditiinction was never worth afcertaining, whether 
Jord Bute held the reins of government in his own hands, or in 
thoie of bis delegates; nor are the periods of his influence worth 
a figure in chronology, it they did not ferve to fhow the vanity 
c f tome men, who thought themfelves minifters in thofe years, 
when he governed the clofet as abfolutely and entirely as when 
he openly held the firtt offices of the ftate ; and when he abdicated 
tne government, he gave the key of his fecret influence, and the 
fyftem of his theory, to thofe perfons to whom he had given his 


es ; who may, indeed, be faid to have fometimes exercifed 
their power with more addrefs, but certainly not with lefs mif- 


chief,’ 
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‘The author apologizes for the duke’s condué in refpe& to the 
proceedings againit Mr. Wilkes; he alfo fully exculpates him 
trom fome of the accufations adduced by Jumius, and adds pers 
haps the beft eulogium he could have chofen, in the following fhort 
fentence: p. 25. * Notwithftanding the feveral offices the duke had 
filled, and the extenfive patronage he had poffeffed, yet at ne 
time did he fecure for himfelf, nor for any of his children, al- 
though he has had a numerous family, any place, penfion, or 
reverlion whatever.” It may be added, that his grace did mot 
participate in the guilt of the american war, and had no concern in 
the origin or management of the prefent. 

As much celebrity is {till attached to the letters of a popular 
writer, alluded to above, and his name feems to be itill a fecret, 
we fhall make noapology for introducing the following paflage: P.1 56 

‘ The bold affertions and keen invectives with which the papers 
of ** Junius’” abounded throughout, contributed greatly to their 
popularity and fame. They were occationally attributed to lord 
Sackville, to the right hon. W. G. Hamilton, to the right hon. 
Edmund Burke, to John Dunning, efg. and many others, but 
without the leait ground or foundation in truth. It is to be ob- 
ferved of them, that all parties are attacked in them except the 
Grenvilles. During their original publication, the writer lived 
in Nortolk-ftreet in the Strand, and not in affluent circumftances, 
but he did not write for pecuniary aid. He was a native of Ire- 
land, of an honourable tamily, and of Trinity-college, Dublin. 
He was at one time intended for the army, and at another for the 
bar; but private circumitances prevented cither taking place. 
Perhaps no man poffeffed a ftronger memory. He trequently 
attended parliament, and the courts in Weftminfter-hall. And 
fomctimes he committed to paper the {peeches he had heard. There 
are fome of lord Chatham's fpeeches on the american war, printed 
in the ** Anecdotes of lord Chatham’s life,”? which were taken by 
hin; and they are allowed by all thofe perfons who heard them, 
to be accurate even to minutenefs. They want nothing but the 
dignified adtion and eye of the noble earl, to give them their origina} 
force and energy. When the public difcontents concerning the 
Middlefex election, and other meafures had abated, he ceafed to 
write; which was about the clofe of the year 1771. However 
towards the end of the year 1779, he refumed his pen; and 
®rote a number of political effays, or Ictters, which he entitled, 
** The Whig.”? They were printed in one of the public papers 
of that time. There were eighteen ot them; but there being 
no fir William Draper to call them into notice, they died, with 
the other papers of the day. In compofition they are not inferiot 
to his former papers. The reader will find fome extracts from 
them, in the appendix, article a. In the year 1791, he went to 
Madras with lord Macartney, to whom he had been known in Ire- 
jand; and there he died,’ 

The characters of the dukes of Leeds, and Dorfet, if the artis 
cles alluded to may be fo called, contain but little worthy of 
notice: the following anecdotes, however, in chap. 4, will pros 
bably be deemed curious. 

C4 2.43. ‘ Duke 
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r. 43.——' Duke of Rutland. 

¢ This noblé duke, while at Cambridge, wrote two pamphlets. 
One was called an eflay on the mortality of the foul;”” the other 
wos entitled, ** a defence of modern adultery.” N either of them 
were ingenious; but they are fufficient to rank his grace amongtt 

ithors. 

Pe rhe only circumftance of his juvenile merits (for he died while 
a young man) that can with propriety be noticed here, TS, that his 
grace was accidentally the obtainer of Mr. Pitt’s firit feat in par- 
liament. When Mr. Pitt failed in his firft attempt on the uni- 
verity of Cambridge, he had no profpect of fuccceding elfewhere. 
A dav or two after this failure, the duke of Rutland mer the earl 
of Lonfdale (then fir James Lowther) in St. James’s ‘treet, and 
immediately accoited him, with afking his lordthip, as 1 favour, if 
he could poffibly make room in any of his boroughs to bring his 
young friend Mr, Pitrsnto parliament, who had juii loit his elec- 
tion for Cambridge. Lord Lonidale, who had always done thefe 
things in the molt liberal manner, without Mipulating any con- 
ditions inthe manner of voting, (as with governor Johnitone and 
others, whole votes he never reiirained) complied with the duke’s 
requeft, and broughtin Mr. Pitt for Appleby, at the general elec- 
tion in the vear 1780. 

¢ If this accidental meeting in the public ftreet had not hap- 

ened, it is probable that Mr. Pitt had not been m parliament, or 
at leaft not for fome time. 

¢ And Mr. Pitt, in return, made fir James Lewther earl of 
Lonfdale, and the duke of Rutland lord-lheutenant of Ireland.’ 

Notwithilanding the delicate manner in which this is told,’ it 
contains 2 bitrer Ptire on the fyftem introduced by the dorough- 
mongers, who can, however, claim but little merit in being gene- 
rous with the property of other men. 

After a melancholy inftance of the felfifhnefs of modern patrioti/m 
in Ireland, and fome particulars refpeéting the notorious bribery 
made ufe of in the lait fcortith parliament, the author proceeds 4s 
follow Se 

p. 118 —* In later times another kind of influence has been 
introduced. We have one authentic inflance of it. Upon 
the death of lord Cathcart, in the year 1776, his office of 
firit lord of police was given to lord March, now duke 
o! Queenfberiy ; who refigned his place ot vice-admiral of 


Scctland; the duke of Gordon applied for the latter place for - 


his ‘brother, lord William Gordon, who was not in parlia- 
nent. Lord North, who was at that time minifer, anfwered, 
that he had no objection, provided lord William could obtain a feat 
s{Urlitsamene - - nity ; , , 

in parliament. An opportunity of that kind did not then occur; 
upee waich lord North fuggetied, that lord George Gordon 
might vacate for his brother. This lord George refufed to do; 
at E Paptones is fact in the houfe of commons, on the 13th of 

april, 1578. he place was giv | 

pri, 128. ‘T e lace was given to lord Breadalbane. Lord 
: a“ Vincicated himfelf by fayine (not jn parliament) ** that he 
ldarighttoe t ioe wer 

ee expect, that an ofice werth 1000!. per annum fhould 

get a vote in parhament.”’ 


Chap. 
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Chap. x (I11 contains a variety of particulars refpecting * Me- 
moirs of Great Britain, by fir John Dalrymple.’ It appears, that 
his prefent majeity permitted fir John to have accefs to certain 

apers, and he feems alfo to have patronized a work, that res 
flected on the englifh patriots who oppofed the tyranny of 
Charles ir. 

The late lord Mansfield enjoys but little of the author’s eftleem: 
on the other Hand, lord Camden is praifed for his adherence to 
conflitutional principles, and lord ‘Temple for his fteady attach- 
ment to the caule of the people. Vol.11. p. 27. 

‘ Lord Temple’s fpirit and firmnefs’in fupport of the caufe of 
Mr. Wilkes, whofe caufe was that of every man who had any reeard 
for conititutional liberty, deferved and met with,’ fays our author, 
‘the highet applaufe from every part of England. it was his purfe 
which carried on the feveral law fuits againft the king’s metien- 
gers and others. It was his liberality, munificence, and activity, 
which decided this great caufe in favour of the public. The caufe 
snuit have junk unc der the weight of minitterial influence and op- 
preflion, if it had not been fup ported by his intrepidity and pere 
feverance. In this he was alone—even Mr. Pitt thought his fpirit 
was too high. But it it was a fault—i¢ was a virtuous tault—it was 
a fault in behalf ot the people ;—whofe caufe upon all occafions, 
he dearly loved and chertthed. When Mr. Wilkes was committed, 
his lordihip offered to bail him in any fum; if one hundred thou. 
fand pounds were required, he declared his recognizance was 
ready. 

¢ This public efpoufal of Mr. Wilkes, brought upon his lord- 
fhip the moit diitinguifhed marks of mintfterial infult and malice ; 
yet fuch was his complacency to the neceflary dignity of govern- 
ment, that he permitted the firft lord of the treafury to be re- 
elected forthe town of Buckingham, ratherthan fuffer the king’s 
firft minifter to mendicate a feat in parliament. His mind was in- 
fluenced by public confiderations, not by perfonal ones. Few 
men’s characters have been more miflaken, or more mifreprefented 
than his lordfhip’s. When a great perfonage faid of him, ** that 
he was undoubtedly a great man, but that he loved to embarrafs go- 
vernment,” he only fhowed that he had been mitinformed. No 
man could be more zealoutly attached to a conititutional govern- 
ment than he was; but he detefted with fervency and fincerity, 
a government of fecrecy, hy pocrify, and treachery.’ 

His brot! her, Mr George Grenville, was made of more pliant 
ftuff, for he feems to have been ready to enlift with any party, and 
was careful to fecure for his family a rich revertion (a tellerthi ip 
of the exchequer) which is at this prefent moment enjoyed by 
wee fon. 

- 74-——* When lord Bute refigned the place of fir’l lord of the 
‘elt ifury, Mr. Grenville was appointed his fuccetlor on the 16th 
of april, 1763: the fortuitous circumitances of the times placed 
him in this fituation; which, though he filled with integrity and 
unblemithed honour as a gentleman. he wanted that {pecics of 
arom which is moit ufeful to a minifter—a comprehenfive mind. 


e had been bred to the law; and had he beep permitted to con- 
tinue 
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gimuc mm that ime, there is no vain opinion lazarded in Oeiing a 


probable conjecture, that he would have committed to pottenty 4 
more honourable character than either | lord Hardwicke or lord 
Mansfield. But lord Cobham thought otherwife, and made him 
a itatefman: when his igh joined the Pelhams in the year 
1744, Mr. Grenville was made a lord of the admiralty ; ; therefore 
be could no longer appear at the bar. But there is fomething in 
the habit or practice of the genticmen of the law, which fromm to 
confine the mind to diltinct points ; whether it is from the cafes of 
individuals claiming their daily attention, or the peculiar contrac- 
tion of their ftudies, certain itis, that fearecly one lawyer in at 
ave can be called a politician, though io many aflume the name. 
They are too apt to hint their principles and ideas to the focus of 
an act of parliament. In the great debate on the repeal of the 
american tlampact, Mr. Grenville maintained the narrow ground 
of a legiflative authority ; lord Chatham took the broad eround 
of conititutional right. Even Mr. Knox, who had obligations to 
Mr. Grenville, and was confequently partial to him, {peaks very 
coldly of his general knowledge. His words are thefe: ‘* he 
(Mr. Grenville) was not well acquainted with the internal 
tate ot Ireland, and he knew tutill lefs ot the circumftances of the 
american colonies.”” This is not very hke the language ot a 
friend, whatever it may be ef candour. 

¢ The principal features of Mr. Grenville’s adminittration are 
the periccution of Mr. Wilkes, and the oppref fion of North Ame- 


therot whih can, perhaps, be ttrictly called his own, 
Ret it was not unwi atter his death that it was authentically known 


meafures had not orteinated with himfelf; that they had 
uceetied to him by others—by the contidents of Carlton- 
houie, 2nd the confidents of lord Bute. So true it is, that mi- 


ers have becn feduced into paths without feeing the hand that 


i them. A curious tact alluded to above is more fully authen- 
ticated on p. &4. The american fiamp-act forms the other 
prmecinal feature of ‘Me Grenville’s adminiiiration. The great 


zeal with which he detended this act, gave rife toa general opinion, 
that the act was! 


is own meafure ; and j it was not until feven years 
aitcr Jas death, that the public was undeccived in this matter. 
On the ftteenth day of may, in the year 1777, Mr. Charles Jen- 
vho bad been private fecretary to lord Bute, and is now 
earl ot Liverpoel, fad in the houfe of commons, * that the 
mesiuie of the amp act was not Mr. Grenvilile’s ; if the a& was 

oo One, the merit of it was not due to Mr. Grenville; if it 
vas a baw ove, the errors or the jl] policy of it did not belong to 


fyitis 


an tne two pre ceding pages, we are told, that, immediately on 
re concluilice 1 of the war with France in 1703, ‘afifcheme was 


tormed ot new medelling the governments in Ainerica, in order 
to increaie the power and patronage of the crown,’ and that in 
this meafuve originated the war with America, and. the lofs of it. 
* The prominent features,’ it is added, * of the grand plan were 

first, tO jaile @ revenue in America by act of parliament, 
‘ede apphed to fupport an army, to pay a large falary to the 
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governor, another to the lieutenantegovernor, falaries to the judges 
of the law and admiralty : thus, the whole government, executive 
and judicial, was to be rendered entirely independent of the 
people, and wholly dependent on the minitter. Second, to make 
a new divifion of the colomies, to reduce the number of them by 
making the fmall ones more extenfive, to make them all royal 
governments, with an ariftocracy ineach. This order of arifto- 
crats was not intended to be hereditary, but fomething like the 
lords of feffion in Scotland, for life only. But in a little time 
they would have doubtlefs become hereditary, like the nobility of 
France, whofe origin is fimilar. Amherit was the firit perfon who 
fugeefted the idea of an american peerage ; at one time he had 
thoughts of being created an american peer, with precedency 
of all ] others. 

‘ In order to fupport the military fyftem, which was only the 
bafis of the plan, it was neceflary to create a fund to eftablith a 
revenue, which would foon have been followed by a fyftem of 
corruption. This gave rife to the american ftamp-att.’ 

It is unneceflary to comment on fo execrable a project. It was 
defeated by the fpirit of the americans, and inftead of leading to 
their fubjugation, ev entually produced their independence. 

The remainder of vol. 11 is occupied with anecdotes refpe&ting 
lord George Germain, David Hartley, Jofiah Wedgwood, Dr. 
Benj. Franklin, meflieurs Burkes, and a tew others. 

Vol. 111 contains a variety of papers, moft of which have been 
printed before, but are now become fearce; fuch as, ‘ The Whig, 
by Junius ;’ * Defence of lord-chancellor Hardwicke ;’ * The 
Country Gentleman, by the bifhop of Offory ;* ¢ Major Cart- 
wright’s letter,’ and * Mr. Burke’s anfwer ;’ * Letters on the Sale 
of l’laces,’ &c. 

The work before us does not excel in point of compofition ; 
but it will be found particularly interefting to thofe, who with to 
obtain an idea of the management of ftate affairs in this country, 
during the whole of the prefent reign. We fthall take our leave 
of it, with an extract refpecting the difmiffion of lord George 
Germain, as it will elucidate the chicanery with which the bu- 
finefs of thé cabinet was conduéted at the time of the american 
War. P.139- 

*« When the intelligence arrived in London, that lord Corn- 
vallis and his army “had furrendered, the miniftry quarrelled 
amon: igh themfelves. ‘They laidthe caufe of this difafter upon each 
other; but at length they fettled it upon only two perions: thefe 
were oan Sandwich, and lord George Germain. And it was 
refolved that one of them muft go out. Thofe who laid the 
blaine upon lord Sandwich, contended, that the misfortune was 
owing to the not having a fufficient naval force on the american 
tation ; thofe who laid the blame on lord George Germain, con- 
tended, that the misfortune was owing to the plan of operations. 
* Itis not neceflary to ftate the facts upon wh ich thefe two 
opinions were founded. They have been publifhed by lord Corn- 
wallis and fir Henry Clinton, 1n vindication of themfelves. The 


contention upon the gueftion, whether the fecretary of itate, oc 
the 
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the firft lord of the admiralty, fhould be removed, lafted fome 
time. In this civided ftate of the miniftry, parliament met; and 
on the firit day of the feffion it was obvious to every one, that the 
difpute was not fettled. In the debate on the addrefs, lord George 
Germain faid, ‘* that his opinion was, notwithflanding the fur- 
render of lord Cornwallis, that if Great Britain gave up the 
fovereivnty off America, we were undone.” Mr. Dundas, lord- 
advocate of Sco:land, contradicted and reprobated this opinion 
feverely: and Mr. Kigby, who was pay-matter, bluntly faid, 
“ we were beaten, and therefore muift give up the plan of the 
war.” When parliament adjourned for the chrifimas holidays, the 
difpute continued open. Itis certain, that when lord George 
Germain delivered bis opinion, he thought he delivered the 
opinion of a much greater authority than his own. But he was 
not entrufted with the real fecret. ‘There were other perfons who 
were honoured with a Jarger fhare of confidence than he was at 
this time: and this party triumphed. They refolved to remove 
lord George Germain from office, and to recal fr Henry Clinton 
from America, who had requetted it; and to make one meafure 
the coniequence of the other, although there was no connection 
between the two cafes; but in order to make a connedlion between 
them, they apphed to fir Guy Carleton to fucceed fir Henry 
Clinton; they were perfectly well affured, that fir Guy Carleton 
would not go 10 Amesica, while Jord George Germain continued 
fecretary of itate forthe american department. ‘The mgneuvre fuc- 
ceeded. Sir Guy Carleton wrote a letter to the lord-chancellor 
(lord Thurlow), faving, in fubiance, that he could not accept 
the command under the american fecretary. ‘The lord-chancellor 
carried this letter intothe clofet. ° 

‘On Wednefday the zd of January, 1782, previous to the 
levee, there was a meeting ef lord Mansfield, lord Hillfborough, 
lord Stormont, lord North, and Mr. Jenkinfon, now earl of Li- 
verpool, at his lordfhip’s houte in Parliament-flreet. At this 
meeting it was finally decided, to remove lord George Germain. 
When lord George was informed that his fate was decided, he 
defired leave to reign, to avoid the difgrace of being turned out, 
which favour was allowed him; and to lighten his fall, he was 
created anenglifh peer. After hawking the office about for fome 
time, Mr. Eilts, now lord Mendip, was prevailed upon to accept 


wt: and sto preferve an appearance of confiftency, fir Guv Carle- 
ton was appointed fuceefior to Gr Henry Clinton.’ 
Tt? ee ¢ . | site } ' " ~ ‘ ° ° 
ye are atiured, p. 4297, that, when lord G. Germain obtained 


the american cepartment, ‘ official fpies were placed about-him to 
betray his me tures, and oy every art and falihood were ufed to 
conurm Bun in his Opinions. Dhele ipies were the confidants ot 
the feeret cabinet; and were piaced in every office to give infor- 
’ ) . ‘, , _— “" na ave f. Qo: 
mation of every thing hat was tranfacting there, to fuggeft 
La 


t 
af : Dae. ~ : ) > 
tneafures, to lay Gowa plans, and to alter them at the pleafure 


. ar . et ox ai ? .* . e . 
of the iecret, unrefponuble, and unconiitutional minifters.’ 
Another work by the fame author, * Avecdotes of the late earl of 
-hatham,” ha ‘ ly moticed in y 
m,’ has been already noticed in vol. x11, P- 374, and vol. 
Hiv, Pp. 137, of our Review, S. 
4 ArT. 
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THEOLOGY. 


Art. vi. Geddes’s Bible. Fol. I7. 
(Concluded from page 570, of our laf volume.) | 


Havine in our laft number prefeated our readers with a copious 


detail of the contents of the preface to this volume, we proceed to 
felect, as a fpecimen of the tranilation, the following paffages. 
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Sone of DeEsorAR—Judges, chap. sth. 


‘ For the voluntary exertions of the people, 
In the naked, defencelefs ftate of lfracl— 
Praife ye the Lorn. 

* Litten, ye kings! give ear, ye courtiers! 
While I, while I to the Lorp will fing : 
Pfalmodize to the Lorn, the Gop of Ifrael. 

* O Lorp! On thy coming from Seir, 
In thy progres from the fields of Edom ; 
The earth quaked! the heavens were ditfolved! 
Ditiolved were the clouds into waters! 

Mountains melted at the prefence of the Lorp! 
Sinai, icfelf, at the prefence of the God of Ifracl! 

* In the days of Shamgar Ben-Anath 
Unfrequented were the roads: 
In by-paths travellers travelled: 
Deferted were the villages of Ifrac 
Deferted—till uprofe 1, Debora; 
Uprofe I—a mother in Ifrael. 

* New gods they had chofen— 
Hence their apprehenfions : 
For neither fhic!ld, nor fpear, was to be feen 
Among torty thoufand Ifraelites. 

‘ My love to thofe chiefs in Ifrael, 
Who volunteer’d themfelves among the people! 
Praife ye the Lory! 
* Riders on ftreaked affes, 
Travellers fitting in counes, 
And walkers along the way ; 
Were terrified by the noife of bowmen 
Between the different watering-places. 
‘ Then acknowledged they “the judgments of the Lorp;: 
His judgments on the villages of Ifrael: 
Hence were feized with apprehentions 
The people of the Lorp! 

* Awake, awake, Debora! 
Awake, awake words of confidence. 

‘ Arife, Barak! arife: 

Reverie thy captivity, Ben-Abinoam! 

é Initantly , came down a refidue of worthies ; 
To me came down the people of the Lorn. 

‘-Of the brave of Ephraim, came the flowercf Amalek: 

vext was Benjamin among thy people. 

‘ From Machir came down chieftains ; 
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And 
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And from Zebulon f{ceptre-bearers. cal 
¢ Numbered with Debora were the chiefs of Iffachar: 
Wfachar was Barak’s trufty guard, 
That attended him into the valley. 
‘ In the diitriéts of Reuben were great deliberations! 
Why abodeft thou within thy barriers, 
To liften to the whittlings ot the herdfmen ? 
Great were the deliberations in the diftrict of Reuben. F 
‘ Gad, too, fat fill beyond the Jordan ; 
And Dan minded his fhipping. 
Afher abode by the fea-fhore, 
And fat {till among his havens. 
¢ Zebulon was the people, that braved death : 
Naphthali, that braved the heicht of danger. 
+ Kings advanced—anon they combatcd— 
At Thanach, by the waters of Megido, 
Kings of Chanaan combated : 
But a fragment of filver they took not away. 
‘« From the heavens combated the ftars ! 
From their orbs they combated Siferah ; 
‘ His hoft the torrent Kifhon fwept away ! 
Firft of torrents, torrent Kifhion! 
Thou trampledtt on mighty perfonages. 
« Then were foundered the horfe’s hoofs, 
From the headlong retreat of his rider! a. 
‘ Curfe ye Meroz (faith the meflenger of the Lorn), 
Bitterly curfe its inhabitants ; " 
Becaufe they came not to the Lorn’s affiitance ; : 
To the Lorn’s afliftance, among the brave. 
‘ Bleffed, above other women, be Jael, 
The wife of Heber, the Kenite! 
"Bove all tent-inhabiting women, be fhe bleit! 
Water he [Si/erah] afked, milk the gave: 
In a coitly bowl fhe prefented butter-milk. 
With her Jef? hand the feized a pin, 
And with her right a ponderous hammer: 
She {mote Siferah: fhe fmote him on the head : 
She pierced, and perforated his temples! 
At her feet he tumbled, anc fell down : 
At her tect he tumbiecd and fell: 
Where he tumbled, there he lay ghaftly dead ! 
* From a balcony gazed Siferah’s mother: 
Through the lattice the, Wailing, cried: : 
** Why is his chariot fo long in coming ? 
Why fo tardy his chariot-wheels?” 
‘ The wifeft of her ladies anfwered her ; 
And returned thefe words of exultation : 
** Surely they have found, and are dividing a booty! 
A girl, a couple of girls to each brave man: 
A ipoil of various colours for Siferah : 
A {poil of party-coloured embroidery, 
From the necks of thofe that have becn {poiled!” 
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‘ So perifl: all thine enemies, O Lorn! 
But may they, who love THEE, become 
Like the fun, when he rfeth in his glory !” 
¢ z Samuel, chap. x1. 
¢ Now it happened, one evening, that David, arifing from 
his bed, walked upon the roof of the royal palace; and, trom 
the roof, he fpied a woman bathing herfelt: and the woman 
was exceedingly beautiful. So David fentto enquire after the 
woman: and it.was told to him, that the was Bathfheba, the 


> 
daughter of Eliam, and the wife of the Hethite Uriah. David 
then fent meflengers to bring her to Aim; and, when fhe came 
to him, he lay with her: and when fhe had purified herfeit 
from her uneleanrefs, fle returned te her own houfe. But the 
woman, becoming pregnant, fent to tell David, and faid: * I 
am with child..’—- On this David fent the following meflage wo 
Joab: * Send to me Uriah, the Hethite.” And Joab fent 
Uriah to David. When Uriah was come to him, David afked, 
how it tared with Joab and the people, and what was the pro- 
erefs of the war? Then David faidto Uriah: ** Go down to 
thine own houfe; and bathe thy feet.” And when Uriah left the 
king’s houfe, there went, after him, a mefs from the king. 
Bat Uriah flept at the palace gate, with the reft of the king’s 
fervants; and went not down to his own houfe. When it was 
told to David, that Uriah had not gone down to his own houfe, 
David faid to Uriah: * ‘Thou art come from a journey: why 
then haft chou not gone down to thine own houfe ?”? Uriah 
anfwered David: The ark, with the men of Ifrael and Judah, 
remain in tents; and my lord Joab and the other fervants of 
my lord ding are spew in the open fields! and fhall I go 
down to mine own houfe, to eat, and to drink, and to he wath 
my wite? As thou liveft, I will do no fuch thing.’’— Then 
David faid to Uriah: ** Stay here, but this day, and to-mor- 
row I will let thee depart.’’ So Uriah fiaid in Jerudalem that 
day. But, on the morrow, David called for him, and made 
him eat and drink in his prefence, until he made him drunk: 
yet, at even, he went out to take his bed ainong the fervants of 
his mafter; and went not down to his own houfe.—Next 
morning, then, David wrote a letter to Joab, which he fent by 
Uriah. And, in the letter, he wrote thus: ** Place Uriah ir 
the tiont of the hotteit battle, and retreat from him, that be 
may be f{mirten and dic.” Joab, having well obferved the 
fituatien of the city, affigned a poft to Uriah, where he knew 
there were brave men to oppofe him: and, on the men of the 
city coming out to fight with Joab, feveral of David’s fervants 
feli; and among thefe was killed Uriah, the Hethite. Then 
Joab fent to intorm David all the circumftances of the battle ; 
and charged the meflenger, faying: ‘* If, when thou fhalt 
have made an end of telling to the king the circuinftances of 
the battle, the khing’s anger happen to rife; and if he fay to 
thee: ‘ Why, while ye fought, approached ye fo nigh to the 
city ? were ye ignorant, that they might fhemt at you from the 
walls? who fimote Abimelech Ben-Jerub-haal? did not a 
woman 
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woman throw, from the wall, the fragment of an upper mille 
ftone at him, by which he died at Thebez ? why went ye fo 
nich to the walls?’ then fay thou: ¢ Thy fervant Unah, the 
Hethite, is alfo dead.’’? The meflenger went, and came, and 
told to David, all that Joab had fent him for: and the meflen- 
ger faid to David: ** The men of Rada prevailed, indeed, 
againft us, and came out to a/tack us in the fields; when we 
drove them back to the very gate: but the fhooters thor, from 
the walls, upon thy feryants; and feveral of the king’s fer- 
vants are dead ; and thy fervant Uriah, the Herhite, is alfo 
dead.” David replied to the mefienger: ** Thus fhalt thou 
fay to Joab: * Let not this matter give thee pain: for fome- 
times here, and fometimes there, the fword devoureth. Make 
a ftronger affault on the city, and deftroy it:’ Thus do thou 
confole him.” 

¢ When the wife of Uriah heard, that her hufband was dead, 
fhe mourned for her hufband: but, when the mourning was 
over, David fent, and b ought her to his own houfe ; and fhe 

became his wife, and bare to him a fon. 
¢ But the thing, which David‘had done, was evil in the eyes 
of the Lorn: and the Lorp fent to David the prophet Na- 
than; who came to him and faidto him: “ In one city, were 
two men; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man 
had very many flocks and herds: but the poor man had only 
one little ewe lamb, which he had purchatfed, and nourifhed : 
it grew up, in his houfe, with his own children : it ate of his 
own moriel, and drank out of his own cup: it lay in his bo- 
fom; and was to him like a daughter. Now, a traveller coms 
ing to the rich man’s houfe, he [the rich man] had no heart to 
tuke any of his own flocks or herds, to dreis for the traveller 
that had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb, and 
dreffed it tor his guelt.’""~—-David was greatly incenfed againit 
that man, and fatd to Nathan: ** As the Lorp liveth, the 
man who did fo is worthy of death: becaufe he did fo, and 
had no compaffion, he fhall reftore the lamb fourfold.’? Then 
Nathan faid to David: “* Thou art the man! Thus faith the 
Lorp, the Gop of Ifrael: ‘I anointed thee king over Hrael, 
and out of the hands of Saul I delivered thee: and thy mafter’s 
daughter and thy matter’s wives I gave into thy bofom; and 
the houfes of Ifrael and Judah I fubmitted to thee: and if that 
were too little, Ll was ready to give thee, moreover, fuch and 
fuch otter things: why, then, halt thou defpifed the command: 
ment ot the Lorn, by doing evil in his fight? Uriah, the 
Hethite, thou hat flain with the fword; and his wife thou haf 
taken to be thine own wile; after flaying himfelf by the fword 
“ the Ammonites ! For that reafon, then, from thine houfe 
~_ swore thal never depart, becaufe thou hat defpifed me; 
and nait taken the wife of Uriah, the Hetbite, to be thine own 
wife.” Thus faith the Lory: * Out of thine own houfe I will 
pact pe yi thee, and will, under thine own eyes, take 
re ee them to thy rival ; who will lie with thy 
wives in tue face of the fun, Thou haft ated fecretly ¢ but 
this 
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this I will do before all Mfrael; and in the face of the fun!’ ”” 
3 «David faid to Nathan: * Pe have finned againft the Lorp.” 
Nathan anfwered David: “ The Lorp h ath, alfo, remitted 
14 thy fin: thou fhalt not die. Neverthelefs, as by this deed 
thou haf eiven,to the eneinies of the Lorn, great oceafion to 
blafpheme, the child, now born to thee, fhall affuredly die.’” 

> Nathan, then, departed, unto his own houfe.’ 


15 

Having prefented o1 ur re ader with an ample fpectmen of the 
tranilation, we fubmit the fo!lowing rei narks to the attention of 
the learned author. Ww e delire 1t to be underftood, that we, 
otfer them in the fpirit of candid recommendation, rather than of 
ctniure, or ny percritic: al animadverfion ; fincerely anxious, thata 
tranilation, which can bouft fo many improvements of the common 
verfion, and is on the whole fo ably executed, may, in what is yet 
to undergo the revilién of the author, be as free as poffible from 

iy improprieties or obfcurities of diction. And we truit, that the 
Ie arned and candid tranflator will afcribe our obfervations to this 
principle, and not to any captious or faftidious fpirit. We beg 
leave alfo to obferve, that the expreffions, here objected to, are the 
only ones, which, after an attentive perufal of the tranflation, ap- 
pear to us in the leaft degree exceptionable. 

Judges xx, 28. § Shall we once more go to fight againft our 
brethren the children of Benjamin, or flrall we furceafe ?> Here 
we acknowledge, that, both for perfpicuity and — we fhould 
have prefe rred the term ceafe or deff. 1 Sam. 1, 6. * And becaufe 
the Lord had given her no children, her rival fpitefully provoked. 
her to frettulnefs ; for that the Lord had refuted her fecundity.” 
This expreffion appears to us to be quaint, and would eta to 
many readers be totally unintelligible. The common verfion, 
‘ fhut up her womb,’ or ¢ made her barren,’ would, in our judg- 
ment, have been much better. 2 Sam. vi, 18. * As far as the 
great ftone, on which the ark of the Lord was depofited.? Is not 
this acceptation of the verb depofe now obfolete, or, at leaft, to ufe 
Johnfon’s ¢ xpreilion, ob/olefcent? To fet down, or to place, would 
furely have been preferable. 1 Sam. x, 6. * Thou wilt meet a 
company of prophets defcending from the high place, preceded by 
peieonics, tabors, pipes, and harps, and themfelves prophetizing.? 
fs not the word prophetize obfolete ? Befides, if the meaning of 
the original be to utter predictions, the verb to prophefy would have 
been preferable to prophetiz e; and if the term in the original fig- 
nity ¢ to fing fac red hynns,’ which, with the doctor, we believe to be 
it’s true import here. it would, we prefume, have been better to 
employ the peripsrafs, than to introduce a term, which, when in 
common ufe, imphed not to fing hymns, but to utter predidians. 
1 Kings iti, 8. § A great multitude, which can neither be num- 
bered nor fupputed.’ Computed, counted, or reckoned up, would 
have been more intelligible. Suppute has no good authority, as 
far as we can recollect. 1 Kings iv, 29. ‘ And God gave Solomon 
a wifdom and difcernment exceeding ; great. W ithout difputing 
the propriety of fome expreflions analogous to this, which are 
found 10 certain authors, as pafing frrange, wondrous, pitiful, we 
concur with the ablef{ critics in our language in exprefling our 

YOL, Xxvil. b dit- 













A ee at 












34 THEOLOGY. 


difapprobation of this phrafeolorys—-We fhould have faid excced- 
ingly great. To mollify (2 Kings xxii, #9) we fhould preter Soften, 
being aterm more generally intelligible ; and for the fame reafon 
to obtef, we fhould prefer conjure, or befeech. ; 

We had occafion in our review of the firfi volume to obferve, 
that Dr. G. had, in feveral cafes, ufed the inverted order, when, 
_the matural arrangement would have been far 

natural arrangement, for there can be no 
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doubt, that, theuch in fome cafes the inverted order, or the order 
of pafiion or imagination, as it has been termed, is the only proper 
ont, and may therelore in a certain and limited jenfe be called the 
natural order, yet the firucture of our language clcarly ree 
quires, that the nominative exprefling the agent or principal fub- 
sect of difcourfe Mall precede, and the noun expreting the object 
affected fhall follow che verb, the one being diltinguithable from 
che othet by nothing but it’s place. "The fame ob{ervauons have 
occurred to us in reading this volume.. 1 Kings xvii, 10. § He 
arofe and went tou Zarephath, and when he came to the entrance 
of the citv, lo there was a widow-woman gathering fome flicks. 
Her he hailed, and faid.’ Had there been either expreffed or im- 
plied any antithefis between her, and fome other perfon whom he 
did not hail, this arrangement would have been proper. ‘This not 
being the cafe, we fhould have preferred, ¢ He hailed her, and 
faid.’ Judges xix, 25. * But to him the men would not liften.’ 
Here alfo for the fame reafon, we fhould: prefer tae natural ar 
rangement, and fay, ‘ The men would not liften to him.’ 1 Sam. 
ii. 24. * Nay, my fons, not gbod is the report, which I hear of 
you.” This phrafeology has the appearance of ftifinefs and affec- 
tation. 1 Kings i, 44. * To Shimei the king moreover faid.’ As 
Shimei and the king were not the fame perion, we think it would 
be better, if thefe words were.not placed in juxta pofition. 1 Sam. 
1x, 13. * On your going into the city you will certainly meet him, 
betore he be gone up to the high place to eat; for the people eat 
not till he come; becaufe it is he who bleffeth the facrifice, after 
which cat the invited.’ The beginning of this fentence being 
alloquial, the expreffion ¢ eat the invited,’ has, at firit fight, the 
appearance of a command rather than of information. * Te in- 
vited eat,’ is furely better. 
We apprehend the learned author has inadvertently committed 
a miltake, in faying, that the beginning of the middle watch 
(Judges vii, 19) was about our midnight. The firft watch, caput 
vigiliarum, or ws, began at fix in the evening, or at fun-fet, and 
laited tl nine. The fecord, media vigilia, OF pacorrx bor, began at 
mine and continued to midmeght; hence it was called the middle 
W atch. j he third, or tt? tia, cedex ipcPapsee, continued from midnight 
eee rar ians, and the fourth guarta, Byes, from three to 
nx. Vid. Godwin on Mof. et Aar. et Leufden. Phil. Heb. Mixt. ] 
Ube beginning of the middle watch was therefore not at midnight, 
M t at nine in the evening. 
in Ger kes wk a ah bersngs that in this volume 
inconteitible dignatures of : Pager y, we difcover the mok 
ares of a candid, liberal, and independent f{pirit.: 
The 
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The dottor, much to his honour, purfues truth in the love of’ 
truth ; and with fimplicity and honefty of heart declares the con- 
victions of his own mind, unawed by the obloquy and perfecution 
to which his candour may expofe him. Dicatur veritas, ruat ca 
lunz, feems to be his maxim. This dignified fuperiority to the- 
afperfions of calumny and malignant animadverfion is an effential 
requiiite in a tranilator of the Bible, who, let his erudition, his 
judgement, and his fentiments, be what they may, muf incur the 

cenfure of bigots either of this or that party. We repeat what 

we have often faid, and we repeat it with pleafure, that we know 

no-man lefs under the influence of prejudice or undue partiality to 

eflablithed creeds and faflionable dognias, than Dr. G.—-no man, 

with whom truth feems to be in higher eftimation—and none 

therefore in this refpect, and it is a material one, better qualified 

to difcharge the oflice, which he has undertaken. Of his talents 

as a critic we fufpend our opinion. On this fubjeét the learned 

world will have an opportunity of deciding, when favoured with 

the voluine of Critical Remarks. In the mean time, without in« 

finuating any thing ditrefpectful either to mental endowments 

and profound literature, or to the abilities of Dr. G., which we be- 

lieve to be fully equal to his laborious taik, we expreis our con- 

viction, that rectitude of difpofition, and freedom from prejudice, 

as far as it can be attained, are jn this department of philology 

much more necefiary, than extenfive erudition, or great acutene{s 

of intellect. 

We ‘can eafily anticipate tlre rorrent of abufe, which will be 

poured forth againft him in confequence of his fentiments refpect- 

ing infpiration. We can eafily forefee, that he will be condemned 

by thole, whofe difpoution is to reprobate whatever accords not 

with their opinion ; and who, as Quintilian obierves, guem amifum 

mater dedit, folicite cu,todiunt.. But it is eafier to abufe, than to 

reafon; to, calumniate, than to convince. The learned author’s 

opinions on this iubject appear to us to be juft and rational, founded 

on evidence, the ftability ot which it 1s impothble to thake. With 

him too we are conviaced, that they are iriendly to the interetls of 

genuine chriliianity. Nay, we fcruple not to affirm, that in our 
~ judgment it requires lefs learning, and lefs genius, than Dr. G. ; 
poticties, to deiend them againit the attacks of the mott powerful . 
adverfaries. ~On this ground we think him invulnerable. True 
indeed it is, that argument has little efiect, when oppofed to pres 
judice foftered from infancy and eftabhithed by authority. In this 
reipect tae conteit would be unequal: for the ftrongeft arguments 
avail not to delend fome truths, or to protect the authors from in 
junous imputations, while their opponents find declamation and 
afiertion fufiicient to fanttion the mof palpable abfurdities. 
F QRuibufdam fuffcit auGoritas: quofdam ratio ip/a,a@gre tustur >’ But 
af reafon and not authority, arguinents not names, common fenfe, 
and not prefcription, be to decide the controverfy, the learned au- 
thor, we confidently think, may anticipate the ifiue with infallible 
certainty, and aflure himfelf of a favourable fentence. Thus much 
we ceem necefiary in juitice to the author and our own convic- 
tions. Y. 
Dz ART. 
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Art. vit. A View of the Caufes and Confequences of the American 
Revolution; in Thirteen Difcour/es, Preached in A orth America be. 
tween the Years 1763 and 1775: with an Hijtorical Preface. By 
Jonathan Boucher, a.m. and F.a.s. Vicar of Epfom in the 
County of Surrey. 8vo. 6go0 pa. Pr. gs. im boards. Robin- 
fons. 1797. 


Tues difcourfes are preceded by a preface of ninety pages, 
which profeffes to give an hiftorical account of various events con- 
neéted with the american revoluucn. as 

Having heard of Mr. B , as a clergyman who left America in con- 
fequence of the revolutionary meafures, which were adopted before 
the declaration of american independance, we opened this volume 
with eager curiofity, expecting to find facts unknown in this part of 
the world, colleéted by one who was himfelf agitated in the fwell- 
ing fcene. We have been difappointed ; for, inftead of giving a 
ravration of tranfactions in America previous to the revolution, 
initead of affording a detail of interefting particulars, the caufes of 
that event, the author has left us to-gather, from the application of his 
difcourfes, fome flight general notions, concerning what then agi- 
tated the public mind in America. 

We learn, and that is all we learn, from thefe difcourfes re- 
fpecting the ftate of America, when Mr. B. flourifhed on that con- 
tinent, as the advocate of the parent ftate, that many religious feéts 
arofe, which denied the divine origin of government, and the di- 
vine right of governors; that thefe fects were encouraged by the 
friends to american refilance ; that the eftablifhed clergy were fink- 
ing in the general eftimation; and that a difpofition to inquire had 
taken place of a difpofition to believe, in the rebellious inhabitants 
of the new World. 

Mr. B. begins his preface, by noticing the works of thofe, who 
have prefumed to become the < hiftorians of the american revolu- 
tion.’ 

On the talents difplayed by fome of thefe writers he condefcends 
to beftow fome flight praife; but ‘ they are deflitute of a fpirit of 
philofophical invettigation, and what is worle, they are mere ‘ party 
Writers,’ unacquainted with facts, or falfely reporting, or fraudently 
withholding, what they knew, 

Mr. B., however, does not mean to become the hiftorian of the 
american revolution ; he afpires to the prouder diftinGion of fur- 
nifhing materials for hiftory, and having his name to fhine upon the 
claiheal pages of the man, whenever he may arife, who {hall pre- 
fent to the world an impartial account of the ¢ american revolt.’ 
Not that he declines altogether the humble occupation of an 
hiftorian of America; for in his long and laboured preface, he 
takes a rapid glance at the hiftory and circumftances of the anglo- 
amcricans. 

Determined to father american apoftacy and rebellion, upon a 
fpirit of refiftance to the efablifed church, our author ftates, that the 
firft fettlers in that country were people diffatisfied with < every 
fyftem of reiigion they could fiad in Europe.’ And he triumphs 
again and again in the confeioufhels, that she church of England 
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never been difloyal, has always fupported the eftablifhed powers- 
Was this true of the church of England in the time of James 11? 
Did the nonjurors, in the days of William 111, bear any confider- 
able proportion to the jurors, who fuck by their preferments ? 

But were it proved, that the church of England never deferted 
the powers that were eftablifhed, could it not be proved, that this 
too has been much the character of the church of Rome ? 

The church of England has been long the eftablifhed church, and 
a part of the ftate government, of this country and her colonies: 
and is it high praife to fay ef a church, that fhe. forfakes not her own 
intereft? But waving all theie pertinent queftiens, we afk Mr. B. if 
governments have never degenerated into tyrannies; and if it be 
to the praife of the eftablifhed church, that fhe will always fupport 
tyranny. Are the people only capable of errour? are governors 
alone infallible? 

We prefume, ovr author, unlefs he is prepared to anfwer our 
laft queftions in the affirmative, is ill prepared to defend the pofi- 
tions advanced with fo much authority in the large volume before 
us. 

Mr. B. thinks he has acecounted for the rebellion of the inha- 
bitants of New England, by ftating, that they were not adherents 
to the eftablifhed church; but we think he gives no plaufible reafon 
for the revolt of Virginia and Maryland. The maxim of king 
James is an axiom with Mr. B.: ¢ no bifhop, no king:’ and where- 
ever he finds a fect, or a country, that difputes the infallibility of 
bifhops, he finds in that fe&, or country, nothing but determined 
regicides, bloody rebels, alike hoftile to all authority civil and ec- 
clefiattical. 

He thinks, indeed, that in the firft conftitutions of the american 
colonies a fundamental errour was introduced ; to which, perhaps, as 
it’s caufe, the revolt may be traced. ‘ Too much weight was 
thrown into the popular feale.’ ; ! 

But Mr. B. has not fhown us how mach or bow little fhould have 
been thrown into the popular feale. 

Our conciufion from his reafoning, or rather his affertions, is, 
that little if any influence fhould ever be given to the people; and 
that that government alone is ftrone, which is fo, not by the fup- 
port, but in oppofition to the peop!e. 

America was in debt to England; and Mr. B. thinks this in- 
fiuenced America, to undergo the expenfe of it’s rebellion, in 
order to throw of that debt. ; 

Another great caufe of this revolt, mentioned by our author, was 
(page 50) the dependence of the clergy upon the people. 

his induced mary of the clergy, and they were clergy of the 
church of Engiand toa, always hoftile to the rebellion, to joia the 
populace. It thould feem from this circumftance, that the church 
of England is moft faithful in»her adherence to the governments 
which pay her, and we think to this humble praife all churches, and 
all clergy, have an undoubted claim. 

As Mr. B. publithes this work as a check to the loofe fpirit of the 
prefent times, (page 44) this is a wholefome hint to our goverament, 
to provide well for the clergy, that they may have na inducement 
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to lean tothe interefts of the people. Having affigned thefe as 
caufes of the american revolution, of wich no child ta England 
could be ignorant, our author gives no information wihate ver, 
concerning the pr ore{s Or american wnion, tiie enene on of the 
rebels, the march of treafon and revolt, or the characters (except 
9 little abu‘e of Franklin and Washington) who raifed and direéted 
the ftorm. 

The confequences of this revolt are 

1. ‘The efablifhment of a weak government (preface, page lvi). 

As Mr. B. thinks all government weak, which is not ftrong 
againf the people, he has a right to call the american government 
weak : but as we think, with the archbifhop of Cambravy, all go- 
vernment weak, which is not trong by pupular iuppor® we think 
the american governmen® frong ; and we ind the proot of our opli- 
nion in the fuppreffion of a late infurrectie ne | he prefident called 
the people to his aid, and the iniurgents diiperfed in a moment. 

>. The revolation of France is here called a confequence of the 
american revolution. We lave heard much, and believe little, of 
this matter. In the national debt, and the feudal fyftem of old 
France, we find the more probable caufes of her revolgtion. 

Mr. be however is not without confolation amid the ruin he has 
been fo unhappy as to live to witnefs: he clearly forefees, and pofi- 
tively foretels, that (pages lxviii and Ixxi preface) France and America 
will each be governed by a monarch. Should the loofe fpirit of 
the times, that fpirit which alike threatens the thrones of bifhops 
and of kings, colleé& fufficient power to humble the britith throne, 
Mr. B. has an expedient tor the falvation of our government, even 
in defiance of the affaults of our enemies. 

Our readers fhall hear the preacher for themfelves. Pref. 
Pp. Ixxxi—* Extraordinary times and circumftances call for and 
jufily extraordinary meaiures. When, therefore, in 1761, the 
kingcom ot Portugal was invaded by the fpaniards, it was not, in 
my eltimation, merely an effort of defpair, but a proje& of deep 
and jound political judgment, in the marquis de Pombal, to pro- 
pofe to remove the feat of government to the Brazils. All due 
precautions were taken, and calculations made as to the number 
of veliels neceflary to tranfport the royal family, &c. acrofs the 
Atlantic. The nation fhewed great want of wifdom only when 
they abandoned the presents on the removal of that danger which 
fir& fuggetied it; for, in the prefent circumftances of Europe, 
fhould the principles on which the republic of France is founded 
ever be completely eftablied, it 1s romantic to hope that either 
ortugal, or any other fmall ftate, whatever it’s form of govern- 
ment inay be, can long preferve any other independence than fuch 


as Poland, Brabant, Holland, Italy, &c. have preferved; unlefs, 
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‘he people of Portugal will hardly deferve either independency or 
»Sesom, iy waen ere long it may haply be in their power to ré& 
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ume this project, it is not refumed and carried into effe@. This 
&o-<en opportunity the dutch, cramped by the narrow and con- 
tavied fyitem Of their local politics, have now lot for ever, Had 
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that people, hitherto regarded as eminently fagacious, on the firtt 
breaking out of the prefent coniufions, when it was known that 
their country was the chief obje& of the revolutionary rage, inftead 
of thofe divided and diftraéted politics by which they have been 
undone, manfully refolved to migrate to the Cape of Good Hope, 
they might, inftead of being now one of the unlufrous fatellites of 
France, ftill have been a great.and happy nation. Admitting, 
then, (what is almott too dreadful to admit, even hyputhetically,) that 
there is now no hope left of any future permanent peace to Europe, 
and that America, fecure, as the may imagi~e fic is, in her ifolated 
firuation, refolves to ftand aloof, what is to hinder Great Britain, 
whilit yet the poffefles fects, wealth, fill, and fpirit, and above 
all, whilt yet fhe poffefles her ancient uncontaminated principles, 
from tran{porting her empire to the eaft? ‘There, in the peninfula 
of India, without abandoning either her dominions in Evrope, or 

in thé Welt Indies, fhe might poffefs a territory inferior in extent 
only to the neighbouring kingdom of China; who, from her love 
of peace, would be as good a neighbour—as France, from it’s Con- 

trary charaéter, always has been, and always will be, a bad one, 

There, happy in being placed beyond the troubled politics of Eu- 

rope, bleiled with a foil and a climate equal to any on the globe, 

with every poffible circumitance in our dvour for commerce, we 

might, without any of that great danger which moft ever attend 

the attempt in an old eftablifhment, repair and renovate our. contti- 

tution: and there, undifturbed by republican proje@s, fo abhorrent 

to the genius of Afia, we fhould need no alliance ; but leave our 

pofterity, if true to one another, at peace with themfelves and with 

all the world.’ 

Mr. B. has advanced no fyftematic reafoning on the nature of 
government, which may not eafily be made to refute itlelf; his po- 
fitions are not in unifon, which mu‘ ever be the cafe with thofe of 
aman, who would de thought not to plead the caufe of every poflible 
tyranny, and who, yet, with Filmer, founds government in divine 
right, and contends, that to refill any efablifhed government wiatever, 
is rebellion againft God and religion. 

We will introduce the reader to his concluding obfervations, on 
the fubje& of the divine origin of government, and he will be able 
to judge for himfelf. 

P. 544.—* This Jong enquiry concerning the divine origin and 
authority of government might perhaps have been deemed rather 
curious than ufcful, were it not of acknowledged moment, that 
fome dangerous inferences which are ufually drawn from the con- 
trary opinion fhould be obviated. One of thefe dangerous infer- 
ences it feems to have been the aim of the fefmon now before me to 
inculcate. Government being affumed to be a mere human ordi- 
nance, it is thence inferred, that ‘* rulers are the fervants of the 
public:” and, if they be, no doubt it receflarily follows, that 
they may (in the coarfe phrafe ‘of the times) be ca/biered or conti- 
nued in pay, be reverenced or refifted, according to the mere whim 
or Caprice of thofe over whom they are appointed to rule.. Hence 
the author of this fermon alfo takes occafion to enter his proteft 
againft * paflive obedience amd non-refiftance.” 
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« It really isa ftriking feature in our national hiftory, that, ever 
fince the revolution, hardly any perfon of any note has preached or 

ublifhed a fermon, into which it was pofible to drag this topic, 
without declaring againft this doétrine. It feems to have been 
made a kind of criterion or tef of principle, and the watch word 
of a party. For, it cannot well be faid, that the circumftances of 
the times, or the temper of men’s minds, either lately have been, 
or now are, fuch as particularly to call for thefe ftudied and repeatea 
proteftations. What is not leis remarkable is, that whilft the right 
of refiitance has thus inceflantly heen delivered from the puipit, 1n- 
fifted on by orators, and inculcated by. ftatefmen, the contrary po- 
fition is fill (I believe) the difiate of religion, and certainly the 
doétrine of the eftablithed church, and ftill alfo the law of the 
land. 

« You are not now to Jearn my mind on this point. As, how; 
ever, the fubjeé&t has again been forced on me, let me be permitted 
again to obviate, if I can, fome freth mifreprefentations, and again 
to corre& fome new miftakes, aoe 

‘ All government, whether lodged in oné or in many, is, 1n it’s 
nature, abfolute and irrefiftible. It is not within the competency 
even of the fupreme power to limit itfelf; becaufe fuch limitation 
can emanate only froma fuperior. For any government to make 
itfelf irrefiflible, and to ceafe to be abfolute, it mult ceafe to be 
fupreme ; which is but faying, in other words, that it mutt diffolve 
itfelf, or be deftroyed. If, then, to refift government be to de- 
ftroy it, every man who is a fubje& muft neceffarily owe to the go- 
vernment under which he lives an obedience either aCtive or pafhive: 
ative, where the duty enjoined may be performed without offend- 
ing God; and paffive, (that 1s to fay, patiently to fubmit to the 
penalties annexed to difobedience,} where that which is commanded 
by man is forbidden by God. No government upon earth can 
rightfully compel any one of it’s fubje¢ts to an active compliance 
with any thing that is, or that appears to his confcience to be, in- 
confiftent with, or contradi¢tory to, the known Jaws of God: be- 
caufe every man is under a prior and fuperior obligation to cdey 
God in all things. When fuch gafes of incompatible demands of 
duty occur, every well-informed perfon knows what he is to do; 
and every well-pzincipled perfon will do what he ought, viz. he 
will fubmit to the ordinances of God, rather than comply with the 
commandments of men. In thus ating he cannot err; and this 
alone is ‘* paflive obedience ; which I entreat you to obferve is fo 
far from being ‘* unlimited obedience,” (as it’s enemies wilfully 
perfift to mifcal] it,) that it is the dire contrary. Refoiute not to 
difobey God, a man of good principles determines, in cafe of com- 
peution, as the leffer evil, to difobey man: but he knows that he 
fhould alfo difebey God, were he not, at the fame time, patiently 
to {fubmit to any penalties incurred by his difobedience to man.’ 

This work is written with fome of the force and with all the bit- 
terneis of party. 

Of the principles and feelings of the author need we fay more, 
than that he ftates the execrable Peter Porcupine, the malignant and 
brutal flanderer of all excellent men, to be an abi ewriter, and tq 
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have become a popular public man, ‘ much to the credit and hap. 
pinefs of America’ (pref. page tvii1); and that he holds up arch- 
bifhon Laud, as one of the ornaments of humzn nature, and greater 
than lord Bacon? (page 595.) 

Although we have feldom feen fo bulky a volume, as that which 
ts now before us, fall fo far fhort of it’s pretenfions, fo little flored 
with unknown faéts, or with clofe, conneéted, and conclutive reafon- 
ing, yet we are far from infinuating, that the author poticfles no coa- 
fiderable talents. 

His notions often appear to us wild and vifionrry, efpecially for 
a man who has numbered ¢ threefcere years ;’ his principles are 
thofe of a tory of the very firft water; and he is more careful to 
difplay his eradition, than to ftore his page with well arranged 
thought: yet his language, if not correét, is copious, and he fegms 
to poffefs great fertility of mind. 

His mind appears to us ftrong, active, and vigorous, but by paf- 
fion driven to extremes, and by prejudice and fuperftition led to 
devious paths, : 

We with he had drunk at the well, which was digged by the 
man he fo much defpifes, Mr. Locke, with infinite care: but it is 
not to be hoped, that he will ever relish the corre¢t thinking of 
that great author; and it is now too late, for the correétion of his 
ftyle, to recommend him “ to give his days and his nights to the 
ftudy of Addifon.”’ 

Left, perchance, fome reader of fenfibility fhould glance at the 
laft page of our author’s preface, and there finding, that, after the 
facrifice of much preferment in America, Mr. B. has received none 
in England, but the fmall vicarage of Epfom, thould feel his mind 
irritated againit our governors in church and ftate, we have the 
pleafure to ftate, what we haye heard from good authority, that our 
author poffeffes a private fertune fo large, as to juitify our rulers, 
in not having embraced a more early opportunity of rewarding the 
loyalty of their friend and advocate. As Re 
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Art. vitt. De la Penfée du Gouvernement, c.—An Idea of Governe 
ment, by Bertrand Barrere, Ex-Deputy of the Department of 
the Higher Pyrenees to the National Convention. 8vo. 223 pages. 
Price 4s. Printed originally at Geneva, and reprinted in Paris 
and London. De Boffe. 1797. 


Tue author of this work has acted a confpicuous part during the 
prefent revolution. After appearing as a legiflator, and a member of 
the executive government, he now comes forward in the chara@er 
of an author. Mr. B, tells us in the introduction, that the repub- 
lican regimen of France is compofed of three different ideas; the 
firtt, that of snvention, for the propofing of fuch laws as the council 
of five hundred deems proper; the fecond, that of examination, for 
the adoption of fuch decrees as may be thought good, ufeful, or 
neceflary by the council of ancients; and the third, that of execu- 
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tion, for the uniform enforcement of them throughout the wh ole 
extent of the commonwealth. The fole end of ail thefe regulations 
is the maintenance of pablic liberty by means of the laws: their 
refult alfo is one and the fame; the happine{s of the people, the 
fafety of the flate, the power of the law, the liberty of the citizen, 
the maintenance of territorial, commercial, and ail other kinds of 
perty. 
Pt he silted direftory is faid to be in the machine of govern- 
ment, what the main-fpring 1s in a watch. Aftera violent revo- 
lution, and a long period of civil difcord, a powerful and vigorous 
overnment is neceflary, in order to proteét the conftitution : it is 
fixe Mofes elevating the brazen ferperit in the mid of the hebrew 
camp. \ 

Whis inftitution is here vaunted as fuperiour to the two kings of 
Sparta, the two confuls of Rome, the prefident of a congrefs, the doge of 
a fenate, or the ftadtholder of the ftates-general: it alone is iufh- 
cient, we are told, for the fupport of the republic, the fuftaining 
of the reprefentative fyftem, and the progreis of the focial art. 

« If it were poffibie,’ adds Mr. B., * to diicover a {pecies of execu- 
tive power, which was neither hereditary, nor for life; which was 
neither fubject to infancy, nor decrepituge, nor regency, nor mino- 
rity ; which poffeffed neither the turbulence of youth, nor the am- 
bition of manhood, nor the 1 ullity of age; which was not liable to 
the variations or caprices of a fingle head, but which joined con- 
nection and unity with numbers; this afluredly would become the 
beft executive b ody, thar the human mind could organize, in order 
to govern an immenfe and enlightened nation.’ 

After this compliment to the theoretical perfeftion of the new 
code, Mr. B. next treats of the conftitution; and while he praifes 
it, he does not forget to mention the mighty and novel attempt of 
making the laws to be obferved by thirty millions of men, and of 
watching over the fafety of perfons and property throughout the 
whole extent of thirty thoufand fquare leagues of territory. 

While treating of the armies, the author obferves, that, ‘if time 
be neceflary to fanction the efforts of genius, viGory is ftill more 
fo, to fanttion the ellablifhment of a great republic, which is an 
idea infpired by the genius of liberty. If the republicans were 
vanquifhed, fo odious is liberty to the kings their enemies, that they 
would “appear crimin:l in their eyes: the latter muft therefore be 
beaten into admiration.’ He here alfo pays a great compliment to 
the troops, for he aflerts, that at feveral different periods liberty 
was only to be fonnd on the frontiers, and that the republic herifelf 
had taken refuge in the armies. 

Phe marine js the next great object that engages his attention; 
and without a large naval eitablifhment he confiders it as impofiible, 
to defend 350 leagues of coatt, to poffefs cqlonies in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies, and above all.‘ to carry into effe& a navigation-act, 
which would excite the imitation of other nations, and enable them 
to conquer the liberty of the ocean.’ 

‘ The marine,’ adds he, * has given the univerfe to Europe, and 
Europe to England. The conftant endeavour during every war, on 
the part of the englifh, has been to ruin our commerce, internal and 
external, 
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external, and to lay wafte our colonies. ‘This ambitious attempt 
has been fully executed during the prefent conteft. It belongs to 
the republican government to repair thefe national loffes; this can 
only be effected by the regeneration of the marine. — 

© The naval eftablifhments of Europe commenced in the fixteenth 
century ; and in the courfe of the laft hundred years the marine has 
attained the higheft pitch of glory. It has accordingly produced 
tyrants, for it has created an aniverfal monarchy of the ocean, 
which will ceafe as foon as enfranchifed France fhall poffefs a navy, 
and, affociating it with thofe of Holland and Spain, fhall make the 
other powers of Europe confcious of the extent of their refpective 
rights, and the facility of refuming poffeffion of them, by the com- 
bination of their ftrength. The englifh, at this day, are on the 
fea, what the romans were formerly on /and, when they were over- 
turned and annihilated by barbarous nations.’ 

In Chap. x, which treats of the coloates, the author terms the de- 
cree of the 16th pluviofe of the 2d year, which abolithes the flavery 
of the negroes, “a ftipulation in favour of the human race.’ He owns, 
that the {udden and unpremeditated enfranchifement of that devoted 
race has been of great diflervice to commerce: ‘ but the law of 
nature precedes all other laws whatever.” 

The moft eloquent. part of this work is that which refpeéts the 
liberty of the prefs. We fhall accordingly conclude this article 
with a fhort extract from Chap. xvr. 

«<The laws!’ exclaims a philofophical and political hiftorian *, 
«« the laws! in order to fave a nation from ruin: and the liberty of 
the prefs! in order to fave the Jaws.” Six years of revolution 
have confecrated this maxim; but it is “unceafingly attacked. It 
ought, on the other hand, to be unceafingly repeated and developed, 
that-the people may not be deceived, or the legiflature furprifed. 
‘Phediberty of the prefs is the mother of all the other liberties, the 
prefervative from all Oppreffions, the confervator of the public fpi- 
rit, the foul of the commonweajith, and the voice that announces 
the opinion of the people. The liberty of the prefs fnatches awa 
innocence from the executioner, liberty from the ufurper, the ma 
from, hypocrites, the dangerous influence arifing from reputation, 
and the vain popularity fought for by the ambitious. It is the 
Medufa’s head, which fooner or later will affright and annihilate 
all claffes of confpirators againft the national independence and the 
rights of citizenfhip. Do you with for an eye that watches at all 
times the legiflators, the direGory, the minifters, the judges, the 
adminiftrators, the magiftrates of the people, and the commiffaries 
of the government? Are you in want of an arm to arreft and de- 
nounce abufes of all kinds, and tyranny of every hue?—All thefe 
are effe&ted by the liberty of the prefs. This it is which demolithes 
baftilles and throws down thrones; this it is that fits inceflantly on 
their ruined foundations, to prevent their being rebuilt; this it is 
that filently files away the chains‘ef a people, the {word of defpots, 
and the faulchion of a dictator. There is no medium between the 
liberty of che prefs, and the inquifition of the prefs.’ S. 


‘ * Raynal, Hift. Phil. & Pol. tome dernier,’ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





Arrt.ix. The Pour Ages; together with Effays on various SubjeAs. 
By William Jackfon, of Exeter. 8vo. 454 pages. Price 8s. 
in Boards. Cadel! and Davis. 1798. 


‘Turs is not the firft time, that we have been gratified by the 
compofitions of Mr. Jackfon; our ear has often been charmed with the 
united melody and harmony of his mufic, and it is by no means furprif- 
ing, that the fame correctnefs and fimplicity of tafte, which he has fo 
frequently evinced in one of the fifter arts, fhould be difplayed in 
his obfervations on the others. In the prefent volume a variety of 
topics, the greater part of them in fome degree connected with 
polite literature, is treated of in a lively, elegant, and ingenious 
manner; from which very circumitance, we have more than once 
felt angry with our author, that he has fkimmed over the furface 
of his fubjeét with fo fleet a wing: that he has thrown out hints 
for inquiry to be purfued by his reader, when he has afforded fo 
good ground to conjecture, that he could have purfued them himfelf 
with ability and fuccefs. It fhould be mentioned, however, that 
in a fort of apglogetic advertifement it is ftlated, that the greater 
part of thefe effays fhould be confidered as /hetches for a periodical 
publication, and that in confequence they are written on familiar 
tubjeéts, and treated in a familiar manner. i 

In the ‘ Four Ages’ our author inverts the order, eftablifhed 
by the ancients*, of. their fucceffion, and contends—to the utter 
diftredit of old Satarn’s reign! that no Golden Age has yet 
exitted, but in the imagination of pqets. We certainly feel no difs 
pofition to difpute the opinion, and venture to aflure our author, 
that he will not experience fuch contradiction as he imagines: the 
Golden Age has certainly had but an Utopian exiftence; and fugh a 
one, as the ancients ymagined, is not very likely go have any other. 

Pralte af 


Piclds of unfading verdure, indeed, may < live in defcsiption, and 
look 


- green in fong ;” and much are we indebted to the poets, whofe 
fairy hands have created fuch delightful regions; where, for the 
moment, unmindfal of that real wretchednefs, whigh the tyrant 
rulers of mankind have infliéted on their fellow creatures, we may 
contemplate, in regions of perennial {pring, the charms, of plenty 
and of peace. | | 7 
Mr. ]. has fated what he conceives to be the proper charaéter- 
ifi¢s of the four ages in fociety, and has illuftrated his obfervations 
by the relative civilization of various nations. From thefe charac- 
terifiics it ts decided, that we are advanced to the Silver age, and 
* the glorious, ¢hapacter,’ fays our author, page 44, ‘ of the prefent 
times, at leait in England, is, that we are no longer perfecuted for 
mere opinions, let them be ever fo abfurd, if they do not affect the 
good of fociety.” Alas! we could here bring many a ftubborn fa& 
in oppofition: the memory of expatriated Prieftly is of no evanef 
cent natare; what but the iron hand of ignorance and ferocity 
could be lifted in perfecution of fuch a charaéter? one of the firft of 





* We have fome recollection of having feen this oider inverted 
by a forme; writer, whofe name does not occur, 
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philofophers, one of the beft and moft amiable of men! The good of 
fociety? yes: and this ‘ good of fociety’ has always been a plea 
for oppreffion : how many a martyr has fuffered at the ftake for the 
mg of fociety? how many an unfriended female convided of 
witchcraft has fwung on a gibbet, for the good of fociety? and for 
what purpofe are the various legal difabilities of catholic and 
proteftant diffenters retained in our code, but the good of foclety ? 
But, as it is juttly obferved by our author, fince ‘ there is no deter- 
minate point, in which one age ends and another hegins;’ and fince, 
for a certan period, each mutt bear a mixed character ; let us candidly 
prefume, that thefe drazen features of our own time will foon wear 
ma and foften into Alver. ere 

any writers have argued, that the movement of civilization is 
rotatory ; and, ia favour of their hypothefis, have made very frequent 
and fpecious appeals to hiftory, in order to atteft the progre(s of 
human focieties from barbarifm to refinement, and the regular 
reverfion of them from refinement to their primitive barbarity. If 
we caft our eyes over almoft any of the african, afiatic, or european 
communities, we fhadl immediately be truck with the force of the 
ag : but it fhould be recollected, that paper was not invented till 
the eleventh century, and printing not till the fifteenth ; fo degenerate 
was the ftate of literature during the middle ages, that many char- 
ters were granted by perfons in the higheft ranks, who affixed the 
fign of the crofs, becaufe thev could not write their own name! 
at prefent there is fcarcely a tradefman or mechanic in the kingdom, 
who is not able to read and write with fluency, and who has not 
the opportunity of fo doing, from the multiplicity of copies which 
may and will be taken of every work of merit and importance. 
This circumftance alone would be a fufficient guarantee againft the 
retrogreffion to-a ftate of ignorance and barbarifm, but there are 
many others, which however it is not incumbent on us to enu- 
merate. 

Mr. J. holds the fame opinion with us refpetting our progrefs 
to perfection ; and as the poets formed a Golden Age, according to 
their imagination of what is good or defirable, he has, in his turn, 
imagined ‘ what will be the fituation of mankind, when genius, 
corrected by fcience, and aflifted by reafon and virtue, fhall have 
produced that improvement of fociety, to which it naturally afpires 
—this is the millennium of philcfophy.’ 

We have dwelt fo long on this portion of the prefent volume, 
that concerning the other eflays we can only repeat the general en- 
comium which we pafied in the beginning of the article: on peru- 
fing the ‘ Venetian, French Captain, and Prieft,’ it concerned us, 
that our author fhould have lowered himfelf to the level of thofe 
ignorant and illiberal calumniators, who have reprefented the french 
as a nation of atheifts: we make no remark on the fubje&, but 
fimply ftate, that the charge is notorioufly falfe. | 

The prefent volume abounds in paflages which would make en- 
tertaining extracts: perhaps few would be more generally interefting 
than the following, in which are exhibited the traits of character, 

thas diftinguished a very fuperiqur mind, 


P. 147. 
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Pp. 147.—" The Chara&er of Gainfercugh.—In the early part of 
my life I became acquainted with Thomas Gainfborough the 
painter; and as his character was, perhaps, better known to me 
than to any other perfon, I will endeavour to diveit myfelf of every 
partiality, and fpeak of him as he really was. Tam the rather 
induced to this, by fecing accounts of him and his works given by 
people who were unacquainted with either, anc, confequently, 
have been miftaken in both. ‘ , 

« Gainfborough’s profeffion was painting, and mufic was his amufe 
ment——vet, there were times when mufic feemed to be his employ- 
ment, and painting his diverfton. As his fki!l in mufic has been 
celebrated, I will, before I fpeak of him as a painter, mention 
what degree of merit he pofieffed as a mufician. 

« When I fr& knew him he hved at Bath, where Giardini had 
been exhibiting his shew unrivalled powers on the violin. His ex- 
cellent performance made Gainfborough enamoured of that inftru- 
ment; and conceiving, like the fervant maid in the Spectator, that 
the mufic lay in the fiddle, he was frantic until he pofiefied the very 
inftrument which had given him fo mych pleafure—but feemed 
much furprized that the mufie of remained behind with 
Giardini ! , 

« He had fcarcely recovered this fhock (for it was a great one to 
kim) when he heard Abel on the viol-di-gamba. The violin was 
hung on the willow—Abel’s viol-di-gamba was purchafed, and the 
houje refounded with melodious thirds and fifths from ** morn to 
dewy eve!” Many an adagio and many a minuet were begun, but 
none compleated—this was wonderful, as it was Abel’s oz» inftru- 
ment, and therefore ought to have produced Abel’s own mufic ! 

‘ Fortunately, my tricnd’s paffion had now a freth obje@— 
Fifcher’s hauatboy—but I do not recollect that he deprived Fifcher 
of his inftrament: and though he procured a hauthoy, I never 
heard him make the leaft attempt on it. Probably his ear was too 
delicate to bear the difagreeable founds which neceffarily attend the 
firft beginnings on a wind-inftrument. He feemed to content him- 
felf with what he heard in public, and getting Fifcher to play to 
him in private-—-not on the hautboy, but the viclin—but this was a 

rofound fecret, for Fifcher knew that his reputation was in danger 
if he pretended to excel on two inftruments *. 

‘The next time 1 faw Gainfborough it was in the charaéer of 
King David. He had heard a harper at Bath—the performer was 
foon left harplefs—and now Fifcher, Abel, and Giardini were all 
forgotten—there was nothing like chords and arpeggios! He really 
ftuck to the harp long enough to play feveral airs with variations, 
and, ina little time, would nearly have exhaufted all the pieces 
ufually performed on an initrument incapable of modulation, (this 


was not a pedal-harp) when another vilit from Abel brought Ifim 
back to the viol-di- gamba. 





_* © It was at this time that I heard Fifcher play a folo on the 
violin, and accompany himfelf on the fame inftrument—the air of 
the folo was executed with the bow, and the accompaniment pizzi= 
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cate with the unemployed fingers of his left hand.’ — 
‘He 
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« He now faw the imperfection of fudden founds that infantly die 
away—if vou wanted a /laccato, it was to be had by a proper 






e 

ec management of the bow, and you might alfo have notes as long as 

y vou pleafe. The viol-di-gamba is the only inirument, and Abel 

r the prince of muficians ! eh : 

y | « This, and occafionally a little flirtation with the fiddle, con- 

> tinued fome years; when, as ill luck would have it, he heard 
Crofdill—but, by fome irregularity of condu&, for which I cannot 

v2 } account, he neither took up, nor bought, the violonceflo, All his 

; pailion for the bafs was vented in deicriptions“of Croidill’s tone and 

’ bowing, which was rapturous and enthufiaftic to the lait degree. 

’ ‘ More years now pafled away, when upon feeing a theorbo ia a 


F picture of Vandyke’s; he concluded (perhaps, beeaufe it was 
finely painted) that the theorbo muft be a fine inftrument. He 
recollected to have heard of a german profefor, who, though no 
= more, I fall forbear to name—afcended per wartes gradus to his 
me carret, where we found him at dinner upon a roafted apple, and 
| dmoking a pip¢—* * * fays he, 1 am come to buy your lute— 
‘© To pay my lude!” 
« Yes—come, name your price, and here is your money. 
« T cannot fhell my lude!” 
« No, not for a guinea or two, but by G—— you muft fell it. 
«© May lude ifh wert much monnay ! it ifh wert ten guinea.” 
¢ That it is—fee, here is the money. 
« Well—if I mutht—but you will not take it away yourfhelf ¥? 
* Yes, yes—good bye ** * ; 
« (After he had gone down-he came up again) 
«*** T have done but half my errand—What is your late 
worth, if | have not your book? 
‘¢ Whad poog, maithter Cainfporouch ?” 
< Why, the book of airs you have compofed for the lute. 
«* Ah, py cot, I can never part wit my poog !” 

« Poh! you can make another at any time—this is the book I 
mean (putting it in his pocket) 
«« Ah, py cot, I cannot”’— 

« Come, come, here’s another ten guineas for your book—fo, 


f 


once more, good day t’ye—(defcends again, and again comes up) 
But what ufe is your book to me, if I don’t underftand it ?—and 
your lute—you may take it again, if you won’t teach me to play on 
it—eCome home with me, and give me my firlt lefon— 

«* T will gome to marrow.” 

*« You muit come now. 

«© J mufht trefs mythelf.” 

‘ For what? You are the beft figure I have feen to day 

“© Ay mufht be fhave’— 

* I honour your beard ! : 

«© Ay mufht bud on my wik”— ) 

‘ D—n your wig! your cap and beard become you; do you 
think if Vandvke was to paint you he’d let you be fhaved ?—— 

‘In this manner he frittered away his mufical talents; and 
though poffeffed of ear, tafte, and genius, he never had application 
enough to learn his notes. He fcorned to take the fir flep, the 
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fecond was of courfe out of his reach; and the fummit became ufi4 
attainable. . 

re Asa painter, his abilities may be confidered in three different 
departments. 

é Portrait, 

¢ Landfeape, and 

« Groups of Ficurca—to which muft be added his Drawings. 

« Te take thefe in the abovementioned order. 

¢ The firft confideration in a portrait, efpecially to the purchafer, 
ic, that it be a perfe&t likenefs of the fitrer—in this refpect, his 
fcill was anrivalled—the next point 1s, that isa good picture— 
here, he has as often failed es fuceeeded. He fatled by affecting a 
thin wafhy colouring, and a hatching ftyle of peneilling—but 
when, from accident or choice, he painted in the manly fubftantial 
flyle of Vandyke, he was very little, if at all, his inferior. It 
thews a great defe& in judgment, to be from choice, wrong, when 
we know what is night. Fetes his beft portrait ts that known 
among the painters by the name of the B/ue-boy—it was in the 
poflefiion of Mr. Buttall, near Newport-market. 

‘ There are three diferent xras in his landfcapes—his firft man- 
ner was an imitation of Ruyfdael, with more various colouring— 
the fecond, was an extravagant foofenefs of pencilling ; which, 
thouch reprehenfible, none but a great mafler can poffefs—his 
third manner, was a ‘olid firm ftyle of touch. 

* At this lat period he pofieffed his greateft powers, and was 
(what every painter is at fome time or other) fond of varnihh. 
This produced the ufual efects—improved the picture for two or 
three months; then ruined it for ever! With all his excellence in 
his branch of the art, he was a great mannerifi—but the worft of 

is pictures have a value, from the facility of execution—which 
excelience I fhall again mention. 

His groups of figures are, for the moft part, very pleafing, 
though unnatural—for a town-girl, with her cloaths in rags, is not 
a ragged country-girl. Notwithftanding this remark, there are 
pumierlefs inflances of his groups at the door of a cottage, or by a 
fre in a wood, &e. that are fo pleating as to difarm criticifm. He 
fometimes (like Murillo) gave intereft toa fingle figure—his fhep- 
herd’s boy, woodman, girl and pigs, are equal to the beft pictures 
on fuch fubjects—-his fighting-dogs, girl warming herfelf, and fome 
others, fhew his great powers in this ftyle of painting. The very 
ciilinguifhed rank the girl and pigs held at Mr. Calonne’s fale, in 
company with fome of the beft pictures of the bet matters, will 
fuily jatiofy a commendation which might elfe feem extravagant. 

__* dt L were to reft his reputation upon one point, it fhould be on 
mis Grawings. No man ever poflefled methods fo various in pro- 
ducing ettedt, and all excellent—his wafhy, hatching ftyle, was 
Acre ih its proper erent. ‘Lhe fubjeét which is fcarce enough for 
@p.cture, 3s iuthcent for a crawing, and the hafty loofe handling, 
Weich In painting is poor, is rich in a tranfparent wath of biftre and 
indian ink. seruaps the quickeft effects ever produced, were in 
fome or his Grawings—and this icads me to take up again his faci- 
hiy of execution, , 


h 


« Many 











bt 


os 


= ae oe 


. 


PR a ke ee 


jackfon’s Four Ages, Se. 49 


« Many of his aa es have no other merit than this facility; an 
yet, having it, ar undoubt edly valuable. His drawings almoft 
ret on this quality alone for their value; but poffe fing it in an 
eminent degree (and as no drawing can have any merit where it is 
wanting) his works, therefore, in this branch of the art, approach 
nearer to partestien | tt 1an his painti ings. 

‘Jf the term facility explain not itfe lf; inftead of a definition, I 
will Wuitrate it. 

« Should a pe ae r of middling execution on the violin, con- 
trive to get through his picce, the moft that can be faid, is, that 
‘he has not failed in his a attempt, Should Cramer perform the fame 
mufic, it would be fo much within his powers, that it would be 
executed with eafe. Now, the fuperiority of pleafure, which 
arifes from the execution of a Cramer, is enjoyed from the facility 
of a Gainfborough. A poor piece performed by one, or a poor 
fubje& taken by the ot ae, sive more pleafure by the manner in 
which they are treated, than a good piece of mufic, and a fublime 
fubjeét in the hands of pra that have not the means by which 
effe&is are poner: d, in fubjefion to them. Toa good painter or 
mufician this illu‘lration was needlefs; and yet, by them onl, 
perhaps, it will be felt and underftood. 

By way of addition to this fketch of Gainlborough, let me 
mention a few mifcellaneous particulars. 

He had no relifh for hiftorical’ painting—he never fold, but 
always gave away his drawings; commonly to perfons who were 
perfe@ly ignorant of their value *. He hated the harpfichord and 
the pianoforte. He difiiked finging, particularly in parts. He 

etefted reading 5 ; but was jo like Sterne in his letters, that, if it 
were not for an originality that could be copied from no one, it 
might be fappote d that he had formed his ftyle upon a clofe imita- 
tion of that author. He had as much pleafure in looking at a violin 
4s in hearing it—I have {een him for many minutes furveying, in 
filence, the perfeGions of an inftrument, from the juft proportion 
of the model, and beauty of the w orkmanthip. 

‘ His converfation was fprightly, but licentious—his favourite 
fubjeéts were mafic and painting, which he treated in a manner 
pecaliar!) y Lis own. ‘The common topics, or any of a fuperior 
caf, he thoroughly hated, and always interrupted by fome ftroke 
of wit or humour. 

The indifcriminate admirers of my late friend will confider this 
fze keh of his chara&teras far beneath his merit; but it muft be re- 
membered, that my wifh was not to make it perfect, but juft. The 
fame principle obiiges me to add—that as to his common acquaint- 
ance he was f{prightly and agreeable, fo to his intimate friends he was 
fincere and honeft, and that his heart was always alive to every 
feeling of honoar and gencrafity. 





‘ * He prefented twenty drawings to a lady, who pafted them to 
the wainfcot of her drefling-room. Sometime after the left the 
houfe: the drawings, of courfe, become the temporary property of 
every tenant.’ 
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« He died with this expreflion—‘“‘ We area'l going to heaven, 
and Vandyke is of the party” —Strongly expreflive of a good heart, 
a quiet confcience, anda love for his profeflion, which only left him 
with his life.’ 

The fubietts treated in this volume are the following. The Four 
Aces. On Gothic Architefture. The middle Way not always beft. 
The Villa. On Wit. An Indian Tale. Different Ufes of Reading 
and Converfition. Charaéter of Gainfborough. Charaer of Sir 
lothua Reynolds. Whether Genius be born or acquired. The Ve- 
netian, French Captain, and Prieft. The Bard. ‘The Ghoft. On 
Gentlemen-Artifts. Coincidences. On Literary Thievery. On 
Pope’s Epitaphs. ‘The Hermit. The reftraint of Society. On 
Rhyme. Odd Numbers. Late. Ufe of Accumulation. On 
Reform of Parliament. Authors fhould not exceed common Judge- 
ment. On the joining Poetry with Mufic. Almanacks. Authors 
improperly paired. The Cup-bearer, an Indian Tale. On Beauty. 
An Odd Charaéter. Something beyond us, neceflary. Influence of 
Appellations. On Executions. A proper Length neceffary for 
Mutical and Literary Produ@tions. s\boulhamed and the Brahmin. 
On Antiquities. On Derivation. On Climate. On Poetical and 
Mufical Ear. On Menta! and Corporeal Pleafure. D. M.D. 
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Art. x. A medical Glofary: inwhich the Words in the various Branches 
of Medicine are deduced from their original Languages; properly ac- 
cented, and explained. by W. ‘Turton, mM. v. 4to. 622 pages. 
Price 11. 1s.in boards. Johnfon. 1797. 


Wuarever has a tendency to leflen the labour or facilitate the 
acguifition of the knowledge of a dithcult fcience, muft be, in fome 
degree, entitled to attention. ‘Thefe are proteffedly the objects of the 
gioilary befure us, which appears to have been compiled with much 
judgement, induftry, and retearch, We could have wifhed, however, 
that the very able and ingenious author had taken a little more 
latitude in fome of bis deferiptions, and been rather more full in 
his explanations of fome of the terms. To the learned and curious 
a work of this kind mui prove highly valuable, as the fources from 
which the various terms and idioms in medical language are drawn, 
are extremely numerous and complicated. The ftudent may alfo 
derive great advantage from, the prefent publication, as the peculiar 
and appropriate meanings of the different technical terms of his 
profeliion may be eafily acquired by turning to it. 

In refpect to the expofition of terms, and the general execution of 
the undertaking, the author thus exprefles himfelf : . 

Pref. P, i—* I have, broughe together fuch as ufage has fixed, 
or learned men have adopted, and hav® contented myfelf with de- 
Cucing them from their proper roots, determining their pronuncia- 
tion, and fimply defining them. : : 

* The unmeaning jargon of Paracelfus and his followers I have 
purpoiely omitted, and have been foliciteus to preferve thofe com- 
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Se) pound words ufed by the phyficians of the greek fchool, maft or all of 

name which are fcattered about tn the writings of fucceeding ages.’ 

After this, we need only furnith the reader with a fpecimen of the 

manner in which the performance is attempted, 

Pp. 216.—§ CoLLy RIUM, (xoAAvpiov, from xaAvw to reftrain, waa Te 
xwrvev tov cov, becaute it flops the defluxion, “ip kalera, arab.) 
An application to the eyes. 

¢ Coropéma. See CoLLosoma. 

. CoLoc a‘SIA (xurvxacea, from MOAOS food, and noe to adora.) The 
egyptian bean, named trom its ufe as a food, and the culom of 
weaving its fowers into wreaths, 

© CoLocy NTHIS (xoAcxvurbsc, from xwAcy the colon, and xiwew to move, 
becaufe of its great purging powers.) ‘The bitter purging apple. 

‘ C5LON (xwAov, guafi MOINOV, from XOKAOS hollow.) The firft of the 
large inteftines.is fo called from its capacity , or from its being 
generally found empty and full of wind in diffection. 

« CoLoOPHONIA (KoAoQwna, the city whence it was firft brought ) 
Black refin. Refin whofe volatile and humid parts are evaporated, 

¢ CoLoguinTEDA. The fame as CoLocynruis. 

© CoLor (from colo toadorn.) Colour. The outward appearance of 
any thing. Difeafes are often difcerned and diftinguithed by the 
colour ot the fkin, feces, urine, &c. 

* CoLora’tio (from colore to colour.) The act of tinging, or giv- 
ing a particular colour to any thing. 

* CeLora Tus (from color colour.) In botany, it means varying from 
its ufual colour, as when leaves which ought to be green are of 
any other colour. 

* CoLéstTRUM (xororpov, from xodres food, or from xcAAwyas to agglu- 
tinate.) The firft milk of an animal after parturition. It is fo 
called, either becaufe it is the firft food of the young, or from its 
being at that time peculiarly glutinous, 

* CoLores (xwawrrs.) A kind of lizard, 

* CeLoroi'DES (xwAawroeonc, trom xwAwins a lizard, and esd0¢ 2 like- 
nefs.) Variegated like the fkin of a lizard, It is applied to the 
excrements when of different colours, 

* Coupos (xormes.) ‘The vagina, or cavitas muliebris. Alfo an ulcer 
called a finus. . 

* Covpoce LE (xodmroxnAn, from xoAmos the vagina, and xa, a tumour.) 
A tumour or hernia feated in the vagina. 

* CoLPporTésis (xeaworrwos, from xcamwcs the vagina, and mirrw to 
fall down.) A bearing or falling down of the vagina, 

‘ CéovuBer (7ued colat umbram, becaufe it delights in fhade.) A 
ferpent living in the fhade of woods. 

‘ CoLtusrina (from coluber a {nake.) The herb fnakeweed; fo 
called from the {nake-like contortions of its roots. 

* Corusri'numM (from coluber a fnake.) ‘The {nakeweed-tree. 

* CoLtu’MBA (from xoAvpCaw to fwim.) ‘The pigeon or dove; fo 
named from its {wimming motion in the air, 

‘ Cotumsi wa (from columba a pigeon.) ‘The herb columbine, or 
flat vervain, and named from the likenefs of its leaves to a pigeon 

_ with extended wings. 

¢ Cotu'mso (a town in the ifland of Ceylon, whence Europe is fug- 

¥ pled with it.) A bitter root of great medical virtues.” 
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The author has chiefy derived his authorities from the moft ap- 
‘ro ed fources, fuch as Blanchard, Caiteilus, Minfhew, Schindler, 
and Gollius. He conclu des hie preface by modeftly obferving, 

Pref. y. iie—* That fuch a work 1s ‘ufeful will perhaps be more 
geadily admitt: 4 than that it las been ufefolly executed ; bur he thar 
has laboured long in attempting to remove the obitrudions to {crence, 
is nor walling 6 add gre se deo to his difficulties, and to believe 


that he has laboured ia vain.’ 


Arr. xt. Th: Art of prol worm g Life. By Chriftop! her William 
Hufeland, m.p. Public Te¢iurer on Medicine at Jena. ‘Tranf 
lated cons the German. In two Volumes. &vo. 605 pages. 
Price 10s. m boards. Bell. r79Q7- 

Noruixc can furely be more interefting to man, than the know- 
Irdge by which his exiftence may be lenorhened, ana reudered more 
happy. - Long life has indeed conftans!, been the prince ‘pal object 
and wifh of mankind; but the ria a direétions, that have hitherto 
been propofed for it’s accomp!.iment, have been, ju many refpects, 
oer and contradictory. ‘The macrodstic art of prolong’ ing life 
muft no » howe er, be confounded wit ith that of medicine, it 18 ma- 


te “ially 2 different both in it's objects, means, and Iimits. 
‘ The object of the medical ied fa S dogtor H. Preface, 
page vill. ‘as health; that of the macrobioric, long life. The 


means employed in the medical art are regulated according to 
the prefent itate of the body and its variations; thofe of the 
macrobiotic, by general principles. In the firft it 1s fufficient if 
one is able to reftore chat health which has, been loft; but no perfon 
thinks of enquiring, whether, by the means ufed for that purpofe, 
life, upon the whole, will be lengthened or fhortened; and the latter 
is often the cafe in many methods en slaved in medicine, The me- 
dical art muft confider every difeafe as an evil which cannot be too 
foon expelled ; the macrobiotic, on the other hand, fhews that many 
difeafes may be the means of prolonging life. The medical art en- 
deavors, by corroborative and qther remedies, to elevate mankind to 
the high heft degree af flrength and phyfical perfection; while the ma- 
crobiotic proves that here even there is a maximum, and that ftrength- 

ning, carried too far, may tend to ac cel rate life, and, confequently, 


to 5 fh orten its duration, ‘J ais practi cal BL ot iielictiak. therefore,. 


in regard to the macrobiotic art, is to be confidered only as an auxiliary 
{cience which teaches us how te know Cileafes, the enemies of life, 
and how to agibspedy nd expel them; buat which, however, muft itfelf 
be fubordinate to the hieher Tavs of the latter.’ 
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The intention of the author in ¢ xecuting this important tafk is, b¥ ¢ | 


laying « wn juft principles Eee the efence and awants of the 
complicated operation of life, and by atrending to obfervations made 
from experience, to difeover the circumftences under which the procefs 
can be haftened and thort ned, or retarded and prolonged. 

The work is therefore not merely defis gaed for the ‘ufe of the phy- 
fician, but the public in siehetal aud feems to be defetving of their 
attention, both on account of the novelty and juftnefs of much, of 
the inftruction which it eonves Se 

in the firft chapter, the aut hor, endeavonrs to trace the progrefive 
attempts to prolong human life, from the abiurd and ignorant trials 
of 
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of the middle ages, to the period of the daring impofitions of 
Mefiner. ‘To many of the fchemes held oat in this long aud dark 
period dottor H. appears to have civen more importance t han they 
deferved. Scarcely any of them feem to us, to have been founded 
on juft principles. In the following chapter, the author has defcribed, 
in a hat ppy and p opular way, the nature, effects, and jaws of the 
Vital princ iple, or power ; bar without introducing any thing new, 


His def a ition and rec pote of life 1s this: P. 62. 


« Life, in an organized being, means the free active ftate of the 
be fore- mentioned power, and the a€tivity and efficacy of ithe organs 
infeparal bly connefted with it. ° The vital power, therefore, is only 


capacity; Life itfelt, action. Every life, confequently, is a conti- 
nued ieelos of the eficience of the power and of organic exertion. 


\Avcontinual confumption of the power and of the organs 1s necef- 


farily the immed tate confequence oi ca procefs; and, on. that ac- 


tsar 


count, an incefiznt reno atte nof both ts requifite in order, that life 
be contidéred as a 
continued procefs ef confumption; and its eilence may be defined an 
uninterrupted wafing and reparation of ourfelves.. Life bas been 
already often compared to a flame; ahd indeed the operation in both 
is the fame. DettruGtive and creative powers are eng gaged, with never- 
écafing activity, in a continual ftruggle within us; and ev ery moment 
of our exiftence is a fingular mixture of annihilation and new creation. 
As long as the vital power retains its frefhnefs and energy, the living 
plaitic powers will have the fuperiority, and afford it protection in 
this conteft: the body will alfo increafe and approach nearer to per- 


may be fupported. The pre {fs of life may then 


efeGtion. By little and little they will balance each other, and, the 


confumption becoming equal to the renovation, the body will at 
genth decreate At lft, the vital power being leffened, and the 
organs worn out, the confumption will este to exceed the renovation; 
and decay, degradation, and, in the-end, a total diffolation will una- 
voidably tollow. This is univerfally the cafe. Every created being 
paties through three periods; that of its growth, that of its being 


‘dlauonary, and that of its declit 1s” 


And its duration he fuppofes to depend on the following. circum- 
qe $ P. 64. 
‘ 1. On the quantity of the vital power which refides in the being. 
A greater fupply of the vital power will naturally laft much) longer, 
and be later confumed, than a fmaller. Now we know, from what 
has been before faid, that the vital power has a greater affinity to 
fome bodies, and to others a Jefs; that it abounds much more in fome 
than in others; and that many external caufes tend to weaken it, and 
many to nowrifh ir. ‘This, therefore, gives us the firft and moft im- 
pecans ground of the difference in the duration of life. 

2. But, befides the vital power, the organs alfo are confumed 
and watted by living ; and, confequently, a “enn confumption mutt 
take place later in a body, the organs of which are flrong, than in one 
of a delicate ftruéture more liable to diffolution. Befides, the ope- 
ration of life itfelf requires the continual agency of certain organs, 
which we therefore call the vital organs. lf thefe be difeated, or 
unfit for afe, life cannot continue. A certain firmnefs of organization, 
and a proper condition of the vital organs, form the fecood ground on 


which the duration of life 7 
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< 3. The procefs of confumption may be carried on more flowly, 


or more rapidly; and, confequently, the duration of it, or whar | 


we call life, even when the powers and organs are pertectly alike, 
will be longer or fhorter in proportion to the quicknefs or flownefs 
of the operation ; juft as a candle lighted at both ends at the fame 
time burns twice as faft as one lighted in the ufual manner, Gr asa 


Jight in dephlogifticated air is confumed ten times faiter than one of § 


the fame kind in common air, becaufe by that medium the proces 
of confumption 1s increafed and accelerated in a tenfold proportion, 
This affords the third ground of difference in the duration of life. 

« 4. As renovation of what is loft and continual regneration are 
the principal means of counteraéting the confumption, thoie bodies 
which internally and externally have the beft means oi regencratin 
themfelves with the moft eafe, and in the greateii perfection, wi 
naturally be of longer duration than thofe which are detiitute of that 
advantage. : 

« in fhort, the duration of life in a being will be proportioned to 
the innate quantity of vital power, the greater or lefs firmnefs of us 
organs, the {peedier or flower con{umption, and pertect or impertect 
rejtoration. Ail ideas on the prolongation of life, as well as all the 
means which have been or may be propofed on that fubject, can be 
brought under thefe tour claffes, and be examined upon thefe prin- 
ciples.’ 

On thefe grounds doéter H. makes feveral important, and pro- 
bably juft conclufions ; and anfwers {ome queftions, that have not jn 
general been well underitood. But fome late phyfiologifts in this 
conntry have gone much further on the fubject, which doctor H. 19 
here confidering. : 

In explanation of the principles that have been jaft advanced, variows 
facts and conclaftons, drawn from experience, in regard to vegetable 
lite, are prefented to the confidegation of the reader. It appears to 
te the opinion of this writer, that the duration of animal, ‘as well 
as vegetable lite, principally depends on the fireneth of the action or 
energy of the organs, or on what he terms the intenfive life. Therefor’ 
the leis iwtenfive the life of any being is, the longer will be its du- 
ration. 

But though this be the cafe, there are many other circumftances to 
he taken into the account, which are fully explained as the author 
proceeds 1n this inquiry. 

From tracing the application of the principles concerning the ex- 
tenlion of lie among animals, the author finds, that * the more iim- 
periect the life of a being is, it will be fo much the more lafting. 
And on the contrary, the tenderer, finer, and more complex the or- 
ganization, and the more perfect the life is, it will be of fo much 
the lefs duration.’ 

Another rule alfo is that—Quod cite fit, cito perit. And there are 
many more equally interefting, and which deferve the examination of 
the philofophical reader. 

We now come to examples drawn from the hiftory of man. In 
this curious review, the author firit prefents to us the moft extraor- 
dinary inftances ef old age among mankind; and then attempts ta 
pose a. ~~ a under what favonrable circumftances, in what 
a , tate of body and mind, man bas attained tothe 
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higheft degree of longevity. The conclufions, at which doctor H. 
arrives in this part of his labour, are numerous and interefting. He 
finds it a point fully confirmed by the experience of every age, that 
emnia mediocria ad vitam prolengandam Junt utilia. 

In the following extract, the reader will find the auther’s idea of 
the nature of human life: Pp. 183. 

‘ The life of man, confidered in a phyfical view, is nothing. elfe 
than an inceflant ceafing and being; a continual change of deftru¢tion 
and reftoration; an everlaiting conteft of chemical, decom pofing 
powers, with all the combining and creative vital powers. New com- 
ponent parts are every moment collected from the whole of nature 
that furrounds us; called to life from an inanimate ftate, and tranf- 
ferred from the chemical to the organic living world; and from thefe 
heterogeneous particles the plaftic vital power produces a new uniform 
mafs, which, in every point, is ftamped with the character of life. 
But, in the fame unceafing manner, the exhauited, worn-out and cor- 
rupted component parts, when their combination is diffolved, become 
fabject again to the mechanical and chemical powers, which are in con- 
tinual conteft with the living powers ; return from the organic to the 
chemical world ; and again become a part of inanimate nature, in ge- 
neral, from which they had been feparated for a fort time. This 
uninterrupted bufinefs is the work of the vital power ever active within 
us; and is, confequently, attended with an exceflive exertion of that 
power, which is an important part of vital operation, Lite, there- 
fore, is a continual receiving, appropriation, and giving back; an 
inceffant mixture of death and new creation. 

‘« What then; in a common fenfe, we call the life of a creature, 
confidered as a reprefentation, is nothing elfe than a mere pheno- 
menon, which has nothing peculiar or feli-fubfiftent but the active 
{piritual power which forms the grounds of it, and which binds and 
regulates the whole. All the reft is only appearance; a grand fpec- 
tacle continued, where the thing reprefented does not remain the 
fame a moment, but is inceflantly changing—where the whole duration, 
torm and figure of the reprefentation depend, in a particular manner, 
on the matter employed, which is always varying, and on the manner 
in which it is ufed; and the whole phenomenon can exift no longer 
than the continued influx from without, which fupplies nourifhment 
for the procefs—Its analogy with a fiame is, therefore, very great ; 
only that the latter is merely a chemical, and life a cliemico-animal 

10cefs—a chemico-animal flame.’ 

The reafonings of Dr. H. on the length of the life of man, and 
the influence of the foul upon it, are not, we muft confefs, the mott 
clear. They are, indeed, fearcely confiftent with conclufions, that 
have been made in preceding parts of the work. The fubject bas many 
difficulties,and bot few of them are removed by the obfervations which 
are here introduced. ‘The following is our author’s delineation of a 
perfon deftined for long life: p. 231. 

‘ He has a proper and well-proportioned ftature, without, how- 
ever, being too tall, He is rather of the middle-fize, and fomewhat 
thick-fet. His complexion is not too florid: at any rate, too much 
ruddinefs in youth is feldom a fign of longevity. His hair approaches 
rather to the fair than the black; his fkin is ftrong, but not rough. 
His head is not too big; he has large veins at the extremities, and 
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his fhoulders are rather round than flat. His neck is mot too long; 
his belly does not project; and his hands are large, but not too deeply 
cleft. His foot is rather thick than long; and his legs are firm and 
round. He has alfo a broad arched chet; a ftrong voice, and the 
faculty of retaining his breath fora long time without diffitalty. In 
general, there is a complete harmony tn all his parts. His fenfes are 
voca, but not too delicate; his pu fe is flow and recular. 

~"« His ftomach is excellent, his appetite _— and his digeftion 
eafy. The joys cf the table are to him of importance; they tune 
his mind to ferenity, and his foul partakes in the pleajure which they 
communicate, He does not eat merely.for the jake ot cating; but 
each meal is an hour of daily feftivity; a kind of delight-attended 
with this advantage, in regard to others, that it does not make him 
poorer, but richer. He cars lowly, and has not too much thiri. 
Too great thirft is always a fign of rapid felf-confumption. 

‘In general, he 15 ibid loquacious, active, fufeep tible of joy, 
love, and hope; but infennble to the Jmpretiions oi-hatred, anger ‘and 


. > , »(enr — . 
avarice. His paflrons never 


-- 


he ever pives way (o anger, he e xp eriences racher an ufeful glow of 
warmth, wn arfitcial and gentle tever withcat an overflowing: of the 
gall. He ts fond alfo of employment, particularly calm meditation 
and agreeable fpeculations—is an opdmut, a triend to nature and ‘do- 


meitic ‘felicity—has no thirk after honors and riches}cand banifhes all 
thoughts of tomorrow. 

In the ninth chapte r our author fums up the means of prolonging 
life. ‘The ways in which uiis may be-accumplifhed hevaflerts to be, 
firit, by mcreafing’the vital power itfelt ; fecondly, byvhardening the 
organs ; thirdly, by retarding vital confumption ; fourthly, by tacilita- 
ting and affitting reftoration. The plans and metheds that have beer 
founded on thefe principles are afterwards minutely examined, and 
the advantages of each fully explained. This forms an’ interefting 

sart of the work, and is in many refpedts judicioufly handled. 

The fecond volome contains pra¢tical hints and direétions, founded 
on the principles that have been laid down above. But although the 
author has here gone into many elaborate inquiries, we cannot perceive, 
that he has thrown much additional light on the fubjeét.: It is, we 
believe, no new doétrine, that temperance and moderation are the fafeft 
guides to old age. ‘This, however, is the doctrine , which our author 
has chiefly inculcated, and which he fully anc i diligently confiders 
under two diftin@t heads: firft, the guarding acaini the enemies of 
life, and thofe means that fhorten it: and fecondly, the knowledge 
and ufe of thofe means which tend to prolong it. ‘Every thing, that 
has any tendency either to thorten og protract the period of human 
exiftence, is here carefully arranged and examined, but. the reader 


will probably, in mavy inftances, think, that the author is tedioufly 
ininute, Ww ithout i iggetting new ideas, " 
, thort, by Cxnsbiting the art of -prol longit 1g life in a fomewhat 
citercnt point of view, and giving the materials of which it is com- 
yofed fome alieration of arran zegnent, the author has made the matter 
of his volumes frequently prefent an ap pearance of novelty, to which 
it has no folid claims. We are, however, very ready to admit: that 


aa is a large portion of ufeful, and fome new information in the 
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xecome too viclent or deSiroAive: it 
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Beddoes’s IntroduSory Lecture, Sc. 57 


Art. xt. 4 Lefure introduflory to a Courfe of popular Inftrudion on 
the Conftitution and Management of the human Body. By T. Bed- 
does, M.p. 8vo. 72 pages. Price 1s. 6d. Briftol, Cottle; 
London, Johnfon. 1797. ; 
Trat prejudice and felf-intereft will, as long as they are able, 

endeavour to ftem the tide of popular medical inftruétion, has been 
fuficiently evident on former occafions; but the neceffity or utility 
of the thing isnot the lefs obvidus on that account. Some may here 
objeét too, that provincial fituations are not fuitable for the com- 
munication of general information on the fubjeéts of medicine: this 
is not, however, of much importance, the fat will be proved by 
the refult of the trial. Perfeverance and talents can effeét much, 
even under unfavourable circumftances ; and it may turn out alfo, 
that the contrary is‘the truth. At any rate the defign is laudable, 
and merits the notice of the public. 

In the prefent leCture Dr. B., with his ufal facility and happinefs 
of manner, draws the attention of his hearers to various advantageés 
and improvements, that may be expected from a well-direéted courfe 
of public inftru&ion on the fcience of medicine. 

P. i3.—* lt is animating,’ favs the doétor, * to think that we can 
move, fecure from thofe arrows that flew unfeen, and fo often fmote 
our anceftors. Bur above all our prefent attainments, Ff value a dif- 
pofition which, if I miftake not, is arifingin the public mind. This 
cifpofition is diicoverable in the intereft which treatifes on the laws 
of life excite heyond-the bounds of medical profeffion. It is moft 
agreesbly proved by the number of parents who devote themfelves 
to the early care of children; a tafk, formerly devolved upon me- 
nials, or dependants but little hicher in efteem.. And if more evi- 
dence be required, it is furrifhed by the reception of our offers to 
gratify your defire of information, to the extent of our means.’ 

The circumftances that gave rife to the attempt, andthe plan on 
which it is to be conduéted, will be teen in the following paflage, 
which ferves the purpofe of preface to the lecture. 

Apv. Pp, ii—* A prattitiorer in furgery accidentally informed me 
many months ago,.that be was defirous of giving a courfe of anato- 
mical lectures in Briftol. ‘To furnith individuals with fo. much know- 
ledge of themfelves as fhould enable them to guard againft habjtual 
ficklinefs, and a variety of terious ciforders, had been long an object 
of contemplation with me. I therefore propofed that the courfe 
fhould be modelled according to this idea. 1 remarked, that a 
diftin@ exhibition of the larger lines of anatomy and phyfiology 
would be alfo the mode of inftruGion beft adapted to young ftudents 
in medicine; much obfervation of le€tures having convinced me 
that extreme minutene(s is only perplexing to beginners. ‘This, 


joined to fome other confiderations, prevailed. The perfon in 


guefion has devoted much of his fpare time to the providing of 
proper preparations, and he has aflociated in the undertaking a 
fellow practitioner, who poffeffes a valuable anatomical colleCtion. 
For my own part, I fhall contribute my ucmoft affiftance to the de- 
fign, in whatever way that affiftance fhall, upon refieftion, appear 
meft likely to be effe€tual. The purpofe of the courle will be to 


exhibit the ftructure of the human body, in a manner neither wy are 
cial 
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ficial nor tedious, to explain the funétions of the parts as far as 
they have hitherto been inveftigated, to illaitrate by ipecimens the 
principal deviations of the fe parts from their healthy conformation, 
and to interfperfe fuch reflections as may be ufeful in phyfical edu- 
cation, and the whole condutt of life.’ 


Ant. x111. Difertation on the chemical and medical Properties of the 
Brfol Horwell Water. To which are added, Practical Obfervations 
on the Prewention and Treatment of Pulmonary Confumption. ; By 
A. Carrick, s.p. 8vo. 167 pages. Price 2s. Od. Briftol, 
Yearfley; London, Cadell and Davies. 1797. 


Tx15 differtation appears to have different objects in view, fuch 
as the afcertaining of the chemical qualities of tle Briftol hotwell 
water, it’s medicinal properties, and it’s ule tn che cure of pulmo- 
nary con{umption; to which the author has added obfervations on 
the prevention and treatment of the difeafe, But none of thefe 
matters feem to us fully inveiligated. 

The chemical analyfis may be accurate fo far as it goes, as the 
author feems to have beftowed fome labour upon it; but it is much 
too confined to afford a complete or fatisfactory view of the fubject. 
The writer, from his few trials, finds, that this celebrated water 
holds in folution the following fubftances. 

rp. 50.—— A wine gallon of 231 cubic inches of hotwell water, 3s 
impregnated wrti 

Muriated magnefia ....... 7% grains 

Mariated foda . 2. $2.0... § 

Vitriolated foda ........ 4212 

Vitriolated hme ........ 21% 

Carbonated lime . 2... 2°. <'. “G93 


, 
~ 


—_———-- 


Making together of folid matter . . 473 grains 


Carbonic acid gas... .. . 39 cubic inches 
Relpitiiie aif... 


Making together of gafeous fluids 33 ¢ubic inches.’ 


After fhowing the difference in the contents of the hotwell wa- 
ter under different fituations of the tide, Dr. C. takes notice of the 
lately-difcovered warm fpring at Clifton, called the Sion Spring. 
They both feem to contain ingredients of the fame kind, but the 
anthor hinds in the proportions of fome of them a very ftriking dif- 
ference, of which he has here inferted a tabular view. 

Or the medicinal properties of this water the author appears to 
have a high opinion, though he does not attempt to folve it’s mode 
of action: in fhort, he does little more than found it’s praife as a 
remedy in a few cafes of difeafe. We do not think it fo extraor- 
dinary as the doctor, that this diuretic water removes diabetes ; it 
probably contains other properties, that may be full as ufeful in this 
ditorder: nor do we agree with him, that the moft efficacious re- 


medics in this complaint belong to the clafs of diuretics. Late ex- 
perimengs 
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Carrick’s Difertation on the Briftol Hotwell Water. 59 


periments feem to have fhown the contrary. The doétor has per- 
haps not examined this fubject with much attention. 

From the practical obfervations on the prevention and treatment 
of pulmonary confamption, no great utility is turely to be expected, 
after being told by the author himfelf, that little will be found in 
them * to intereft the phyfician, or to gratify the prevalent thirit 
for novelty in medicine.’ Of what advantage can the drefling up 
ofa few well known circumftances be even to the public, for whom 
the author profefies to write? On the manner of clothing and drefs 
cuftom has already, in a great meafure, rendered the fuggeitions of 
Dr. C. unneceflary. 

Confumption being fuppofed by our author a/ways.to arife from 
inflammation of the active kind, his remedies of courfe are of the 
debilitating clafs, and fuch, we believe, as have been commonly” 
employed wit) this view. 

p. 131.—‘ When,’ fays he, ‘ either from the inveterate nature of 
te diforder, or from having been fo long neglected, the fymptoms 
are not removed by the evacuant and antiphlogiftic treatment, the 
bleeding ought to be repeated, either by the lancet, or by leeches, 
or cupping glaffes applied as near as poflible to the affected parts. 

‘ A blilter kept open, or an ifflue or feton near the feat of the 
pain or ftricture, will be found of the gr@atelt efficacy in removing 
them. When the pain arifes from an inflammation of the pleura 
only, thefe remedies will feldom fail to effect a cure, and even 
when the fubftance of the lungs is affected, great relief is conftantly 
obtained from them. As it frequently happens when a blifter has 
been kept open fora length of time upon a {pot affected with pain, 
the inflammation is thereby removed to fome other part of the chef, 
in fuch cafes it will be necefiary to change the fite of the blifter ac- 
cording to the fhifting of the pain or ftricture. 

‘ Internal remedies may be likewife employed with advantage 
in preventing or moderating the fever, and quieting the cough; fuch 
as neutral falts, antimonials, and fometimes opiates. Riding on 
horfeback has been univerially recommended in this, and indeed in 
every ftage of this diforder; and undoubtedly, gentle exercife in 
fne weather cannot fail, in moft cafes, to have a good effect on the 
general health: but in the prefent cafe it ought to be very gentle 
indeed, or altogether avoided, as every thing which accelerates the 
motion of the blood cannot fail to be injurious. The utility of 
warm cloathing is obvious; and woollen ought to be immediately 
fubftituted for linen next the ‘kin. Where the circumftances of the 
patient will permit, a journey or a voyage to a warmer Climate, 
particularly for the winter feafon, is much to be inculcated ; where 
that cannot be complied with, the moft fheltered and eligible fitua- 
tion in England fhould be reforted to for winter quarters; and where 
neither of thefe can be accomplifhed, the greateit attention poflible 
muft be paid to the prefervation of the body from cold and fudden 
chills, by means of warm cloathing, and avoiding expofure to night 
air, and damp and windy weather.’ 

By this plan the do¢tor thinks that nine-tenths of thofe cafes that 
threaten confumpsion may be prevented, 
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‘The curative and palliative means are alfo confidered, but we can- 
not fee that Dr. C. has advahced one ftep further than thofe writers 
who have preceded him. Pxewmatie’praice, im his hands, does not 
appear to h ive been fuccefsful ; but his trials in this way are not 
indeed fufficient to form anv tudgment upon. The.work may, 
however, ferve to be put into the hands of thofe who vit the Hot- 
wells, which is perhaps the purpote for w hich it was defigned. 


eh 


Aer. xiv. An Account of We Fellow Fever, aith a faccefiful 


Methed of Cure: by James Bryce, Surgeon, late of the Buf- 
hridee baft-Indiaman. 8vo. 07 pages. Price zs. 6d. Edin- 
bureh, Creech; London, Robinfons. 1796. 

Notuise can afford a more certain teft of the utility of a par- 
ticular mode of treatment, than that of it’s "being adopted Tn 
diferent fituations by different praétitioners, without having the 
leat knowledge of the practice, that had been followed by. egch 
other. T] the treatment’ of the vellow-fever. 
Dr: Roth, in America, Dr. Chifhotm, in the Weft-Indies, and our 
author in crofing the equator in thé Atlantic ocean, have each of 


« 


n 


them found the difeafe to give way to nearly the fame mode of 
management. ‘The fever, that is here delcribed, aroie on board the 
Bofbridge Eaft-Indiaman, in her voyage from England to Madras 
and Bergal, in the fummer of 17¢2, about ‘the time when fhe 
pafied the equator, as has been jut cbferved. 
On the origin of the difeafe we have nothing fatisfaftory. ‘Whe- 
ther it proceeded from contagion brought om board, or generated 
in the fhip, or from fome other powerful and general caufe, the 


+) - “4 } * d > _ ma . 
nuthor coOuid not determin 
™ . ~~ . sala ~ ? i oe eo - ~ oe mY, 
p. 18.—* The general prevalence,’ fays he, * of it among thofe 
s | _ | > | _ 


n oubt, feems to fuggeft contagion as the caufe, yet 
the following obfervations are rather adverfe to this Opinion. 
‘4. The length of time after our departure from England before 
the difeafe appeared, renders it improbable that contagion was 
thence derived. : 
‘ 2. Our having fyequent intercourfe with the crew of the Rofe 
Indiaman, while the difeafe raged on board of us, without their 


~ . ’ . 
bet if an ‘éted by if, Makes 1%s contaytous nature, except under 
particular circamflances, queftionable. And accordingly, 


‘ > Al } ‘ fad OTL UF . - pent rg ‘ > a¢ " 
though many convalefcents were fent on fhore at Madras, 


fome of whom even fuffered relapfes during their flay there, the 
difeaic was not communicated to the inhabitants, nor did it after- 


— r . : oy ! ole athte aa " , r 
ward pear on board, althourh, after we had been there only ten 


mays, icveral new patiengers proceeded with us te Bengal. 

tter caules whic! a wht perate in producing this difeafe, 

Hcircumbances of diet, fituation, and ftate of 
hove; and { contels, that it was to a combination of 
th mt 2 was mclined to attribute chiefly the calamity which 
prs eter \ — change to a full dict of animal food, -and 
that not f the mot dig flible kind, with an almof total deprivation 
or wegetatics, ina hot climate, and where the people, efpecially 
tae | Ouns recrurts, were unable to take their w onted exercife, may 
oe lappoied to prove pernicious to health.’ 
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Bryce’s Account of the Yellow Fever. 6r 


Rut from whatever fource it came, the hiftory of it’s fymptoms 
fully fhows it to have been of the moft pcitilential kind; and to 
‘have approached, in fome refpedcts, to the nature of thofe fevers, 
that have lately made fuch havoc in Philadelphia and the Wett 
Indian iflands. 

The hiftory of fymptoms as detailed by Mr. Bryce is fufficiently 
full, and probably ‘correét ; but we could have wiihed, that he had 
been a little more attentive to the flate of the diffe rent fu ret as 
well as that of the pulle, fora day or two before the actual attack of 
the diforder. This would have afforded us a more correét idea of 
the nature of the fever, and have fhown whether a flate of confi- 
derable excitement aCtually occurs in the beginning of it or not. 
In fuch a climate as that in which the difeafe took place, it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that a fate of indire debility muft foon have 
been induced. And this feems indeed to have been the cafe from 
the early change of appearance in the difeafe, and the good effects 
of the author’s mode - treatment, which, however, prdceeded on 
thefe principles. 1ft. The evacuation of all putrid offending mat- 
ters from the alimentary canal. 2dly. The prevention of their 
re-accumulation. jdly. The relief of urgent fymptoms. 

P. 51.—* In order,’ fays he, ‘to accomplish this evacuation of 
the putrid matters, I found the moit active of the purging medi- 
cines abfolutely neceflaryv; and that which to me appe: ared by far 
the moft effectual for the purpofe was ¢a! ‘omel, either given by 
itfelf, or joined with ether powerful cathartics. 

Surely if any putrid tendency had exifted in the fyftem, mercurial 
purges muit have increafed it, and confequently have rendered the 
difeafe more violent. But Mr. B.’s evacuations mof probably ope- 
rated in avery different wz 'y- By reducing the exceflive excitement 
that induced the difeafe, they probably brought the body to it’s 
natura! fate, and of courfe removed the fever. Of this the author 
does not appear to have had the leaft idea, as he tells usin the 
following patlage, p.§2.—that he is ‘ anxious to recommend a 
more free ufe of calome!, than has hitherto been common even in 
warm rhmnstes, being fully convinced that the greateft part, if not 

ai the acute difeafes of thofe regions, proceed, either inmediately 
or remo auf from accumulations of offending matters in the 
bowels. I have ieen fo many inftances of the good effetts of- this 
medicine, in preventing and in curing the fevers of warm climates, 
without ever witnefling gny bad effects from a liberal and judicious 
ufe of it, that Ido think any error which is likely to arife from its 
ufe, mult proceed from giving it in too fmall a quantity. This, 
molt valuable medicine feems alfo peculiarly adapted to difeafes of 
warm climates, becaufe, from its {majl bulk, it becomes difficult 
for the ftomach to seje& it, though vomiting fhould occur foon after 
taxing it, @ circumitance particularly troublefome in fevers of thofe 
ee Its operation 1s alfo very immediate, and the violence of 
s action in the prima-viz, where either a degree of terpor of the» 
inadiliads has taken place from the prefence of putrid matters, or 
where the coats of the whole inteftinal canal are fo loaded with 
vifcid matters, as to render the milder purgatives totally inaétive, 
points it out as peculiarly eligible.’ a 
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As the author’s view of the difeafe extended no farther than to 


the putrid condition of the contents of the inteftinal tube, and their - 
confequent tendency to produce that ftate in the fyitem ; we find. 


his expectations chiefly directed to evacuatory remedies, and his 
attempts to explain their mode of aétion chicfly hinging on the 
removal of thofe offending matters, which he fuppofes to be lodged 
in the bowels. prey ; 

On the prophylactic treatment, the few dire€tions that are laid 
down are judicious. It is here remarked, that the fever declined, 
as the fhip approached a more temperate climate ; but did not ceafe 
until her arrival at Madras, where there was a plentiful fupply of 
frefh vegetables and fruits. ibe 

Though this fever in fome of it’s features had a_ftriking refem- 
blance to that of the yellow fever of the Weft Indies, in others it 
materially differed. ‘To us indeed it appears to have had more of 
the typhes caf. The author is however of a different opinion, and 
his reafons are thefe : ‘ 

p. 84.—‘ Although, as I have already obferved, the caufe of 
this difeafe cannot be traced to any precife fource, and in that 
refpect the difciples of the different opinions entertained with re- 
fpeét to the ongin of the yellow fever in the weltern world, may 
be difpofed to reye& any comparifon between them; yet, upon a 
careful examination of circumftances in the modes of the attack, 
in the progrefs of the fymptoms, and even in the method of cure, 
I apprehend there will be found a very ftriking fimilarity ; to me at 
leaft, a fameneis of the difeafes is very evident; fo much fo, that 
had the hiltory of the yellow fever, as related by Dr. Ruth or Dr. 
Chifholm, fallen into my hands, without a title, I fhould immedi- 
ately have pronounced it to have been a hiilory of the difeafe which 
occurred on board the Buibridge. 

‘ The circumftances of the fimilarity in the fymptoms, as cof- 
tivenefs, obtufe pain in the right fide, defe& of appetite, flatulency, 
perverted taite, giddinefs, dulnefs, and more or lefs yellow colour 
of the eyes, with dim and imperfe& vifion; at the fame time, the 
fedden attack and ftriking appearance of the countenance, men- 
tioned both by Dr. Ruth and Dr. Chifholm; the coma, liftlefsnefs, 
and indifference about themfelves, and every thing elfe, pains of 
the eyes, joints, and calves of the legs, together with the man 
fymptoms of a nervous nature, alfo mentioned by thefe authors ; 
are all ftrong proofs of what | have advanced.’ 

Whether Mr. B. be right in this conclufion or not, the treatment, 


which he purfued in the removal of the difeafe, does much credit te 
his judgment and obfervation. A. Re 





LAW. 


Art. xv. dx Effay om the Law of Ujuy. By Mark Ord, Efq. 
Barrier at Law. 8vo. About 150 pages. Price 38. Brooke. 
179°. 
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Gifborne’s Vales of Vever. 6 3 


Tu1s traét contains a brief hiftory of the laws refpeSting ufury, 


' 3nd will be found very ferviceable to practitioners, both on account 


ef the cates cited, and the application of them. 

Mr. Ord begins by defining ufury; then fhows the antiquity of 
loans at intereft, the prohibition of ufury by common and ftatute 
law, the ancient mode of punifhment, and the reafons for it’s feve- 
rity. He next points out, what contracts come under the denomi- 
nation of ufuries; marks how far ufury affects the validity of the 
contraét; and then concludes with the punifhments by modern law. 


Art. xvi. The Trial of Fobn Binns, Deputy of the London Corre- 
fponding Society, for Sedition. Before Mr. Jujtice Afbburft, at the 
A ffixes held for the County of Warwick, on Suturday Auguft 12rh, 
1797. Yaken in Short-hand by Mr. Henry Bunne, Birmingham, and 
publifbed by the Defendant. Second Edition. Svo. 84 pages. 
Price ts. 6d. Birmingham, Belcher; London, Evans and Bone, 
Mr. Percival, who addreffed the jury on the part of the 

crown, infifted fronely on two counts of the indictment: the firft 
rcf{pected annual parliaments and univerfal fuffrage, and the fecond 
an attempt to procure thefe by force. In the courfe of his harangue, 
he alluded to ‘ the monfrous do€trine’ of men ‘ facrificing their 
lives in the caufe of poiterity,’ which he was pleafed to term a ‘ falfe 
philofophy.’ 

After the evidence for the profecution had been adduced, Mr. 
Romilly, in behalf of the defendant, very ably thowed, that the 
witnefles varied from the indiétment, and indeed from each other. 
‘The evidences for the defendant went ftrongly in favour of his in- 
nocence, both as to principles, and intention. 

Mr. juftice Afhhurit, who prefided, candidly allowed, * that it 
would not only be commendable, but the bounden duty of every 
man to take arms, and refift the attempts of the execuiive power, 
if it itrive to wreft from the people the liberty of the preis, and 
trial by jury.’ 

The verdi@, which was £ not guilty? will, we hope, tend nota 
little to lay that fpirit of profecution, which, were it io be conti- 
nued with the vigour difplayed fome time ago, would totally era- 
dicate the liberty of fpeech, and people every parifh in the king- 
dom with informers. $. 


——) 





POETRY. THE DRAM A- 


Axt.xvir. The Vales of Wever, a Loco-Defcriptive Poem, infcvibed 
to the Reverend John Granville of Calwich, Staffordfhire, by 1. 
Gifborne, Efg. 4to. 88 pages. Price §s. boards. Stockdale. 
1797. . 

Mr. Giszgorne has an indifputable talent for defcriptive poe- 
try: and in the prefent produétion he has fhown confiderable tafte in 
the feleétion of obje&ts, he has difplayed a lively imagination..and 
a copioufness of language. He will excufe us, however, for point- 
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64 POETRY. 


ing out to him one or two faults, which diferedit his poem; the firt 
twenty lines are extremely exceptionable on. many accounts : 
pr. 7.—* Wootton! if e’er thy fhadowy vales, 
Thy rock-roof’d canopies and dales, , 
Diffus’d enchantment o’er my breaft, ' 
Or charm’d one anxious thought to ref : 
Now, as | tread thy fylvan fteeps, 
‘7 ‘hat nodding chill thofe verdant deeps ; 
While noon the fummer’s gloric us birth 
Salutes, and flars with flowers the earth, 
Lifts to the Jit in their filken ¢ LYES 
And mufks with balmier breath the fries : 
Receive amid thy vocal throng 
The tribute of my parting fong. 
« O’er heaven’s wide azure vapours roll, 
Gray failing to the arctic pole, 
Soft as they ride the whifper’d gale 
(Broad /badows fhuddering down the vale), 
Part their grand forms, blue gulfs difclofe, 
Swell or contract as Zephyr blows ; 
Onward they roll fublime and flow, 
And edge their wondrous fhapes with fnow,’ 


The lines from feven to ten, which we have printed in italics, 1f 
they have any meaning at all, are extremely obfcure; what is the 
nominative cafe to ‘ falutes,’ * ftars,’ « lifts? and © mujfks’? is 
* noon’? furely not. agen does not ‘ flar with flowers the earth’ ; 
which by the way is fcarcely a legitimate expreffion; Mr. G. him- 
felf would have {miled if a brother poet had talked of ‘ flowering 
with ftars the ‘ky,’ which perhaps would hardly be a more extrava- 

eant expreffion than his own. te, it is the province of fummer to 
« ftar with flowers the earth’ and < lift to the fun their /lken eyes ;’ 
but ‘ fummer’s glorious birth’ cannot be the nominative cafe furely! 
the difcovery of it then mutt be left to the fa wgacity of the reader. 
In three lines (3 3 I 4, and 15) the vapours roll, fail, and ride! 
the epithet fouddering in the next line feems to have been feleéted 
merely for the fake of alliter ay 

‘« Part their gray forms’ (1. 17.); in the courfe of the poem, fe- 
veral initances occur of this sFedted and unnatural arrangement : 


Pp. 31.—* Hovers the hour, when Jutftice dread 
On Tyranny’s devoted head 
Shall w ing’ &c. 


yg 


- 36.—* But eaves the Mufe her flowery plain 
For furly Winter’s drear domain.’ 

yr. 61.—* Here amid black fequeftered fhades, 

That darken’ d once those funny glades, 

Frown'd a great pile.’ 


vr. O5.—* Ere long fulphureous clonds imbrown’d 
The heavens, and roll’d along the ground ; 


2 rembled the earth.’ 
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p. 83.‘ Trembied the Nymphs’ occurs twice. 


This inverfion of the regular arrangement frequently creates 
obfcuritv, and the trick betrays itfelf by repetition; it is fearcely 
ever allowable, and in fome of the preceding inftances is ufed with 
peculiar infelicity: where it has been reforted to by writers of 
eminence, the intention has been to exprefs a rapidity of action, 
by a correfponding rapidity and abruptnefs of exprefion: 


«« the ftring let fly 
Twang’d fhort and fharp” 








Pope's Odyf. * 
Fairfax in his tranflation of Taffo fometimes ufes it as expreffive 
of velocity: 
«© Lichten’d the Heav’n above, the earth below 


Roared aloud” ——— 18. B. 37. ft. 
In this lat inftance the found is a complete echo to the fenfe: the 
firit part of the fentence, which defcribes the lightning of heaven, 
fnaps upon the ear, while in the latter, defcriptive of the earth’s 
lazy rumbling, the line feems to labour, *‘ and the words move 


flow.’? in four out of the feven inftances which we have adduced 
from the poem before us, Mr. G. is clearly wrong in the application 
of this mechanifm; in the firft, the fecond, the fourth and the 
fifth. ‘lhe reafon in each cafe is fo obvious, that it is quite unne- 
ceffary to point it out. 

Notwithftanding the faults, which we have juft enumerated, the 
perufal of this poem afforded us confiderable pleafure: Mr. G, has 
undoubtedly a poetical genius: feveral of his defcriptions are highly 
picturefque, and his imagery is rich and abundant. We fhall cons 
¢lude this article with a fpecimen, which does credit to the poet, 
after a defcription of the fcenery from Wootton park down the 
vale towards the bank of the river Churnet, he glances at exiffence, 
and affimilates it’s precarious and deceitful period to the peculiarities 
of that river: he afterwards gives a fanciful defcription of the 
naiads viewing the brafs-work at Alton, 


r. 76.—* Churnet! how fleet thy waters roll 
Afide this grafly-mantled knoll, 
And down yon ford impatient urge 
Fach white exafperated furge. 
The meadow gain’d, how {mooth they glide ! 
The lucid furface dimpling wide: 
Now feem to paufe, yet filent rove, 
Then bound impetuous into Dove. 
« So fleet, fo changeful, dark and clear, 
Exiftence rolls from year to year ! 
When Health arrays Youth’s cloudlefs mora, 
And Pleafure gilds each rifing dawn, 
= ammeter] 
* Several examples are given in the introduétion to Headley’s 
Beauties of antient Poetry, which Mr. G. may sead with ad 
lage. . 
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POETRY. 


On pinions fwift as orient light, 

Time feems to wing his airy flight : 
But when th’ illufive landfcape fades, 
Saddening at Death’s difaftrous fhades, 
When wrapp’d in night Affection tries 
In vain to clofe her aching eyes, 
Looks back on life, on widow’d years, 
And fteeps her pillow in her tears; 
How fullen ftrikes the bell! How flow 
Each awful moment feems to flow! 
Sorrow the tedieus night deplores, 
And Fancy wails the Jengthen’d hours. 


« Here oft the fifter Naiads urge 
Their fteps on Churnet’s flowery verge, 
Smile at the fmiles, whene’er they pafs, 
Of beauty beaming in the glafs.— 
Lo! now they leave their fhadowy caves, 
And cleave with fnow-white arms the waves ; 
Till (where difmantled Alton Jours 
Mid tottering wrecks, time-moulder’d towers, 
Round each pale baftion ivy creeps, 
And fallen grandeur decks the fteeps) 
With dew-dropp’d hands they clafp the fedge, 
On pearly feet afcend the edge: 
Their limbs in folds of luftre veil, 
And give their treffes to the gale. 
As they trip down the verdant fhore, 
Sudden, emergent waters roar; 
Rebellowing clamours loud affail 
Alton’s proud cliff and echoing vale, 
In blackening volumes fmoke afcends, 
O’er heaven’s aérial arch extends, 
Dims every flower and radiant green, 
And curtains all the bufy fcene. | 
Chill’d with ftrange horrors, paufe the fair, , 
Gaze on the foam-revolving wear ; 4 
Each clofer binds her fifter’s hand ; 
Fear-fix’d the lovely ftatues ftand. - 
Lo! where the wheeling river boils, 
Sudden, a portal hoarfe recoils ; 
Dark forms, within a deep recefs, 
Around their ponderous anvils prefs, 
Or jarring beat the brazen thongs, 
And gorge with brafs th’ infatiate tongs. 
But now the footy crowds awhile 
Cait on the fair ‘« a.ghaftly {mile ;” 
With lifted hammers pois’d in air, 
Gaze on the nymphs, forget their care, 


Again the modern Cyclops throng, ’ 
And roll their brazen wreaths along, 4 
Ope the broad ftove’s refulgeni door 3 


And Glory thudders on the floor: 
2 Loud 
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Loud roars the wind! freth flames afpire, 
Ceil the wide vault with theets of fire, 
With fquander’d ftars the fmoke illume, 
While lightnings quiver through the gloom.’ 
We cannot avoid noticing a flight inaccuracy of expreffion in the 
two following lines: 
Defcribing a winter’s ftorm, the poet fays—P. 33. 


‘ In clouds againft my groaning fath 
Broad feathery flakes inceflant deaf. 


Da/> is furely a very improper word to exprefs the filent and the 
flow defcent of fnow. 


Arr. xviit. Poems, by the Rev. Gerald Fitz-Gerald, p.p. s.F. 
1.c.p. and Profeffor of Hebrew, in the Univerfity of Dublin. Now 
firit collected in one Volume, revifed and improved by the Author. 
Small 8vo. 93 p. Price 3s.6d. fewed. Dublin, Mercier and Co, 
London, Johnfon. 1797. 


Tuts elegant little volume confifts of four poems, each of which 
has been feparately publifhed many years ago, and long been out of 
print; the prefent edition, therefore, improved as it is by the learned 
profefior’s recent revifion, will be confidered by the public as a very 
acceptable prefeat. ‘The firft poem is entitled T4e Academic Sport{man; 
the fecond, The Injured Ilanders; the third 1s an imitation of the 
eleventh fatire of Juvenal, and is called 74e (Economif#, wherein the au- 
thor has happily fubftituted old irifh ho‘pitality and manners for cor- 
refponding examples in the original, and illuftrated his poem with ex- 
tracts froin irifh hiftory; the tourth is an ode-for St. Patrick’s day, 
and is called Te Revival; it was written in the year 1780, whea 
whe fame of the volunteers in Ireland had attained to the height of it’s 
celebrity, * a circumftance,’ fays the dottor, ‘ which, it is hoped, 
will not render it lefs acceptable at the prefent period, when the fame 
patriotic fpirit has arifen on a much more énterefting and alarming oc- 
cafion.’ A few introductory remarks are prefixed on tue fubjeét mat- 
ter of each poem, and a few notes are added in elucidation at the 
end. 

Much as we are pleafed with the * CEconomitt,’ which is a very 
eafy and animated imitation of Juvenal, we are difpoftd to give a 
preference to the * Injured Iflanders,’ as fuperiour in point of defcrip- 
tion, imagery, and harmonious verfification, to any poem in the pre- 
fent collection. The £ Injured Iflanders’ is an epiitle from Oberea 
of Otaheite to captain Wallis, who difcovered that ifland in 1767. 
The object of the poem is to difplay the malignant ‘ influence of art 
upon the happinefs of nature.’ After the departure of captain Wallis, 
a revolution ftripped Oberea, the generous queen of Otaheite, of her 
wealth, her dignity, and power; * a remembrance of their mutual af- 
fection—a fenfe of her fubfequent misfortunes—and a patriotic feeling 
for the fate of her country, are the bafis of the poem.’ 

We doubt not but our readers will be much pleafed with the follow- 
ing extract :—p. 44. 

« Thefe awful fcenes, depicted to my view, 
(And fame, O Wallis! egies the painting trye,). Of 
2 c 
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_ Whofe higheft rage fubmiffion could difarm— 





POETRY- 


Oft to my mind fome dreadful change prefent— 
Some diftant danger, or fome dire event—— 
Some gath’ring tempett, black’ning from afar—~ 
Some burfting rage of defolating war :-— 
Ah! fhall this ifle, fo late admired by thee, 
To plenty facred, and to pleafure free— 
This land, where peace diffus’d it’s hallow’d power, 
Where focial virtues cheer’d each pafling hour, 
A barren wafte—a litelefs fcene appear, 
By rapine plunder’d, or enflaved by fear? 
Some tyrant’s conquelt, or fome pirate’s fpoil ? 
It’s native bleffings banifh’d from the foil !— 
Ah! fhall its fons, to feek fi€titious wealth, 
For lordly matters lofe their florid health? 
For glitt’ring ore, that ever ufelefs fhines, 
Shun the bright day, and fink in difmal mines ? 
Or, bent to burdens, on the furface go, 
Inur’d to all the difcipline of woe— 
Forbid it thou great Tane, ever bleft! 
If e’er my wishes reach’d thy pitying breaft, 
If e’er a fuppliant won thy friendly care, 
Oh! {pare my country, mighty ‘Tane, fpare! 
Ere ills, like thefe, o’er native rights prevail, 
Dart the keen lightning at each daring fail, 
Bid the loud tempett roufe the whelming wave, 
And not a foe the furging fury fave : 
Or far remove, if vengeance be forgor, 
Thefe Injur’d Iles to fome fequefter’d fpot, 
Some placid corner of the boundlefs main, 
Unmark’d by fcience, unexplor’d by gain, 
Where Nature, ftill, her empire fafe may hold 
From foreign commerce confidence and gold. 
From foreign arts—from all that’s foreign free— 
Save Wallis only—if approv’d by Thee. 

* Yes, Wallis, yes, from thee no fears alarm, 


Well do my thoughts recal ¢ iat awful hour, 
When firft we felt, and trembled at thy pow’r, 
Some dreadful demon, with an hoftile band, 
We fear’d thee fent to defolate our land, 
What could, alas! defencelefs troops infpire ? 
What check the fury of deftruétive fire? 
Repell'd, confounded, Patriot valour fled, 
As all around the rapid ruin fped ; 

"Till, firft in mercy, as the firft in fway, 3 
Your pity fpar’d what pow’r could take away, 4 
Refiftance conquer’d faw refentment ceafe, : 
And war's black horrors brighten into peace : E 
*T'was then, to meet thee on the crow thore . 
‘The verdant plantain in my hand I bore , | 
in due obeifance, half my bofom bar’d, : 

Aad found refpect by mutual rites rever’d, 


A kindling 








Fofbrooke’s Economy sf monaffic Life. 


A kindling zeal, ere complaifance began, 

And all the hero foft’ning in the man: 

Pleas’d with the manners of my mighty gueft, 

I fearlefs led thee to the focial featt, 

Where palm-fpread fheds, on ftately pillars, ftood 
lidft cooling fhades, and viftas of the wood, 

Each op’ning front drew fragrance from the air, 

You gaz’d—you vow’d a paradife was there— 

Smil’d as the cocoa, foothing to the foul, 

Pour’d the {weet bev’rage from it’s native bowl, 

Or, vary’d viands op’d their grateful ftore, 

Fruits from the grove, and fifhes from the fhore, 

New wonder rofe, when rang’d around for thee, 

Attendant virgins danc’d the Timrodee, 

And vocal bards, the pleafure to prolong, 

Sung the bold deeds, and heroes of their fong, 

But chiefly thee, thy vidt’ry, and thy praife—_ 

‘The nobleft fubjeét of their fimple lays, 

Till the tir’d fun, on weftern waves repos’d, 

Difmifs’d the ev’ning, and the Heiva clos’d, 


This is a fair fpecimen of the poem, from which it will be feen 
that our author’s verfification is rather diftinguifhed by an elegance and 
eafe, than grandewr or fublimity. 


Art. x1x. The Economy of monaffic Life, (as it exified in England) a 
Poem, with philofophical and archeological Illuftratious from Lyndwood, 
Dugdale, Selden, Wilkins, Willis, Spelman, Warten, Sc. and coe 
pious Extra&s from original mss. By T. D. Fofbrooke, m.a. Cu- 
rate of Horfley, Gloucefterfhire. 4to. 110 p. Gloucefter, Raikes ; 
London, Johnfon, No date. 


Txis poem may be confidered as giving the generic charafer of 
monachifm: in a fhort preface the author ftates, that it was not his 
mtention to reconcile all the different orders, or does he appear to 
have had in view any particular inftitution as the model foe de- 
{fcription. Mr. Fofbrooke has endeavoured, .and we will add very 
faccefsfully, to convey a general idea of the nature of monattic life, by 
defcribing thofe duties and ceremonial particulars, which were common 
to every fociety of monks. ‘The numerous and recondite references, in 
the poem itfelf, the preliminary differtations, the notes, and the appen- 
dix, evince the author to have beftowed confiderable labour in the elu- 
cidation of his fubjeét. As to the poetry, an obfolete phrafeology and 
the ftanza of Spenfer give it an air of appropriate antiquity ; the fol- 
lowing fhort extract, we are perfuaded, will be fufficient to infpire our 
readers with a defire of perufing the whole performance: it defcribes 
the profeflion of a novice: p. 36. 


- * There too, before the monkifh cowl was worn, © 
wo hoary pedagogues* tyrannic reign, 
(Soon as his youthful locks were clofely fhorn) 





* * The mafters of the novices were to be old men, Lynd, Cont. 
Othob. Oxf, ed. p. 144." 
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POETRY. 


Tutored the novice to a life of pain, 
Harfh as of maids, whom aunts unmarried train 
Deceiver man at diftance meet to hold ; 

When of the bright-haired monarch’s fiery wain 
One journey through the pictured figns was told, 
In lift of monks profeffed that novice was“inrolled. 


« He, on fuch day, in a fequefter’d cell, 
On all the hierarchies of Heaven would call, 
'To witnefs that he bade the world farewell ; 
Ere Jong the prior filled his fretted ftall, 
And hooded conclave lined the chapter wall, 
Ere long the found of coming feet they heared, 
A gentle buz began of murmurs {mall, 
Againft the door a trembling form appeared, 
Whofe pale looks marked how much the folemn fcene he 
feared. 


* Slowly he moved with head upon his breait, 
And bent his knee the prior’s throne before ; 
His hands were by the trembling prior prett ; 
All filent gazed, the book of holy lore 
In folemn ftep the grave precentor bore, 

A due paufe made to aid his fault’ring tongue, 
A triple piety of vows* he {fwore, 

His lips thrice on the quiv’ring volume hung, 
And thrice a loud Amen along the arches rung. 


*« Then two and two they marched, and loud bells tolled, 
One from a fprinkle+ holy water flung, 
This bore the relicks in a cheft of old, 
On arm of that the {winging ceafer hung, 
Another loud a tinkling handbell rung, 
Four fathers went that ringing monk Eehind, 
Who fuited pfalms of holy David fung, 
Then o’er the crofs a flalking fire inclined ; } 
And banners of the church} went waving in the wind,§ 


* Next, while the fane with unwont fplendor blazed 
Againft the lighted altar’s velvet plain |}, 
Behold him kneel, his hands to heaven upraifed ; 
Vifions of glory fire his inftant brain, 
Jefu’s meek form, and the immortal train 
Of white-robed faints, a bright proceffion hold, 
To cherubs carolling a heavenly ftrain ; 
While feraphim thar float in air, unfold 
Their fkirts of woven light, and white wings dropt with gold. 





* * Poverty, conftancy, and obedience,” 
* } Asof the Trinity, the Saints, &c.” 


~~ — 


‘ + Holy-water fprinkle.’ 
‘ § Befides thefe there were 


the ceroferarii or candleftick-bearers, the deacon reading the gofpel, &c.” 


‘ | Highly illuminated on feftivals and great occafions. Monatt. 


& 3- Ecc. Cath, p- 241. 2 hi hts behind the hi h alta > th ee 
nights before Eafter,’ . — Ss ; 


« Louder 
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Rayner’s Commentary of Hierocles. 


« Louder.and louder fwells the choral pfalm, 
The mighty founds frefh ecitafy infpire ; 
The faints applauding wave the branch of palin, 
Rejoicing feraphs ftrike the golden wire, 
‘Their beamy treffes {parkle in the choir, 
Defcending clouds upon the altar reft, 
And light exceilive vaults the fane with fire; 
He joins the bright proceffion of the bieft, 
And glides fublime along a Heaven-admitted gueft*, 


Art. xx. The Commentary of Hierocles upon the Golden Verfes of 
the Pythagoreans ; now cf tranflated into Engli/h from an accu 
rate Edition of the Greek Original, publifbed in London, in the 
Vear 1742, by the learned Dr. Warren, accompanied with Notes 
and Illufirations, by William Rayner, a. 8. Vicar of Calthorpe, 
8vo. 150 pages. Price 4s. fewed. Norwich, Berry and Ko- 
chefter; London, Longman. 1797. 

In thefe ‘ Golden Verfes’ is condenfed a brief but compre- 
henfive fummary of the popular doctrines of Pythagoras: the 
learned are not agreed concerning the author of them, and_pro- 
bably never will be fo; the verfes however may very fairly be 
afcribed to. fome follower of that celebrated philofopher; and 
whether the honour be due to Lyfis, Empedocles, or Epicharmus, 
it is not perhaps of much confequence to determine. Hicrocles, 
by whofe labour thefe Golden Verfes are illuitrated, was a pla- 
tonic philofopher of the fifth century; his eloquence was ad- 
mired at Alexandria, where he pretided over a fchool, ‘ and read 
le€tures on them, to an attentive and admiring audience;’ his 
Commentary, which has defcended to the prefent times, is a 
performance moft minute and elaborate; fcarcely has he fuffered 
one word to efcape without fome elucidation or remark. The 
englifh reader is now indebted to the labour and learning of Mr. 
R., for the juft tranflation of this. Commentary into his own 
tongue: he appears to have entered fully into the meaning of 
his author, and to have kept in view thofe three points, which 


-he well obferves in the preface, muit be heedfully attended to, 


in order to produce a good tranflation from the greek, or indeed 
from any other language; thefe points are, accuracy, per/picuity, 


- and /pirit. 





* * The novice to be profeffed, went to the chapter, requefting the 
fociety of the houfe. ‘This being granted, he took the oaths upon the 
miffal, the abbat or prior holding his hands between his own. He 
then carried the miffal to the altar, a religious fervice was performed, 
and the drefs of the order delivered to him. Lyndwood fays, habitus 
profefforum datur in capitulo, habitus novitioram in choro—he adds 
habitus profefforum benedicuntur, habitus vero novitiorum non. 
¥ 203, col. 1, note ¢, voc. religionis habitum. Pref. Monatt. ° 

a a. Id. ¥.2, p. 500, of the knights hofpitallers; but the form was 
fimilar among all the religious, as well monks as lay-brothers. See 
V. 2, P. 740. | | 
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We thall fele& 2 fhort extract from the Lecture on the fols- 

lowing line, 

‘ Th’ iluftrious heroes next your homage claim’ 
becaufe it comprehends one of the tranflutor’s notes in illufration 
ot his author. f 

r.16.—* The beings who in nature and honour are a middle 
kind, ate the illufrious heroes: thefe have always a knowledge Oo 
their Creator, and by him are crowned with felicity of lite; yet 
neither in the. fame degree of perfection, nor unchangeably fo. 
United to him in a medium way, and converting to him without 
foil of vice, they choir about him in varied morements, and, by 
a multiplied knowledge, at once feparate and join the contem- 
plations of the former kind, and make ¢4e clo/e ot their infpections 
the beginning of their own initiations. 

‘ Thefe, with reafon, are named clluffrious herocs; illufriousy as 
being good and always enlightened, and zever falling into vice 
or torgetfulnefs; and Aeros, as fervent lovers of God, who rarte 
and elevate us from this earthly dwelling to a citizenfhip above. 
It is ufual alfo to call them good demons, as learned and know- 
ing in the divine laws; and fometimes good angels, they fhew- 
ing and announcing to us the precepts for a happy life. Em- 
ploying alfo frequently this threefold notion of them, we diftin- 
guifh the whole middle kind into three fpecies ; that next to she 
smmortals, we call angels; that bordering on the terrene kind, 
heroes; and that equi-diftant from both extremes, demons; and 
this is a diflinction that Plato often makes. 

*‘ Some denominate the whole ofthe middle kind from one of the 
above names, indifferently calling them all angels, or demons, or 
heroes ; now thefe bear a fimilar relation to the prime kind that 
light does to fire, or as a fon to his father: whence the heroes are 
called fons of deities, they not being generated by mortal congrefs, 
but proceed irom their one caufe, even as light beams from the 
fubftance of a luminous body, but a light ferene and pure. 

* Next to this /cond kind, there falls under our confideration 
what may be denominated light ix foade, which is the third or hu- 

nan kind of rationals, and which fometimes falls into vice and for- 
gettulnets ; whence alfo a man departs froma continued knowledge 
o his Maker, and fo is inferior to them who always know him *; 
but 





‘ * Thefe gods, or celettials, as the philofopher calls them in 
this commentary, are no other than the Frxep stars which we 
fce in the fkies; each of which, he fuys, isa fpirit endued with 
reajon, and clothed with a pure and ccleftial form. Pythagoras, 
as Laertius tells us, taught, that the fun, moon, and ftars are 
deities ; and Alcinus, fpeaking of the eight fpheres, fays, thefe 
are all of them intelligent beings, in their fhape globofe; and thus 
Hierocles explains them. In his lecture upon the 67th verfe he 
fpeaks of the fun and ftars as follows: “ as in the flars, the fu- 
perior or commanding part isa spiriTuaL nature, and the in- 
terior 2 CORPOREAL OB¢ ; and, as the whole fun is a being that 
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Rayner’s Commentary of Hierocles. "2 


but he is fuperior to animals, in that he fometimes has knowledge 
of God, and is then recalled to the ftudy of divine fcience; when, 
















































confifts of fpirit and body, fuch alfo are the other kinds, the 
heroic and human: every hero is a rational foul, clothed ina 
luminous form, as a man, in like manner, is a rational foul, with 
an ethereal form, or what you may call the inner man.” It has 
been thought by fome, that Hierocles, in this fcheme, has im- 
roved upon the old heathen plan: but this is a miftake; and 

all he has faid upon this head 1s no other than what Homer had 
faid long before him, as will be feen in the following beautiful 
extract from that poet’s hymn to Apollo, or the fun, ina ftrictly 
literal tranflation : 

© Escs oc Docuslaw Antes Epinuceog viog 

Dopuslys yrahupn wpoc T1vbw werprecoay, xtre 

Renown’d Latona’s fon, {weeping the lyre *, 

To rocky Pytho haftes, arrayed in vetts 

Immortal, fragrant; and his lyre, when ftrikes 

THE GOLDEN PLECTRUM jf, yields a found divine! 

Thence from the earth, as pleafure prompts, he foars, 

To high Olympus, to the courts of Jove, 

And mixes with the gods. The lyre and fong 

Commence immediate, the immortals’ care ; 

When all the mufes, with mellifluous tongues, 

Refponding aid the fong. Sweetly they choir 

«< The blifs stncERE a ecie the ftabbing cares 

Of difappointed, vex’d, unhappy men, 

The fruits of painful ignorance ; how they live 

Darken’d, defpairing, impotent of brain ; 

Nor cure for death, nor remedy for griefs, 

Nor lenient balm for dubious mufing find.” 

The bright-trefs’d graces, with the laughing hours, 

And Harmony and Hebe, feed of Jove, 

And Venus, handed each by fome young god, 

Lead up the meafur’d dance; while Dian fair, z 

Glorying in arrows, with Hyperion bred, 

To them foft-filvering, as her Phebus, fings ; 

With thefe gay Mars and keen-ey’d Mercury 

Difport ; while Sox, far beaming and fublime, 

Swift, as he glances up THE GRAND SALOON, 

Smites deep into the chords, and {wells the lyre; 

Splendors wing round him, while the lightning beams 

Of his quick-quiv’ring feet and roteate vett 

Purple rue pome; Larowna, thron’d by Jove, 

Eyes him with rapture, extafy’d to hear 

The lovely lyrift warbling with the gods. 


‘ Neither Homer, Hierocles, nor Pythagoras feems to have 
had the leaft idea of ** an edifice from God, a houfe nor MADE 
WITH HANDS, eternal in the heavens.” 2 Cor. v. 1.’ 


‘ * The planetary orbs. 


‘ + The folar rays, which, beating upon and pervading the 
erbs, arrract and keep them in their due pofitions, 
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74 POETRY 


having efcaped material corruptian, and fhaken off his propenfity 
to mortal pleafures, he is raifed and joined to the divine choir; 
and then alfo it is meet he fhould receive honour from us, as one 
deemed worthy of the divine acceptance, and as having graced an 
equality with human nature, by a participation in one above it. 
And indeed it becomes him who loves God, to honour fuch as in 
any degree refemble him, whether they have enjoyed that likenefs 
from eternity, or acquired it by diligence and exercife, im time, 
Such are men who have been eminent in virtue; concerning 
whom, when releafed from this life, the poet thus ordains, in 
e enfuing lines. 

To theie Golden Verfes of the Pythagoreans Mr. R. has 
added a tranflation of the Charatters of Theophrafus, a philo- 
fopher, to whom we are indebted for the prefervation of Arif 
totle’s works, and who, with much horour and celebrity, fuc- 
ceeded him in the labours of the Lyceum. 


Arr. xx1. The Invincible Iland; a Poem: with intredu@ory Ob- 
fervations on the prefent War. By Percival Stockdale. 8vo, 
63 pages. Price 2s. Clarke. 1797. 

Wen Edward the firft completed the conqueft of Wales, he is 
faid to have affembled all the bards, and ordered them to be put 
to death, left the latent energies of the people fhould be roufed into 
action and revenge by the powers of their poetry*. Far be it from 
us, however,—very far indeed! to frighten Mr. S. with predicting 
for him fo melancholy a fate. We venture to affure him, that 
fhould Buonaparte fucceed in the threatened invafion of England, 
and adopt the barbarous policy of the firft Edward, he has nothing 
to do in order to fecure a reprieve from the general maflacre, than 
offer the conqueror a copy of this moft delectable poem. Any half 
dozen lines will explain the reafon. Pp. 26. 


* Would but ove f{pirit of the mighty dead 
His heat benign on his admirer thed ; 

Would Burke, who gave us poetry in profe, 
While ftrength of argument collateral flows; 
With great fuggeftions fill my poorer breaft ; 
“iL would then, with glorious agitation bleit, 
Congenial fenfe, and imagery produce, 

Of private rapture, and of public ufe.— 
‘Transfafe dis fervid zxther to my line; 

The coynefs I could bear of all the Nine. 
Oh! come; to man difpofed for ever well; 
People with PLaro’s forms my lonely cell ; 
Thofe forms, in eloquence by thee convey’d; 
In thy mellifluous ftyle, celeftial thade! 

A fplendid world of poetry would fhow; 
And with more mafic teach my verfe to flow ; 





~~ 


® It is well known that Mr, Gray’s pindaric ode “* The Bards” is 
founded on this tradition. ' 


Come. 














Cumberland’s Falfe Impreffions. A Comedy. 75 
Come, then: to letters warmly ftill inclined ; 
Enrich my fancy, and inform my mind?’ 
Reader! haft thou not enough of thefe rapturous ftrains? then 
buy the book; the price is on/y two fhillings, 


Art. xxi. Opucules Pottiques, par P Auteur de lV’ Epitre a mon Pere. 
8vo. 46 pages. Chelfea, Jaques et Thomas. 1797 


Tue firft of thefe poetical opufcula is entitled Les Epoux Mal- 
heureux, ou les Vittimes de la Vendée. After Lycis and Daphne 


‘ bave been married about a twelvemonth, the former, in defence of 


his king, joins the leaders in La Vendée; in croffing the Loire on 
his return, 


‘ Pouffé contre un rocher par les vents furievx, 
Son fréle efquif fe brife avec un bruit affreux.’ 


Luckily, however, he is thrown on fhore by a billow, but during 
his abfence the enemy has burned his habitation, and murdered his 
wife. Driven by defpair, he returns to the fcene of action, and is 
killed by a ball in the engagement. We have read thefe poems 
with patience, and with pity, as the probable production of fome 
needy emigrant; but it is impoflible to fpeak of them in terms of 
very high commendatien. One Mr. Ewer has tranilated the greater 
part of them, moit wretchedly. ‘Take the following fpecimen, 
{peaking of the republicans : 


« T will not with their deeds defile my mufe, 
Let us foft tints and pleafing colours afe 
The Vendéans to paint, religious, good, 
Living together all in brotherhood,’ &c. 


To call fuch ftuff a tranflation is moft cruel to the author. 


Art. xxiii. The Facobin’s Lamentation; or, The Poor too rich. 
8vo. tg pages. Price is. Hatchard. 1798. 


We fuppofe the author of thefe fatirical verfes pleafed himfelf by 
his compofition ; we wifh not to deprive him of the pleafure he en- 
joys, for really we cannot fhare it with him. 

‘The man who can find no mifery in England, no poverty occa- 
fioned by war or by taxation, is likely to travel over the globe, with- 
out making any difcovery of the wretchednefs of human beings. 

How falfe, then, have been the complaints of all ages, and how 
ridiculous muft be the fuppofition, that the earth is curfed, and man 
born to forrow! 

But we check ourfelves,—for who would rea/om with the author 
of the Jacobin’s Lamentation? D.M.D. 


Art. xxiv. Falfe Impreffions: A’Qomedy in five A&s. Performed ai! 
the Theatre Reyal, Covent-Garden. By Richard Cumberland, Ef{q., 
8vo. 74 p. Price zs. Dilly, 1797. ; 


Te reftlefs and rapid pen of Mr. C. has fupplied the theatre with. 
anew drama in the piece now under review. Our remarks on this 


production 
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96 THE DRAMA. 


prodaétion will be fhort: for, not fuficiently attentive to that prudent 
advice, 
« Solve fenefcentem maturé fanus equem””— 


and refolved, as it would appear, to gallop bis Pegasus to death, out 
dramatift has forced the poor jade, in the effort before us, to betray 
evident fymptoms of wearinels and imbecillity. If we require from 
the comic mufe a vigorous contruction of fable, a difplay of character 
various and novel, a dialogue fparkling with wit of mellow with he- 
mour, it is not perhaps from the faireft progeny of Mr. C 3 
‘Lhalia, that we are to expect our gratification: but‘in the fubject of 
our prefent notice we can fcarcely trace enough of the parent to af- 
certain the legitimacy of the banding; and we look in vain even for 
that mediocrity of excellence, which we have acknowledged in fome 
of the elder offspring of the fame family, This drama, indeed, is 
moral in it’s defign and it’s execution; and to be invariably moral is 
the appropriate and high character of Mr. Cumberland’s poetic as well 
as profe page. " 

The ftory of this dramatic trifle, fo much of it, at leaft, as is 
diflinctly defined, may be very fhortly related. 

Lady Cyprefs, an old and rich maiden lady, is indaced by the in- 
fluence of her attorney-agent, Earling, who cherifhes defigns on her 
fortune, and her perfon, to entertain a ftrong prepofietlion againft her 
nephew, Algernon, whom fhe has never feen, but whom fhe has been 
taught to regard as tainted with almoft every vice, and to whom fhe 
coniequently refufes admijlion into her prefence or her caftle. As an 
additional motive for her prejudice againft this young man, her fifter’s 
fon, and for her partiality te his flanderer, Earling, the. circumftance 
of a chancery-fuit, in which her caufe was fuccefsfully conduéted by 
the latter againft the tather of the former, is incidentally mentioned. 
"The fame weaknefs, which allows her té be biafled againft her nephew, 
leads her, firit to receive into her protection, and fub{equently, het an 
undefined period of dependence, to adopt, (with the refolution of re- 
figning the immediate pofleflion of her property in favour of her new 
davghter,) mifs Emily Fitzailan, a young lady, who has no other 
claim to the fiignal diitinction in queftion, but what is formed by her 
perional virtues, and the merit of her father, a refpeétable old officer, 
who died on the field of battle. ‘This ftrange refolution is abandoned 
by lady Cyprefs with the fame levity with which it was at firft enter- 
trained; and mifs Fitzallan is thrown from her golden profpetts to her 
priiline poverty, in confequence of her offering, in reply to the calum- 
nies ot barling, fome detence of Algernon, whom fhe had accidentally 
fecn; and tor whom as her deliverer from the brutality of a ruffian, 
wo had ailaulted her, fhe had conceived a tender affection. In this 
ftate of things, fir Oliver Montrath, who had been the friend and mi- 
liiary comrade of major Fitzallan, is introduced upon the ftage, By 
his honourable inference, Algernon, who was already in the caftle 
wader the diiguife of a footman, obtains an opportunity of confrontin 
harling, and ot vindicating his charatter to the complete fatisfaétion 
of his weak and pliant aunt. The denouément is now effeéted. 
Lionel Montrath, fir Oliver’s nephew, to whom the hand of Emily- 
Fitzailan had been dettined by her patronefs, is difcovered to be the 
villain, trom whofe violence the young lady had lately been refcued by 


the 

















Cumberland’s Falfe Impreffions, A Comedy. "9 


the feafonable and fpirited interpofition cf Algernon, All impedie 
ments to the union of the hero and the heroine of the fCene being 
now happily removed, and the old lady’s affections running as ftrongly 
in favour of her nephew, as in the preceding moment they had done 
againft him, the drama clofes, in perfect conformity with the laws of 
joetic juftice, by difmiffing guilt to thame, and honcity to honour and 
Eeestachs ; 

Such is the flight ftuff from which the {cenes, under our examination, 
are fabricated; and to purfue our remarks on this piece through 
thofe other conftituent parts of a draina, the characters, fentiments, and 
language, would bea tafk which could produce no other refult, thaa 
that of difappointment to the author, and of fatigue to our readers and 
ourfelves. We will content ourfeives therefore with tranfcribing that 
fcene of the production which ftrikes us as the beft; and with ex- 
prefling our fatisfaction, that, however lightly this comedy may weigh 
in the feale of Mr. C.’s dramatic reputation, it caennor, from 
it’s fuccefs upon the ftage, be deficient when poifed in that of his 

rofit. 
F p. 30.—* Act II].—Lapy Cypress AND SERVANT, 

« Lady Cyprefi.—Hark! “tis the porter’s bell—run to the hall, and 
tell me if fir Oliver’s arriv’d. 

* Serv. Madam, he’s here: fir Oliver is prefent. 

© Sir Oliver Montrath enters.—Lady Cyp, Weicome, moft welcome! 
May I truft my fenfes? This is above hope that you and I fhould live 
to meet again. 

* Sir Oliv. My ever dear, my ever honour’d lady ? 

« Lady Cyp. Time has gone lightly over you. my friend! You, 
that have travers’d fea and land, are whole; I, that have tempted nei- 
ther, am become a fhatter’d wreck on fhore. 

* Sir Oliv. Not fo, not altogether fo, thank heaven! Time is a 
furly gueft, whofe courtefy does not improve by long acquaintance 
with us; but we'll not rail at him fince he permits us once more to 
meet.—And here’s the fame old cattle {till unfpoilt by modern fop- 
pery; aye, and the fame old grandfires firny in their frames with not 
one wrinkle more than when I parted from them years ago, 

‘ Lady Cyp. Aye, years indeed—but you have fill’d them up with 
gory 3 your’s has been a life of themes for future hiftory, a field of 

aurels to adorn your tombemine has been tame and fimple vege. 
tation. 

‘ Sir Oliv. I have liv’d a foldier’s life; but, heaven be thank’d, 
{’ve plunder’d no nabob, ftript no rajah of his pearls and pagodas, nor 
have I any blood upon my fword, but what a foldier’s honour may 
avow—but you have here a relict of my gallant comrade major Antony 
Fitzallan. He was wounded by my fide, carried off the field, and died 
in my arms. With his laft breath he bequeath’d (’twas all he had to 
beitow) a bleffing to his daughter, and charg’d me, if I liv’d to 
~~ to England, to thank you for your charity, and be a friend 

oO her, 

* Lady Cyp. I truft you'll find her worthy of your friendthip. 

_* Sir Oliw. Is the good, is fhe amiable ? Has fhe her father’s prin- 
siples, her mother’s purity ? 

* Lady Cyp, See her and judge; fhe’s naturally fincere—but where's 
your nephew ? where is Mr: Lionel ?—-{ reckon’d with much pleafure 
upon feeing him, , 

‘ Sir 
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© Sir Oliv. Ah, my good lady, there I am unfortunate. IT had 
built upon the hopes of prefenting him to you; but it cannot be_at ft 
prefent. Poor Lionel is indifpos’d, and muit bear his difappointment ! 
with what philofophy he can. 

« Lady Cyp. The difappointment is reciprocal—a little time I hope fe 
wil! hring him to us, 

« Sir Oliv. 1 with it may—but loek! who conies— I 

st « Ledy Cyp. This is my orphan charge—This is our Emily. | is 
| © Emily Fitzallan enters.— Sir Oliv. The very image of her lovely | 
Ee mother. ae ; 
Lady Cyp. My dear, this is fir Oliver Montrath, mine and your fa- ge 
ther’s triend; as fach you'll honour him. > 
t « Sir Oliv. As fuch I claim the privilege to embrace and prefs her 
af to my heart. My child, my charge, devolv’d upon me by a fa- 
? ther’s legacy, when breathing out his gallant foul in prayers and blef- di 
. fings for his Emily. : t! 
ti « Emily, Oh fir, was you, was you befide him at that dreadful mo- | tl 
it. ment ? 

* Sir Oliv. I was, my child! thefe arms fupported him, cover’d | 
with wounds, and crown’d with victory—alas! how dearly pure | n 
chas’d. 

« Emily, Then let his laft commands be ever facred; if you have 
any fuch in charge to give me, impart them, I conjure you. 

« Sir Olr», 1 have none but bleffings to impart. In fortune’s gifts 
the hero had no fhare, in virtue’s he abounded. In the care of this 
your generous benefactrefs he had left you; to that and heaven’s pro- 
e¢tion he bequeath’d you. 

* Emily. 1 am content , and what before I ow’d in gratitude to this 
beneficent and noble lady, I now will pay with filial obedience and 
duty fuper-added. Suffer me, deareft madam, from this moment to 
call myfelf your daughter. 

‘ Ledy Cyp. As fuch I have adopted you! remember now, my 
child, the duty you have taken on yourfelf, the authority you have | 
conlign’d to me, AH rights parental center now in me; your happi- 
nefs, your credit, your eftablifhment, are trufts for which I am re{pon- 
fible.—- You have no other tafk but to obey. 

* Emily, Obedience, madam, has its limitations; but fuch as ] 
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Mit would render ¢o my father I'l] pay to you. Have I your leave to 

ee withdraw ? 

i : * Lady Cyt. You may, my dear; your fpirits feem'to need it.— 

va? Go and compofe yourfelf. [ Exit. Emily. 

{ Ei ‘ Sir Ole, Exquifite creature! I’m enchanted with her. By hea- 

ue : ven! “twould be the heighth of my ambition, the object I have moft at 
: 4 heart in lite, to fee my Lionel—Oh that I could !—here kneeling at 


her teet.—Born of fuch parents, train’d by fuch inftru€tions, and grac’d 
with charms fo iovely, Emily, without a fortune, is a match for 
princes. 

* Lady Cyp. Ui fuch is your difinterefted wifh (and greater happi- 
nets | could not pray for) | truft my fortane thrown into her fcale will 
not make her appear lefs worthy of your nephew, or caufe you to. re- 
tract your good opinion. , 

* Ser Ole. No, turely ; but I doubt if I thould with your fortane 
to go out of the nght channel even to’ Emily, We that have never 
married fhould regard cur nephews as our fons, , 
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Franklin’s Wandering Few: A Comedy. "9 
« Lady Cyp- But does affinity impofe on me an obligation to be- 
{tow my property on one that merits nothing, to the wrong of her that 


merits all ? 
‘© Sir Oliv. Is that the character of Algernon? Is he fo unde. 


ferving? 
; Lady Cyp. Ah there, my friend, there is my terror; the deftiny 
I dread; the man of all men living the moft dangerous to my peace 


is Algernon. 


« Sir Oliv. Indeed ! ; 
‘ Lady Cyp. Preferve my Emily from him—fave her from Als 
gernon! 


‘ Sir Oliv. 1s Algernon then born to be a curfe to both of us? 

« Lady Cyp. Explain yourfelf. . 

« Sir Oliv. He is your nephew, therefore I was filent; but if he’s 
dangerous to your peace of mind, to mine he is fatal—in one word, 
the wound of which my haplefs Lionel now languifhes was given by 
the hand ef Algernon. 

« Lady Cyp. Horrible wretch !—his murderer.— 

© Sir Oliv. I fay not that; for modern courtefy gives not that 
name to duellifts, and honour fanétifies their bloody deeds. 

* Lady Cyp. Away with all fuch honour! Truth difavows it, na- 
ture revolts from it, religion denounces it—Oh! he is born to be 
my fhame and torment. 

* Sir Oliv. Be patient for a while; fufpend your judgment. 

* Lady Cyp. No, Il regard a duelliftwith horror; I hold him as an 
agent of the enemy of mankind, fent to difturb fociety, and rend the 

rent’s and the widow’s hearts afunder: one action, one only action, 
and that a doubtful one, had met my ear in favour of that wreteh 
whom I call nephew, and henceforth even that one I totally difcredit, 
and renounce him. 

‘ Sir Oliv. Hold, I conjure you. In the midft of wrath let us re- 
member juitice. I, like you, abhor a duellift profeit; yet [ am taught 
by long experience how to make allowances for younger fpirits, and 
warmer paflions, that will not fubmit to meet the world’s contempt, 
and {corn its prejudices. 

* Lady Cyp. Away! you talk this language by profeflion; reafoa 
declares againft it. 

‘ Sir Oliv. Reafon demands that we fhould paufe in judgment. 
When two men draw their {words upon each other, reafon will tell us 
one muft be to blame; but ere we fix the blame upon that one, juftice 
decrees that we fhould hear them both. 

* Lady Cyp. What fays your nephew ? He will {peak the truth. 

* Sir Oliw. I fhould expect he would; yet I'll not wholly truft to 
any man’s report againit another in his own caufe; and in this fenti- 
ment my nephew honourably coincides, for he declines all anfwer to 
my quettions, and will ftate nothing to affect or criminate his antagonitt 
—Hah! who is this ?’ L. ¥. 


Arr, xxv. The Wandering Few: or Love’s Mafquerade, a Comedy 
in Two AGs, as Performed by their Majefty’s Servants at the Theatre 
Royal Drury Lane. By Andrew Franklin. 8vo. 55 pages. 
Price 1s. Cawthorne. London. 1797. 
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Zo NOVELS, 


Te numerous impoftors who have appeared at different times 
under the name and chara¢ter of the Wandering Jew, a celebrated 
convert to chriftianity, of everlailing life, but fubje&t once a cen- 
tury to an illnefs, which plunges him into a ft of extacy, whence 
his recovery commences*, gave our dramauit the idea of adver- 
tifing to a penurious father, that the old gentleman is arrived in 
town with abundant riches, which he purpofes to beftow on fome 
young wife, at his approaching periodical diffolution. Major 
Atall, the lover of fir Solomon Swallow’s daughter, perfonates this. 
eld jew under the hope of obtaining her. This character, which 
is well adapted to difplay the imitative talents of the younger 
Banifter, is well fupported, and the whole of the performance is 
enlivened with confiderable humour. D. Me De 





Arr. xxvii. Walincham: or, the Pupil of Nature... A Dame fit 
Story. By Mary Robinion. 4 Vols. tzmo. Price 16s. fewed, 
About 1400 pages. Longman. 1797. 


From the innumerable performances of this nature, with which 
the prefs daily teems, it might be prefumed, that, for the production 
of a novel, a very moderate thare of talent and induftry were re- 
quifite: and this notion, applied to the inferiour clafs of modern 
novels, the ephemera of a day, is probably critically juft. But ta 
produce a work of fiction, in which an acquaintance with life and 
manners, a talent for obfervation, or a knowledge of the operation 
of the pafions upon human character, and a vigorous, creative 
fancy, fiould combine to form a confiftent av4e/e, harmonifing in all - 
it’s parts, is, we are inclined to fufpe@, one of the higheft efforts 
of human intelle&. Genius, an unfortunate word, feductive to va- 
nity, and incapable of a rational definition, refembles not the light- 
ning’s flath, gleaming inflantaneouily in electric {plendour nn 
eait to welt, but muft reiult from fevere application, labour, and 
perfeverance. We are aware how repugnant to a certain clafs of 
writers is this painful truth, and with what difficulty the human 
mind relinguifhes errours at once flattering to it’s indolence and it’s 
ambition. ‘The productions of Mrs. R., we have before had occa- 
fion to obferve, iy A in Various parts evincing proof of ability 
and feeling, are yet, from the rapidity with which they are poured 
forth, ill calculated to abide the ordeal of criticifm. A negligence 
manifefting fo little reipect for the judgment of thofe, whofe deci- 
fion only can gratify the laudable pride of the poffeflor of genuine 
talent, is —o of reprehenfion. From the perufal of Walfing- 
ham, we were inclined to believe, that the author had never oe 
dered it as a whele, fo defeétive and incongruous are the parts, fo 
delultory the manner, and fo incredible the events, as to bear not 


_-- 


mee . 





* For the flory of the Wandering Jew, and a ballad on the fub- | 
3) fee Percy’s Reliques of Ancient Poetry, and his references, 
fol, 14, p. 300, fourth edition, ; 
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Mrs. Robinfon's /Vaingham. Ry 


even the femblance of reality. Asa philofophic novel, to the chs- 
radier of which in the opening it appears to make pretenfion, it 1s 
altogether an abortive production, A memoir fuppofed to be 
written by the fubject of it. even at a very diftant period aftér the 
circumitanccs are reprefented to have aken place, may, well ma- 
naged, be rendered highly interefing : ftrong fe: ‘lings, as connected 

ith important events, may be accurately retraced, or rather re- 
prods sed by the power of affociation: but foreign matter, on fuch 
occafions, fliould be {paringly introduced, the narrator fhou!d never 
appear to quit his ground, every accident fhould tend either to raile 
the intereft, or to awaken the ex; pectation, in frict fubordination to 
the end. Walfingham, overw helmed by the preflure of recent ca- 
lamity, even {offering in it’s extreme crifis, entertains his fympathi- 
fing corre {vondent, while the ftory of his forrows ftands fill, with 
diereffion upon digre ‘ffion, with anecdotes, faro-tables, farcafms on 
the envy and malice of reviewers, with reflections and obfervations, 
in which the reader, wholly lofing fight of the ‘ pupil of nature,’ 
perceives only the author, with infipid and tirefome converfations, 
little, if at all conne@ed with the ftory, the recollection of waich 
in Walfingham’s fituation is entirely incredible. 

The introductory letter, well written and highly interefting, ex- 
cited our ex pefistions ; we purfued with pleafure the hero through 
the fcenes of 1 s childhood ; but towards the latter part of the firft 
volume Piean to languith, and proceeded through the fecond 
with lafiicn de bordering upon difguft. The circumfance upon 
which the diftrefs turns is conduéted in a manner fo little probable, 
and frequently fo ludicrous, as to deftroy all fympathy ; a cha- 
racters are feeble, without excepting that of Walingham himfelf ; 
ind the women are alroget! her contemptib We mut fuppofe 
Mrs. R. to be acquainted with the manners of fafhionable life, yet 
it her portraits be not caricatures, the extremes of fociety appear 
to meet; her noblemen ule the /lang of the fable, and the language 
of her ine ladies. fomewhat refembles the dialeGt of certain females 
who deal in ac i itic productions at the eait end of the town: op- 
ed to the brilliant pictares of Mrs. D’Arblay, thofe of our 

ither bear the femblance of overcharged daubings. We purpofely 

id entering into detail, as Mrs. R. has her circle of admirers ; 
and to anticipate curiofity in a work of this nature, is to annihilate 

© principal fource of the reader’s amuf@ment: yet we would jut 
hint, that W alfingham’ s flight to the continent, on the extreme 
verge of his fate, and his tranquil refidence there during a period of 
juficient duration for the compoling af four long tragi- -comical 
volumes, when no caule js alleged, why the event ‘which recalled 
him, which muft have taken place almoft immediately on his depar- 
ture, (and of which any other man would have awaited the iffue) 
was not earlier revealed, are fomewhat extraordinary. Not lefs out 
of the courfe of common feeling is his fudden reverfe of f:ntiment 
fo 1 his moft barbarous and felfith enemy and perfecuter. Wemight 
have been lefs apparently fevere, had we not wifhed to roufe our 
fair author to future exertions, more worthy the fertility of her mind, 

‘nd the vigour of her imagination. Several picces of poetry are 
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$2 NOVELS, 


interfperfed through the work, fome of them conceived with great 
delicacy and beauty, of which the following are fpecimens. 


Vol. 1, v. 53.‘ The fnow-drop, Winter’s timid child, 
Awakes to life bedew’d with tears ; 
And flings around its fragrance mild, 
And where no rival flowrets bloom, 
Amidft the bare and chilling gloém, 
A beauteous gem appears! 


« All weak and wan, with head imclin’d, 
Its parent breaft, the drifted fnow ; 
Tt trembles while the ruthlefs wind 
Rends its flim form ; the tempeft lours, 
Its em’rald eye drops cryftal fhow’rs 
On its cold bed below. 


* Poor flow’r! On thee the funny beam 
No touch of genial warmth beltows ; 

Except to thaw the icy ftream 

W hofe little current purls along, 

Thy fair and glofly charms among, 
And whelms thee as it flows. 


« The night-breeze tears thy filky drefs, 
Which, deck’d with filv’ry luftre, fhone;  , 
The morn returns, not thee to blefs, 
The gaudy crocus flaunts its pride, 
And triumphs where its rival died, 
Unthelter’d and unknown! 


* No funny beam thall gild thy grave,. 
No bird of pity thee deplore ; 

There fhall no fpreading branches wave, 

For Spring fhall all her gems unfold, 

And revel ’midit her buds of gold, 


When thou art {cen no more ! 


* Where’er | find thee, gentle flow’r, 
Thou ftill art fweet, and dear to me! 
For | have known the cheerlefs hour, 
Have feen the fun-beams cold and pale, 
Have felt the chilling wint’ry gale, 
‘md wept, and fhrunk like thee ;’ 


Vol. iv, p. 226.—€ wy NATIVE HOME. 


* O’er breezy hill or woodland glade, 
At morning’s dawn or clofing day, 
in fummer’s eenine pomp array’d 
Or penfive moonlight’: filver grey, 
The wretch in fadnefs {till fhail roam, 


Who wanders from his Native Home. 

















Parental Duplicity. 


© While, at the foot of fome old tree, 
As meditation foothes his mind, 
Lull’d by the humm of wand'ring bee, 
Or rippling ftream, or whifp’ring wind, 
His vagrant fancy ftil! hall roam, 
And lead him to his Native Home. 


Though Love a fragrant couch may weave, 
And Fortune heap the feftive board, 
Still Mem’ry oft would turn to grieve, 
And Reafon fcorn the fplendid hoard ; 
While he, beneath the proudeft dome, 
Would languifh for his Native Home. 


‘ To him the rufhy roof is dear, 

And {weetly calm the darkeft glen ; 
While Pomp, and Pride, and Pow’r appear, 
At beit, the glitt’ring plagues of men; 
Unfought by thofe that never roam 

Forgetful of their Native Home. 


« Let me to fummer hades retire, 
With Meditation and the Mute! 
Or round the focial winter fire, 
The glow of temper’d mirth diffufe ; 
Tho’ winds may how! and waters foam, 
I ftill thall blefs my Native Home. 


* And oh! when Youth’s extatic hour, 
And Paffion’s glowing noon are patt ; 
Should age behold the tempeft low’r, 
And Sorrow blow its keeneft blatt ; 
My thade, no longer doom’d to roam, 
Shall find the Grave a peaceruL Homgs.’ 


Mrs. R.’s claims to poetic merit are tefpectable, we would recom- 
mend to her che peculiar cultivation of this enchanting talent. ‘ The 
Doublet of Grey,’ a poem in the meafure of Lewis’s Alonzo and 
Imogene, has confiderable merit. 


Art. xxvit. Parental Duplicity; or, the Power of Artifice. By 
P. S.M. Three Vols. 12mo. 780 pages. Price 66. fewed. 
Kearfley. 

Tuts wr aay is not diftinguifhed by any driginality either of 
piot or fentiment, Sit Charles Beverly, an unprincipled man of 
fafhion, ruins his fortunes at the gaming table, and, by the trite 
artifice of counterfeiting ficknefs, prevails upon his daughter, the beau- 
titul Louifa (on whofe compliance he pretends his reftoration is de- 
pending) to break her engagements, originally fanctioned by himfelf, 
with an amiable young man of fortune and character, with whom fhe 
was on the point of marriage; and to yield her hand to a profligate 
nobleman, notorious for the violation of every moral fanétion. € 
weaknels and immorality of this conduct, to which is added the 
fuperftitious fcrupulofity of adhering to a promife extorted by means 
the moft bafe and hypocritical, are dignified, as is cuftomary with the 
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84 POLITICS. 


inferiour clafs of novelifts, by the ap peli tions of heroifm and filial 
picty. ‘The lady, as may be fuppofed, has caufe to rue her facility ; 
ane unde as. from a brutal and unprincipled hufband, a feries of 
injuries and Jn fults , which the fuffers w ith meek fubmiffion ; ; while her 
virtue tri jump hs over innumerable lawlefs attempts, founded upon a 
pref imption of her refen _— for unmerited ney rlect and indignity. 
At length the | hufband is luckily ‘ killed off’ in ad duel, which prepares 
the way for the renewal of former loves: when the deferted {wain, 
who, durin r the defection and iublequent peri fecutions of his miftrefs, 
had patic d his hours in bewaih ny his hapleds deltiny and fighing to 
the groves and ftreams (unlike the lovers of thefe degenerate days) 
receives the reward of his matchlefs tendernefs and truth. Neither 
the tory, the principles, the fer timents, nor the ftyle of this per 
formance, have any diftinguifhing characteriflic. ‘The uniformity 
and even tenour of the production aiford no progn roftic of the writer’s 
future eminence ; but, with jutter notions of morality, though his 
talents fhould not procure him a place in the temple of Fame, they 
may yet enable him to entertain and inflru¢t the common clafs of 


novel-readers. 


Arr. xxviit. The Knights: or Sketches of the Heroic Age, a Romance. 
In ‘Ihree Vols. s2mo0. About 667 pages. Price Qs. fewed. 
Ogils y and Son. 


A race of chivalry, as announced by the title page, to which are 
prefixed a diflertation, and an — » principally extracted from the 
writings of Dr. Robertfon and Jord " Lyttle ion, ot the heroic ages. 
The fcene of the-narrative is laid in the iweltth century, during the 
fecond crotfade: the perfonages are wholly ficutious, confifting of 
knights, {quires, bards, fair ladies, and chaite damfels: the incidents 
are war, combats, Captivities, rcicucs, efcapes, 

Je as dithoult, without potlefiing extraordinary powers of imagina- 
tion, to imtereit the rader, in this advanced period of fociety, in 
charatters, ations, and qualifics, contrary to his habits and experi- 
ence, and with which he has tew affociations. ‘The talents of the 
orefent writer are not of this di finguifhed order. The auftere nature 
ot the virtues of chivalry precludes in fome meafure the difplay of 
patiion, and the author has nor had recourfe to fupernatural machi inery’s 
or fuperftitious terrours, to beguile the fancy or feize the attention : 
her production, neverthelefs, eg dif laying a fketch of the principles 
and manners of ancicnt times, may atiord young readers a blamelefs 
and entertaining relaxation. 

We underitand, that this work is the produ@ion of mifs Knight, 
who has lately publithed propofals for a tranflation of Taffo. ‘The 
fpecamen which we have feen of this tranflation has given us pleafure. 
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Thomas’s Caunfe of Truth. 8s 


Tue wordy writer of this book may look with an eye of fcorn 
on the puny pamphleteers of the prefent day, and the purchafers of 
it may Eiciate themfelves on an excellent bargain, at Jeaft as to 
quantity: four hundred and thirty-feven pages of the fmalleft and 
the clofeft printing, all for three fhillings! to fubicribers only two! 
We are happy to find the fcortifh printers can afford fo much for 
money, and heartily with that reading was equally cheap in England. 

Much good fenfe will be expeéted from this volume, when our 
readers are informed, that the author of it has made confiderable ufe 
of fuch learned writers as Hume, Goldfmith, Fergufon, Montefquieu, 
Butler, Blackftone, De Lolme, &c. We do not mean to infinuate, 
however, that any unfair or unacknowledged advantage Is taken of 
thefe authors; certainly not; Mr. T. has brought them forward in 
aid and elucidation of his political tenets, many of which do cer- 
tainly require all poflible afliftance to fupport them. Among other 
fubjeéts, which are treated of in this volume of Ietters, are * the 
rights of men,’ ‘ equality,’ * univerfal fuffrage and annual parliaments,’ 
* the prefent ftare of our reprefentation,’ ¢ liberty,’ ‘ kingly govern- 
ments,’ * hereditary fucceffion,’? and the *¢ britifh conftitution.’ Our 
readers will form a judgment of Mr. T.’s political fentuments, and 
an eftimate of his talents for defending them, from a fingle paragraph 
in reference to the rights of man: P. 34, (note.) 

* The two bills lately pafied in parliament, the one againft trea- 
fonable and feditious practices and attempts, and the other againit 
feditious meetings, take from no man any of his political rights.’ 
This then is the thing to be proved: the demonftration is ingenious : 
* they are intended only to regulate the ufe of thofe rights, or to 
prevent fuch an abufe of them as would end in the deftru€tion and 
mifery of the country.’ For which purpofe then are they intended, 
the former or the latter? but we will not be hypercritical: the author 
mifunderitands the meaning of the word or; he takes it for a fynonime 
with avd. So thefe bills are to regulate the ufe of a right! and to 
prevent fuch an abufe of it as would be injurious to fociety! chat 1s, 
they allow to an aflembly of people the moft perfect freedom of dif- 
cuffion, provided the reciprocity—it we mav be allowed an iricifm —de 

all om one fide of the queftion. * Ihey are of the fame nature,’ he con- 
tinues, € with the fufpenfion of the Aabeas corpus att,’ and we per- 
fectly agree with him—<‘ that the fame neceflity jultifies all three!’ 
But fays this fapient politician, ‘even if they were (what they are 
not, but what fome have erroneoufly contended they are) an infringe- 
ment of our political rights; yet this infringement is only for the 
ipace of three years’—modeft creature! ox/y for the fpace of three 
years !—* and therefore it is rather a fufpenfion than an_ infringement 
of thofe rights. But it is not even a fufpenfion of them: for the ex- 
ercife of thofe rights in thinking, in {peaking, writing, meeting, and 
pelitioning, in every right and innocent way, about ali public affairs, 
1S not Interrupted by thofe aéts, even for a fingle inftant! How flat- 
tering and confolatory to the fons of Britain, that their right of think- 
ing is not yet interrupted ! it is poflible, however, that this hiot may 
not be thrown away ; or fhould we be furprifed, were the premier to 
appoint, with a handfome falary, as ‘ inveftigators of private thought,’ 
or fome fuch titular’dignity, meffrs. Breflaw, Comus, and Katerfelto, 
‘0 take Cognizances of every traiterous groan, aad every (editious fet 
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£6 POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


Did we feel a difpofition to be ferious on the prefent occafion, we 
Should cenfure in fevereft terms the falfe and reer. afiertion, that 
the right of {peaking has not been interrupted by the operation of 
thefe two difgulting bills: was not a very crowded meeting of people, 
who affembled in the courfe of laft fummer, at Copenhagen houfe, 
for the exprefs and avowed purpofe of obtaining a parliamentary reform, 
diffolved by the authority of a magiftrate, and were not fome of it’s 
leading members taken into cuftody before they had proceeded to any 
bufinefs whatever? * Thus,’ faid Mr. Fox, in his late addrefs to the 
eleGtors of Weftminfter, on the anniverfary of his ele€tion, ‘ thus,’ 
faid he, ‘ upon the whim, caprice, or officioufnefs of an individual, 
thoufands of the people of this country were to be filent, upon a 
f{ubjeét which is moft interefting to us all; and had it not been tor the 

ood fenfe of the people at large, a number of individuals muft ine- 
vitably have been MuRDERED! for that muft have been the effect of 
their refifting the magifirate, for the military were in readinefs.’ 

Mr. T. has written a great deal of very tedious matter on the 
fubjecit of equality: he fets out with a propofition, to which Mr. 
Godwin himfelt would affent, and fhows his dexterity in boxing with 
his own fhadow: ¢ All men,’ fays he, p..95, ‘ ought to be free, that 
is, to enjoy the liberty in all fituations, ot doing what is aright, but 
no wrong. In this fingle refpect they are or ought to be equal: in 
all other refpects they may be, in moft they are, and in fome they 
ever muft be unequal.’ If our memory do not deceive us, Mr, 
Godwin contends again{ft an equality of property in the prefent ftate 
of fociety, and Mr. Paine has fet agrarian juftice in oppofition to 
agrarian law: forswvhat poffible purpofe can Mr. T. have wafted fo 
many words? This writer is a ftrenuous advocate for the right of 
primogentture, which, fays he, * to a certain extent is founded in 
nature, and appointed by God!’ p. 142. In the letters on the prefent 
fiate of our reprefentation, our author 1s of opinion, that the infin- 
ence of the crown, inflead of being diminifhed, ought to be aug- 
mented, (p. 219.) particularly in cities and boroughs; ‘ che unma- 
—— {pirit of the towns and boroughs in general,’ fays he, p. 227, 
‘ their force, cempared to the counties, the facility of uniting that 
force, and putting it in motion, are fuch as might prove dangerous 
to liberty, if the crown had not a firm hold of them by influence or 
force.’ But we will not difguft our readers, or Rain our pages, 


, ‘ »} fr * = > . 
with any further tranfcript of fuch mean and Javith fentiments, p. M. 


Art. xxx. The Principles of the Confiitution of England, including 
an dcceunt of our Pariamert, National Debt. and biablijfbed Reii- 
gion. SvoO. 2g pages. Price rs. Debrett. 

Extracts from Dr. Psicy’s Moral and Political Philofophy, 
from which the geacer wilj not correctly learn the advantages 
and difadvantages of the enclifi rove nment, in it’s present fate. 


~ 


Art. xxx1. A Preis eccimff Mr. Pitz's neww Method of rai fing 
‘ - v4 j, _ ‘ P z ° , " ? . . . * 7 
Ire Sw; piles. Qerrr a Cox fer Pre ccs tc Le fubftituted i” its Piace. 


or Posse > - >. ‘ , 
Pre by mg a fond Reply to the Anaiytical Reweawers. By the Author 
4 the Ufe and Abute of Money. 8vo. 20 pages. Price 6d. 

cot. 1707 
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Lord Lauderdale on the prefent Meafures of Finance. 87 


Tris {pirited writer perfeveres in maintaining, that the banker 
who holds ftock, as he pays no intereft for the notes he has in cir- 
culation, fo he ought to receive no intereft from government for 
the ftock he holds) We need only obferve on this fubjeét, that as 
long as the trade in paper coin fhall be authorifed by law, the 
nee be ftands on the footing of any other tradefman to the claim 
he has to the profits of his bufinefs. The author, in lieu of the 
affefled taxes propofes a tax upon the property of large capitalifts 
in the fands, upon the owners of large landed eftates, and the holders 
of offices of great emolument under government. ‘The plan brought 
forward is infinitely more equitable than that of the chancellor of 
the exchequer, as being regulated by a humane attention to the 
neceflities of individuals. 


Art. xxxit. Lhe Speech at Length of rhe Right Hon. C.-F, Fox, 
on the third Reading of the Bill for increafing the affiffed Taxtss 
Jan. 4,1798. 8vo. Price 6d. Jordan. 


Ir is little neceflary for us to make any obfervations on a fpeechy 
which is in the hands of every ene. It does not appear to be given 
here at greater length than in the Morning Chronicle. He who 
has read it will pronounce it weighty in argument, and full of point 
and energy. 


Art. xxxati1. 4 Letter on the prefent Meafures of Finance ; in which 
the Bill now depending in Parliament is particularly confidered. By 
the Earl of Lauderdale. 8vo. 48 pages. Price is. 6d. 
Debrett. 1798. 


Tus letter is written with great animation and fpirit, and is full - 
of the mot important and pertinent obfervations. 

The noble author fhows, ina ftrong light, the erroneous principle 
of the bill for increafing the affeffed taxes; and proves very clearly, 
that the afleffed taxes are no criterion of property, income, or ex- 
penditure. 

We cannot diffemble our apprehenfions concerning the ftate of 
the country agit refpects the finances; and if our fears be as well 
founded, as thofe .have proved, which we always entertained con- 
cerning the fuccefs of this war, they will receive an awful verifi- 
cauron. 

The eftimates of the minifter have always fallen fo vaitly below 
the real expenditure in former years, that lord Lauderdale thinks 
the inference is fair, that the cafe will be the fame this year. 

We bhall give his lordfhip’s @atement ef the year 797 from 
which, if the proportion be obferved, and we dare fay the excefs 
of the expenditure above the eftimates will not be lefs, we muft 
conclude, that the expenditure of this year, which is eftimated at 
23,943,3761. will in fact exceed 38,000,000. Appendix, lo. I. 
?. 44. 


G4 Appendix, 
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A Letter fo the Earle of I i ‘ar "Ww 1h. 89 


We cannot but recommend, with affeCionate earnefinefs, to the 
ferious attention of every man of property in this country, thas 
pamp hlet, and the fubjeet of which it treats, at this critical and 


‘Imp ortant Ci ‘Hils. 


ArT. XXXIV. 4 Propofal for ligu idating 66,666,6665 of the Three 


per Cents, qe, converting the — 1 Tax into a germane) 4 Annutty ; 
t with ci ” Objer Vatilons. H umb bly Subs milied 40 _ Houf 5 of * Par- 
liament. "By o. 48pages. Price is. Wright. 1798. 


Tse author’s means for carrying this meafure into effe& are, 

p. 8.— iit. That the land tax at the rate of four fhillings in the 
pound, prodaci 1g two millions a year, fhould be made perpetual, 
and declared the firft Jien on ev ery re{fpeCtive eltate. 

« 2d. That thefe two millions fhould be converted into a govern- 
ment annuity—under rs name of the land tax annuity. 

‘« 3d. That each land holder fhould have an exclufive privilege of 
re >deeming his ow land tax, or purchafing a fhare of the land tax 
aunuity equal to it, at 25 years purchafe.’ 

The author appears to us to argue as if every eftate in the king- 
dom (p. 11) ought to be charged with an annuity, as a mortgage of 
one-fifth of it’s value, or four fhillings in the pound. 

Now as every eftate is purchafed {ubje& to it’s prefent land tax, 
it is already to all intents and purpofes equal to every prefent land 
holder, except to him, who has improved his eftate by baz/ain gs fince 
the land tax was laid. All propofals, therefore, of an indifcrimi- 
nate equalization of the Jand tax, as it is improperly called, have 
appeared to us to be equally unjuft and abfurd. 

Should the landholder be reluétant to fubmit to the plan of this 
projector, to which we do not deny the praife of ingenuity, he 
endexvours to reconcile him to it, by fugeefting, thet, if the funds 
eventually be ru'ned, by the failure of the funding fyftem, (p. 6,) 
the nominal rental of the landholder would be reduced. 

Now, this argament appears to us none of the ftrongeft—for of 
what importance is a nominal rental? The produce of the land wall 
always r regulate the value of labour; and that of momunedins’s of 
what importance is it, therefore, whether a man reccive ten pounds, 
or a hundred pounds, rent for his eftate, if for ten pounds he can 
purchafe as much of the Jabour of others, and the conveniencies of 
life, as he could have done for one hundred pounds? We wifh this 
author fucceis, if he attempt to heal the difeafe of our finances; but 
we have long thought it incurable. ‘I'o be convitted of errour in 
this cafe, would afford us a high gratification, 


Art. xxxv. A Letter to the Earl of Warwick, on his Oppofition to the 
Rejolutions propofed and carried at a general Meeting of the Inhabitants 
of Warwick, on the Subject? of the New Afejed Tax Bill. By an 
Inhabitant of Warwick. $vo. 20 pages. Price 6d. Johnfon. 
17938. 


Ir appears from this letter, that a meeting was called at Warwick, 
in oppofition to the new afieffed tax bill, and that the earl of W. 


attended the meeting, but was fupported by very few in his oppofition 
| : , to 
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99 POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


to the refolutions offered, which were carried by a great majority, 
expreffive of the moft determined difapprobation of the bill then pending 
in parliament. 

The earl and a few clergymen withdrew, and publithed a proteft 
againft the meeting, which this author fays is entirely contrary to the 
fenfe of the town. 


Art. xxxvi. Mr. Pitt's Bill for augmenting the Affffed Taxes, ex- 
amined upon the Principles of Fuftice and common Senfc, and the Caufe 
of Landlords, and of tbe ( ‘eunty of Middlesex e{peciall y pleade da Svo. 
$0 pages. Price ‘1s. Johnfon. 1797. 

Tre fenfible author of this pamphlet fhows, that Mr, Pitt’s bill 
is cruel and tyrannical, and in no way anfwers, in it’s operation, the 
defcription of the meafure the chancellor of the exchequer profefles it 
to be. It will ultimately fall upon the owners of houfes, who muft 
deduct from the rent what the bill now impofes on the tenant. He 
fhows, that the landholder alone has efcaped the ruin, in which the war has 
involved all other claffes, and he would have him taxed: he wifhes 
a moderate rate to be levied by parliament on the rents now paid by tenants 
and iandlords for real or copyheld efates, or a new and equal land tax. 

His obicrvations are conclufive, and his plan is good, but he has 
forgotten an olbyect of infinite magnitude, his plan would bear hard 


. -* . o ec . 
npon the majorities in both houfes of parliament, 


Art. xxxvus. A Seguel to an Addrefs to the lately formed Society “A the 
Friends of the People. By J. Wilde, Efg. 8vo. 68 pages. Price 
1s. 6d. Edinburgh, Hill; London, Cadell. 1797. 

‘Tuey, who do us the honour to look back to page 194, of volume 
xvii of our Review, will fee, that we noticed the firit part of this 
work, with the refpect due to the productions of genius enlightened 
and adorned b¢ erudition. 

This * Sequel’ contains evidence of the fame mind employed in 
writing it, which dictated the former part; but we do not trace the 
fame fire and energy here, which we there perceived. 

The fentences are often involved, and not feldom obfcure, in a high 
degree. ‘Ihe prefiding mind feems oppreffed by fome deadening for- 
row. ‘The notions appear to us romantic, which are here brought 
torward, and the prefling of them upon his friends fomewhat ill-timed. 

However, al! is ealy to accomplifh, which he wifhes, in the opt- 
nion of our eccentric author. 

He favs Britain has now nothing to do (page g), but to effect a 
landing near Calais; and that her army may then march direétly to 
Paris, unfooght, amidit the acclamations of all the people : the kin 
of France, marching at the head of the army, with all his nobles a 
pricits, would now be received as the difpenfer of bleffings, and the 
prince of peace, All this as verv ci arming, but we think it is a 
vition or a dream which flies from day light. It is, however, told, and 


at's ctfcct we fhall learn hereafter. 


Mir. Wild (and blefied is the man whofe name admits not of a pun) 
having thus given the rovalifts his {cheme of eafy conqueft, now 
PIOCEEGS, fealogreliy, tO examine the pretenfions of the catholic 
csurch,and to prove, that it is bottomed in errour, as fatal as that even 


of 
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Odfervations on a late Addrefs to the Citizens of Dublin. 91 


of french atheifm itfelf. For can we fay lefs of that errour, on which 
the edifice of the catholic church is built, which Mr. W, fays, (p. 39-) 
« takes chriflianity out of the world, and is the fame as denying the 
revelation which God has made of his mercy to man.’ 

Our author having thus reftored the monarchy, exhorts the catholics 
¢o become chriftians, and to adopt the facred dogmas of Knox and 
the prefbyterian church. 

Mr. W. is a very orthodox divine; Calvin himfelf was not more 
fo, or much more bitter in the facred caufe. When we hear 
that France is conquered, as eafily as Mr. W. thinks it may be, we 
fhall then re-examine his pretenfions as a theologian; but if his 
conclufions concerning mere earthly things be wrong, we may queftion 
his pofleflion of divine wafdom, 


Art. xxxvimt. 4 Familiar Epiftle to Mr. Pitt on bis Apoftafy. By 
a Friend to.an uncorrupt Government. 8vo. 32 pages. Price 
1s. Rickman. 

A very pretty, well written letter, in which the author tells the 
minifter much truth, in a very pertinent manner. 

To thofe, who entertain no hope of Mr. Pitt, it will appear 
equally ufelefs, to praife, or to reproach him. 


Art. xxx1x. French Invafion! A Collection of Addreffes Fc. of 
the Executive Directory of France. 8vo. Price 6d. WwW right. 
1798. 

Tue colleétor of thefe addreffes believes the french ferious in 
their intention, to invade this country. Under this impreffion he 
has colleéted all they have publifhed on the fubje&, with the hope 
that his conviction may become general, and the country be put 
into a proper pofture of defence. Whether this gentleman’s opinion 
be right or wrong, we mutt praife the motive, which has induced 
him to favour the public with this pamphlet. 


Art. xt. Some Obfervations on a late Addrefs to the Citizens of 
Dublin; with T. boughts on the present Crifts. The fourth E-dition, 
M 


corrected by the Authcr. To which is added, Vindicator’s Remarks 
on Sarsfield’s Letters, which appeared in the Dublin Evening Poft. 


8vo. 7Opages. Price is. 6d. Debrett. 1797. 

We are told this pamphlet is the produétion of Charles Francis 
Sheridan efq. Whoever is the author of it, it has a fair claim to 
attention and regard. 

Itis written with all the animation and ardour of genius, and 
although we do not fubfcribe to all the pofitions it contains, or even 
to it’s main object, which is to diffuade from any prefent attempts at 
reform in Treland, it would be a new thing with us, if we denied the 
merit of the compofition, on account of the errour, it appears to us to 
aefend. Weare fallible, as the author of thefe ob/ervations is, and as 
all menare, and we hold it to be the fafeit and bef coudué of man, 
to be always ready to examine, and flow to conclude. We, there- 
fore, warmly recommend this anfwer to Mr. Grattan to the atten- 
tion of our readers, who will better judge of the ability of the 
writer, by the following fpecimen. 
P. je 
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». t—* The fpirit of falutary reform is, in its progrefs, flow, 
mild, cautious, difcriminating ; 1t corrects with ee tendernefs of a 
parental hand. The march of innovation is rapid, fierce, aaa 


lefs. undiftincuifhing—it deftroys with the vengeance of a foe, 
Who does not fee it is the latter fpirit, not the former, which now 


fills, acitates, and maddens the minds of men? 
« This terrible vifitation, which at the prefent moment threatens 
us, has not its origin in thefe kingdoms; it was wafted to us from 


foreien countries, in the peftilential breath of thofe felf-denominated 
philoiopners, the apofile of the new lights; a fpecies of political 
atheilts thet fome time fince arofe in France, who, believing in no 
principle, refpeclinge no infiitution of ancient authority, either of 
t trrown, or oF any otner nation, under the eee of correcting 
the corruptions, and reforming the abufes, of the french govern- 
ment in church and ftate, in realitv levelled Ars poifonous fhafts 
at whatever had hitherto jufily commanded the obedience, the ref- 


. | a ) 
}* Cr OY T yerence 2 mankin Gi. 
‘ The corruptions and abufes of foreign goternments, (which, 
when viewed with reference to fuch as may iubiit in our own, are 
- . . ana . ’ 


like at crimes, pine with venial trefpaffes) had, from their 

ormit the way for the fuccefs of the preachers of the 
ew doctrines ; j the american revolution was the polit ical miracle 
adduce | by them, in pretended confirmation of their profane gofpel, 


to daz the eyes, and confound the underitandings of their deluded 
difeiy ‘ 

* Not fatisfied with teaching them to renounce diind obedience ; to 
diidain , ae to laugh at /uperflitious reverence they 
aimed at the deftruétion of the very principles them/elves, of all 


human stile however due; of all human re{pect, however 
deferved ; of all human reverence, however fané¢tioned. 


« Thefe principles, founded on the propenfities, feelings, and 
paffions of man, with which Providence, defigning him for civilized 


focicty, had plentifully fupplie d his unfophificated nature,—furnifh 

all c} OE Oe 

all th ids of his heart and mind, which render him fufceptible 
" 

am being gover 


by his fellow creatures: and it is alone, by 
> public mind of fociety, that any human 


aA 


Ant. xt1. A View of the pre ent Sate of Ireland, auth an Account of 
fhe Urigin and Progrefs of the Difurbances in that C ountry ; and @ 
‘ aii a ff £4 @c S, @duad? ‘f d fo the Pro } Ale of England. By an Ob- 

derver. SvO. gp. Price rs. Jordan. : 

"Tris author traces all the evils, whi 


the condu&t of the king's minifters. It is 


ferent!y writers view eve 


at prefent afflict Ireland, 
curious to obferve how dif- 
nts and their caufes, as their feelings or their 


parts Influence the rs 


We know not whom to believe; hut. 
tain credit, it is { 
name, 


that the reporter of fa&ts ob- 
‘urely neceffary, that he favour the public with his 


Do on — y= Sana _- 7 
Art. xin, de Aps al to the jober Underflanding of Englifbmen, on the 
y éreans, 8vO. 4gp. Pras. Hatchard. 1797. 
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Re fiections on the Trish Coufpiracy. 93 


‘Tus pamphlet mutt be divided into two parts. The one contains 
reafon ing on the claims of the diffatisfied: the other teitimony con- 
cerning the preient {tate of Ireland. 

Ihe latter we do not re gard, becaufe the pa amphle t 1s anonymous 5 
for, anonymous tellimony weighs not with us: the former we think 
highly entitled to attention; for the author argues powerlully and con- 
clufively , and is no contemptible writer. 


Art. xtiit. Refections on the Irifh Confpiracy ; and on the Neceffity of an 
armed Affociation in Great Britain. To which are added, Obfervations 
on the Debates and Refolutions of the Whig Club, Fune 6, 1797. 8v0~ 
156 p. Pr. 2s. Sewell. 1797. 


Tuts pamphlet 1 is written with confiderable ability, and although 
we think the conclufion of the author erroneous, we refufe not to him 
the prai ife of inge nuity and vigour of mind. His object is to prove— 

ft, that a con{piracy to ove “riurn the government exited in Ireland, 
wah idied ce, andly, to fho wthata fimilar confpiracy exifts here. 

For the proof of this irifh confpiracy, he reters exclufively and folely 
to the report of the / cret committee of the intth parliament ; and w hat- 
ever they report irom documents, or infer from reafoning on their own 
prejudices, he takes tor proof demonttrative. Now, knowing that 
the irifh committee was exclufively compofed of the inkruments of 
adminiftration, we confefs we do not receive their reports as “ proofs 
of holy writ.” 

As to our author’s attempt to infer an englifh deen an irith con{pi- 
racy, itis truly ridiculous; as he has nothing to to ground his opinion 
upon, except fome vague exprefitons ufed, or fe iid to be ufed, in the 
Ww hig club, and other matters flill more trifling. 

in a vatt community individ vals will cherifh oppofite opinions ; but 

ve are fo certain, that nothing amounts ng toany thing like a confpi- 
racy exifts, or did exift fince the french re volution, it in England ; that, if 
thus writer, or an angel from Heaven, were a thoufand times to affirm 
tie exiftence of fuch aconfpiracy, we would not belicve him. 

‘The author [pares po anlar to proves that englithmen fhould put 
themfelves in an attitude of defence againft the french, who now 
threaten to invade us. We think our navy a fofficient protection, if 
ic french ever do attempt to come over. 

We believe we have more to fear from the increafe of our debts, 
than from the armies of France, fey arated as we are from the continent 
by the fer; and we with the minitter would endeavour to protect us 
againg the confequences of his {chemes of finance. 

This weiter, like all minifterial writers of the pre fent day, attacks 
Mr. Fox, whom he fets down as a con{pirator. 

Mr. Kos and confpiracy! The moft open, undifguifed, fincere, and 
humane man in exiftence, at eafe in his circumftances, conneéted with 
our ancient ariftocracy , and warm in ali his attachments, become a 
dark, plotting, intriguing, needy an , who can believe 

this, has the taith that removes mountains, and may credit Mr. Pitt. 
. It i is fortunate, that mere party writers “ge ne rally run fuch a Jength 
in errour, a8 to become harmlefs, through their au: lac ioufnefs 5 and fuch 


we think will be the fate of this, otherwife not contemptible, writer. 


Art. 
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Ant. xtrv. Letter to the Earl of Moira, in Defence of the Condu& of 
bis Majefty’s Minifters, and of the Army of Ireland. 8vo. Price 1s, 
Stockdale. 1797. 


Lorp Moira, in his place in the houfe of lords, ftated certain fas, 
which he offered to prove at the bar of that boufe. 

Here, ax anonymous writer ttates oppofite faéts, Whom fhall we be- 
lieve? Him who fané¢tions his report by the authority of an unfullied 
name, and offers legal proof of al! he fays? or him, who affirms much, 
but who dares not difcover by what name he is called? The author 
fpeaks as a refident irifhman ; we doubt whether he be entitled todo this 
—we recommend to him however, if he have any pretenfions to cha- 
rater, to reflect upon an expreffion of lord Bacon :—** Teftimony is 
like a long bow, which derives all it’s force from the hand that wields 
it; but argument is like a crofs bow, which ftrikes with equal force, 
whether touched by a child or a giant.” 


Art. xiv. 4 comprebenfive View of fame exifting Cafes of probable 
M ija Splicaiie n, in the Diftribution of contingent Allowances, particularly 
in the Militia of Great Britain; forewing the Wifdom and Propriety ofa 
more pom ral Confolidation than has hitherto taken place; and contamming 
three diff rent Eftimates of Clothing for a Militia Regiment, with occa- 
fional Rema rks upon the ruinous, unjup, and unproductive § Syftem of nett 
Of-reckonings in the Army. To which are added, curfory Obfervations 
on the M no pol) of regimental A ppoiat ments ; ihe Abjurdity of granting 
additional Companies, Se. addr-jed to the Earl af Moira. By Charles 
James, late Captain in the Weitern Regiment of Middlefex Militia, 
and now Captain in the North York; Author of feveral political 
Tratts, &c. 

Carrain James here denounces a number of petty depredations 
committed on the privates of the militia, in the articles of oil, crocus 
mattis, emery, great coats, fhoes, ftockings, and a variety of little ar- 
ticles, which, however contemptible in detail, occafion the moft ferious 
privations to the poor foldier. The author, however, is furely aware, 
that infignificant abufes are always countenanced in fome meafure by 
great ones, and until the latter are redrefled, we cannot hope for the 
halcyon davs, § when it will no longer be within the reach of wealth of 
intereft to fix a patr of colotrs in the nurfery, or for the effrontery of 
Intrigue to promife a commiflion under the actual calualty of birth; 
when the mother’s womb will not contain this embrvo of corruption, 
nor will the cradle hold the unfledged enfien tor whofe fake the hieat 
le fs officer has been robbed of Iris promotion !? ' 

r 


It furely aflumes the appearance ct a job, that * members of parlia- 


e lee he — } : : : i}; 
ment, like theairical performers, fhould have their doubles,’ in the mili- 
tha regiments ; and it will fcarcely be believed, by thofe ignorant of the 

~ ie i _— ee Pee ae oe 7 4 ; 
fact, that the colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and mayor of the Suffex mi- 
ee | eee a ea = as . 
hitia, are all incapacitatec to act in their refpective ftations: the duke 
of Richmond, becauie he is a ficld-martial, and the right hon. Thomas 
} clham, and J homas Steele, becaufe the one is irith fecretary, and the 
other joint pavmaier-general. 


A 
ALRT. XLVI. 


| Tbe Second and Third Reports of the Socicty for bettering 
Condition and increafing the Comforts of the Poor, About 7° 
1797. 


pagescach. Price is. each. Becket. 
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Salmon’s English Grammar compared with French. 95 


We take up the papers of this fociety with lively enthufiafm. 
The common objection to all improvement 1s it’s impracticability, 
It is the objet of this fociety to remove this objection, by bringing 
forward evidence of what has been done. If ever there were a time, 
in which the exertions of all were neceflary to relieve the accumu- 
lating wretchednefs of the poor of this country, this is that time ; 
when war has flain it’s millions, and left orphans and widows with- 
out number; when the policy of minifters has deprived us of our 
foreign trade; and when unheard-of impofitions are daily reducing 
thoufands to hide their heads in workhoufes or cottages, who were 
once the fathers of multitudes, at the head of extenfive and pro- 
du@tive manufa@ories. Thefe two numbers contain—an account of 
2 parifh windmill—a village fhop—the expente of making ftewed ox’s 
head—an annual difribution of linen—the kitchen of the Foundling 
fitted up under the direCtion of count Rumford—the houfe of recovery 
at Manchefler—-three cottages in Rutlandfhire—benefit of white- 
wafhing rooms—the mode of fupplying a country parith with a mid- 
wife—the advantages of cottagers renting land—a village foup-fhop— 
a propofal for the relief of chimney-{w eepers—a charity for placing 
out poor children—a charity for affifling the female poor at the time 
of their lying-in—an attempt to afcertain the circumftances of the 
beggars in London—a pian for fupplying the poor with milk—a 
plan for allowing the poor a bounty on their work—the advantage 
of ufing rice in preference to Mour—and the advantage of coitagers 
keeping pigs. 

Such are the fubjects on which information may be derived from 
a perufal of thefe two reports. Although our limits forbid us to 
indulge in long extraéts in general, we fhould have no fcruple on 
this occafion in ‘* overftepping the modefty of our office,” and 
filling many pages with a lengthened analyfis, and with extraéts 
from thefe very valuable publications, did we not perceive, that 
the funds of this fociety enable the members of it to fend many co- 
pies of every report nro every parifh of the kingdom, which, no doubt, 
they are careful to do. 

We have already expreffed our high approbation of this fociety*, 
and again we fay, we {hould be mortified if one of our readers were 
andifferent concerning it’s influence and it’s fate. 

The papers contained in thefe two numbers are touching in the 
higheft degree. No member of the community of mankind can 
read them attentively without benefit. It is fuficient to recommend 
this fociety to general efteem, to inform the public, that it boafts of 
the afliftance of count Rumford, a man born for the falvation of 
nations, and the regeneration of the human race. Whoever fuffers 
himfelf, to remain unacquainted with the works of this illuftrious 
philanthropift, injures his country, and difhonours himfelf. 





SCHOOL BOOKS. 


ART. xtvit. Grammaire Angloife comparée avec la Grammaire 
Frangoife, Sc—Englife Grammar compared with French ; in which 





* See our account of their frft report. 
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every Difieulty. By Nicholas Salm on, Author of * The Complete 
tem of the French Language ; A Footlep to the French Lan- 


cuage; and an Etymo! logical Diétionary, entitled, Stemmata 
Latinitatis,’ &c. 12mo. 300 pages. Price 4s. fewed. 5s. bound, 
Dill, . 1707+ 


Turis work is entitled to diftin@ion among grammatical publica- 
tions. ‘The author has fhown himfelf, in his on geent: Latinitatis, 
well acquainted with the theory of grammar, and very capable of 

unfolding the mechanifm of particul: ar languages. The defion of 
Mr. S.’s prefent undertaking 1 is, to facilitate the itudy of the e1 nglith 
larieuage to foreigners, and to furnith englifh youth with an uleful 
he!p for acquiring an accurate knowledge of their rative tongue, at 


oS 


the fame time that they are improving themfelves in french. No- 
thing can be better ca! ‘culated to lead to a {fcientific knowledge of 
grammar, than comparative views of different languages . The 
comparifon inftituted in this work between the french and englifh is 
judicioufly ome 8 ed; and to thofe, who have already made fome 
rrogrefs in the m nowledge of both languages, it will be v ery ufeful. 
‘he author dwe Is largely upon thoie peculiar 1tles of the two lan- 
guages, which require a difference of conftruétion, and gives numer- 
ous examples to iluftrate them. On the fubje& of con, unétions, 
which he calls conjunétive pronouns, he follows the theory of Mr. 
Horne Tooke in his ‘ Diverfions of Purley.’ Under this head, 
however, we have in vain fought for a clear rule for the ule of the 
conjunttion /f with the verb; a point which has never been accu- 
veét to which 
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the practice of writers is irregular. Mr. S, iniits largely.on thefub 
yeéts of the french iubjunttive mood, and the infinitive modd with a or 
de, and has taken great pains to trace th up to their origin. le 
has very fully, and to thofe who a ccuflomed to met aphyhica al 
terms, very inteliigibly, explained to forcigners the dificult fubiea 
of auxiliaries to verbs, particularly the ufe of fall and «ill, peould 
and avcwd. In the numerous ex imples upon this head we were, 

‘ furprifcd, to find the following faulty cxpreflion left ufte 
corretied. ‘ Could we fee the beauty of virtue, we would be ail 
equally in love with her:’ this 1s sieegr or irifh ; an englifhman 
mould lay, and an iritiman or icotchman ‘{ay,—* we ould be 


atl equally in love with her.’ The waned sth of this gr ammar is 
new : the author does not make fyntax a diffi t, but, after hav- 
ing given the L fiections, &c., tfeats, under each part of fpeech, or 
Cialis of words, the manner in which t ey are em pi loy red in Re shome | 
senses ices, In a feries of rul ‘Ss, notes, and obfen ations. We fhall 
hot | hattily pronounce this innovation an amape rovement; but we have 
no mete mon gn recomn ending this french engiifh grammar to the 
attention Doth of engilomen and freachthen Db. M. 
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¢ Perjons. By Charlotte Sanders. 2 Vols. -12mM0o. 
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Many difficulties attend the writing for children; yet the attempt 
is always laudable. ‘To intereft the young mind, by blending amufe- 
ment with inftrution, to render knowledge attractive and facile, to 
awaken the affections in the caufe of humanity, in language fimple 
without vulgarity, and engaging without affectation, is an arduous 
and a delicate talk. 

There is much in thefe little volumes which deferves commendation ; 
a vein of good fenfe and benevolence pervades them; yet the mora- 
lity and the obfervations are in many parts too refined to be the lan- 
guage, or to fuit the comprehenfion of children. In proof of this 
remark, a girl, eight years of age, having been informed of the be- 
nefits which refult from mountains, or inequalities on the furface of 
the earth, exclaims, vol. 13, p. 36. 

«Oh! fir, J fhall never again behold a movntain, without enu- 
merating the advantages we derive from it; and | now perceive, that 
in creation there is nothing ufelefs; every part demonftrates the 
power and wifdom of that Being who formed the perfect whole.’ 

And again, the fame little philofopher, p. 88. 

* | think that by thofe dark {pots on the moon which we faw fo plainly 
in the telefcope, its diurnal rotation might be afcertained ; for mamma 
has told us, that there are fpots upon the furfaces of almoft all the 
planets; by which the time of their turning on their axis has been 
known, and by this alfo the length of her days and nights: may it 
not, fir?’ 

Thefe dedu@tions furely exceed the capacity of children at fo early 
a period of lite. When ftill younger, upon another occafion, obferves 
the infant preacher, vol. 1, P. 38. 

‘ He grieves for the lofs of his dog, becaufe it fupplied to him the 
place of a friend. It is dead—he has none now. but if I might, 
(!ooking tenderly at Albert) I think I could recommend one who could 
comfort him in all his troubles. (Taking Albert’s hand) May I afk 
you, fir! to bea friend of this unfortunate lad? Mamma, I am fure, 
will contribute fomething with us to render his fituation in life more 
comfortable; but to his mind, who could give the comfort of your 
falutary counfels? Your friendhhip, therefore, would be more to him 
than all that we could do.’ 

Alfo, in reproof to a refra€tory companion, vol. 11, p. 1416 
_* Aparent’s wifhes‘ought to be in every inftance immediately obeyed. 
Confider, my dear coufin, that all our attentions, all that we can do 
lor them, is very inadequate for what they have done for us,’ 

The fcientific leffons are likewife too technical, calculated rather to 
burden the memories, than to convey information tothe minds of 
children, p. gz. 

. Can you now tell me what that point of the moon’s orbit is called, 
an which fhe is neareft to the earth? | 

* Ciara. Her perigee, and that in which fhe is fartheft off her 
apogee. ‘Thefe points are called her apiides; the apogee the higher, 
the perigee the lower aplis.’ 

_ P+ 72 * The planets are likewife obferved to change their 
gure from round to oval, juft before the beginning of an occultation 
behind the moon, which can be attributed to no other caufe than that 
their light is refraéted by being feen through the moon’s atmofphere.’ 

Notwithftanding thefe defects, we recommend, with pleafuse, this 

Production of a benevolent mind, to parents and families. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE 


HISTORY OF ACADEMIES. 
r. 3. Stockho!m. Konel. Vetensh. ps Aca CMICNS mya Flandiingar, 


4 New T: aétions of the Royal Academy of Sciences. for 


| 


rm-gO. Partst—Iv. 40. 302 pages. g plates. 
At the head of this ve n cil pelt form for anchors, 


} . A900 shee. }, L au 
the proper proportioas of their parts, and the weight they fthould 
. : :; ee tte a ae mie ° , 
have ina fhip of a piven fize; by vice-adm Chapman. 2. Ac- 
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of window, a coniud sanle-< quantity of blood conunsed to nom) ior 
three weeks out of the opening mace by the trepan. 4. 
tion of a man born wit pout han , arirs, 


fy » - 
Weftring. He could write v “he ‘dito the ftump of an 
arm, carve wood, draw, paint, turn, Make itches, &e. He aéted 
. f.7] .7 i vu } > It - a 1 tA e wv : } >? } he 
as countellor in ie¢veral caules. nm 1707 he was marricc, and he 
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us the father of four healthy children. 4. Continuation of an eflay 
on the leaft diflance of comets from our earth; by Mir. Profperin * 
Vir. P. has here caicula i tne — ot all t that have appea red 
nce i756, ana hinds tidak no one f the: ncan com wi thir 1 leis than 
thirteen times the moon’s rece Some additions to this article 
ey Mr. Schroeter appear in Part 11, witch is oceupied principally 
by fubjects of natural hiftory. In Part 111 we have an exellent 
effay on the ftereorraphic proj jedtion of t he {phere, by Z. Nordmark. 
Remarks on mofles, by E, Acharius. Mofles differ in their orga- 
nization from plants, ‘jn mai y reipects ; it 1s not mpi obable, that 
they are akin to the polypi; and many circumPances afford room 
for the conjecture, that, if they be not to be claffed in the animal 
kingdom, the limits between the animal and vegetable kingdoms 
are not eafy to be afcertained. Some other eflays in natural 
hittory. And the occultation of Jupiter by the moon, fept. 23d, 
795, obferved at Lihenthal -by |]. H. Schreter. In Part rv are 
a hiflory of ficiences, from the origi and advancement of phyfical 
aftronomy, by 1). Melanderhielm. Remarks on the larve of tae 
great garden white butterfy, by S. Oedman. At a time when 
thefe were doimg much mifchief from their abundance, Mr. O. 
found four or five difcharges of a piftol, in the evening, ‘when 
all was itil, the mott effectual method of deitroying them. He was 
led to this by the havoc loud clap of thunder make among filk- 
orms. A new and fimple mode of imparting a parallaétic move- 
ment to aitronomical ea telefcopes, by P. N. von Gedda. De- 
fcription of a machine ! for cleanfing and making drains in fields, 
by enfign J.Sjabom. Much labour and expenfe are faved | by the ule 
of this machine. bfficacy of : ater impregnated with fixed airin ner- 
= ot , by gr Odh« us, from his own experience. Account 
of a number of tes ifuing from the nofe of 2 weakly child thirty-. 
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four weeks old, by P. G. Tengmalm. More than two hundred, of 
the fpecies of the common houte fly, came out of the noltrils, with- 


47s & eS 
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out occafioning any great inc -onvenience, except an occafional 
itching of the part. ‘l‘he author mentions more inftances of fimilar 
| Rs taking t up their abode in the human frame. A meterolo- 
‘cal j by E. Profperin, and the index, conclude the volume. 


LO | jour nal, by E. 
Jen. Allg. Lit. Zeits 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 


Set. ar. Tubingen. C. Fried. Cloffius uber die Enthauptung. C. 
Fred. Cloffius onDecollation. ae: 28 p. 1797. 
| Semmering lately wrote an eflay, which was publifhed 
frit in the Monireur, afterwards feparately, maintaining, that the 
head was not deprived of confcioufnefs till fome time after it was 
sparated from the body. We know of no anfwer to it, worth no- 
“ing, except one by Dr. Wedekind, the principal argument in 
ier was the fpeedy evacuation of blood from the head. The 
or of the tract betore us, whofe early death we have to lament, 
defends the hi ph probability of prof. S.’s opinion on various grounds, 
and fhows the fudility of Dr. W.’s refutation. The remarks of Mr. 
C., which have made more impreflion on us fince we have read an 
attempt to refute them by Mr. C. A. Richenmayer, 1 in anotaer {mall 
tratt, entitled Ueber Enthaupti’ ‘gy ee *£ On Decollation, in 
Anfwer to Prot, Semme ring’s Opinion,’ may probably render thofe, 
who are defirous of mitigating the pain of capital punifhment, in- 
clined to prefer fome other mode of iniliting death, by which con- 
{cioufnefs may be more certainly annihilated with Sep ed. 


2. Allg. Lit. Zeit. ’ 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 


Art. 1i1t. Leipfic. Grundrifs der Naturgefchichte der Menfchen- 
‘or, Kleme ze 3 of the Natural Hiftory of the Human Spe- 


Spectres y 
cies, fetched for Academical Leétures, by C. F. Ludwig, Prof. 
at Leipfic. Svo. 325 p. § plates. 1796. 


Among the many writings on anthropology lately publithed, this 
eminently dit tinguifhe s itfelf. It cont ains a large e number of the 
molt important fa&s, that have thrown {fo much Light on the natural 
hiflory of man, in modern days; it adds to thefe many excellent 
original remarks; it combines thefe methodically together; and 
draws from them inftructive conclufions, without any “tamoderite 
enfity to novelty, and without extending the fcience beyond 


“Pry 
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all reafonable limits. ‘The book, therefore, deferves, on many ac- 


4 


unts, to be recommended to every one, who is defirous of know- 


i! nife! lf. ‘Jen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 
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MATHEMATICS. 
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Arv.iv. Leipfic. . Griindlicher Unterricht von dem Gebrauche der 


Doufale, Sc. Inflructions for the Ufe of the Compafs in practical 
Hz Geometry, 
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100 LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Geometry, by J. Theoph. Riedel. 8vo. 216p. 12 plates, 

1795. 

Few have taken fufficient pains to determine the degree of ac- 
curacy which the compafs admits, the methods of proving it, the 
means of correéting the faults difcovered, and other things ne- 
ceflary to be known in the ufe of this inftrument, which certainly 
deferved to be the fubjeét of a diftin@ treatife like the prefent; a 
treatife which will leave the reader in no poirt unfatished, if he be 
not 2 mere mechanic. With the method of afcertaining the va- 
riation of the needle, without previoufly drawing a meridian hne, 
we were particularly pleated. Fen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 


ARCHITECTURE. 


Art. v. Berlin. Sammlung nitzlicher Auffatue snd Nachrichten, 
die Baukunfi betrefend, Ec. A collection of ufeful Effays and Ac- 
counts relative to Architecture. For young Architeéts, and 
Lovers of the Science. Publithed by fome Members of the Royal 
Pruffian Upper Architeéiural Department. For the Year 1797- 
Vol. 1. gto. 194 p. Vol. Il. 128 p. with plates. 


This periodical work, to judge from the fituation of the editors, 
and the execution of thefe two parts, promifes to afford much in- 
ftruétion on architectural fubjects. Jen. Alig. Lit. Zeit. 


Arr. vi. Handy b der Land- Bau-Kunf, €Se. The rural Archi- 
tect’s Manual, principally with a View to the Conftruétion of 
Dwelling Houfes, and other neceflary Buildings, by D. Gilly. 


Vol. I. 4to. 297 p. with plates. 1797. 


af 

Notwithftanding all that has been publifhed in Germay on the 
fubject of rural archite¢ture, a complete and comprehenfive manual 
was yet wanting ; and this Mr. G. has undertaken to fupply. The 
preient N olume has an indifpatable claim to the praife of method, 
clearneis, precifion, and, with a few exceptions, fullnefs. We have 
not only read x with pleafure, but in fome points with inftruétion, 
and believe ourfe!ves fully juftihed in recommending it to all young 
builders, and thoie who have any concern in the fubjedt. 


Jen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 


Arr. Vine Ueber Erfindung, Confiru&ion, und Vortheile der Beoblen- 
Dacher, Sc. On the Invention, Conftraétion, and Advantages 
of Roofs formed of Planks, with a particular View to the ori- 
ginal Writing of their Inventor, by D. Gilly. 4to. 77 p- 
> coloured plates. 1797. , 

Phis is a very interefting work on the fubje& of roofs. 


Jen. Alig. Lit. Zeit. 


HISTORY OF LITERATURE. 

Aat.viti. Zurich. 

celebrated Men, 

XXV, p. 328]. 
y 


Lebenfc/chreibungen beriuh mter, fe. Lives of 
&c. [iee our Rey. Vol. xx1i1, p. 447, Vol. 
Vol. isi, 8¥O. 524 p. 1797. 

Prof. 





















PHILOLOGY. Tor 


Prof, Meiners has dedicated the whole of this volume to Ulrich 
yon Hutten, which may feem fomewhat fuperfluous, after what has 
already been written refpeéting him, particularly in modern times. 
Yet, after comparing this work of prof. M. with what has hitherto 
appeared on the fubject of this man, who perhaps fands fingle in 
his kind, not excluding what has been laborioufly colleéted by 
Burckhard, Hutten’s principal biographer, we are of a different 
opinion; and our attention has for fome time been particularly 
turned to this celebrated knight, whofe works we have colleéted, 
as far as was in our power, with diligence, and read with delight. 
We muft obferve, that the Denkmal Ulrichs vou Hutten ['Tribute to 
the memory of Ulrich of Hutten, tranflated by A. Aufrere: fee 
our Rev. Vol. IV, p. 163], noticed by prof. M., and prefixed by 
Wagenfeil to the firft volume of his intended edition of Hutten’s 
works, which unfortunately did not meet with fufficient encourage- 
ment, was not written by Goethe, probably the author of the 
fhort eflay in the German Mercury, for february, 1776, but by 
Herder, who has recently inferted it, with corre¢tions, in the fifth 
collection of his Zerffreaten Blatter, ‘ Loote Leaves.’ Prof. M. has 
fubjoined to this volume two of Hutten’s warks; « A Complaint 
and Caution againft the immoderate unchriftian Power of the Pope 
of Rome, and the ungodly Clergy ;’ and * An Exculpation from 
fome falfe Affertions.’ Jen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 


Art.1x. Magdeburgh. Biographifche and Iiterarifche Notix von 
Johann Winkelmann, ce. A biographical and literary Account 
of J. Winkelmann,—by J. Gurlitt. 4to. 38p. 1797. 

We here find feveral new anecdotes of W.’s early life, and more 
accurate accounts of fome doubtful circumitances in it. 
Fen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 
Art. x. Lifbon. The library of the celebrated Metaftatio, con- 
filing of fome thoufand volumes, chiefly {plendid editions of claflical 
authors, has been puarchafed from his heirs for the royal library at 
Lifbon, by Dr. Aloyfius Careno. 


PHIL@LOGY. 


Aet. x1. Leipfie. Hebraifehe Sprachlebre,€&c. Hebrew Grammar, 
by J. Severin Vater. With a Criticifm on the Methods of Danz 
and Meiner in the Preface. 8vo. 542 p. 1797. 


With a few faults, of no great moment, this grammar contains 
many new, excellent, and ftriking remarks: We cannot recom- 
mend a better to any one, who would ftudy hebrew thoroughly, 
and without any falfe art; and he who has been accuftomed to 
other grammars will receive inftruétion from it. 

Jen. Allg. Lit. Zeit. 
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it ® Discoveries im SCIENCES, and inventions and improvements 
tik | yn the mechanical arts, are of a precife and determinate nature, 
eet that admits, as they rife, of eafy and accurate defcription. The 
we th vicifitudes in the liberal or fine arts are not fo quick, or cafily 
aitas marked. The taite of a century or age may be defcribed ; not 

tha that of a month or year. In former numbers of this paper, we 

: 3 4 have glanced at this fubjeét. In the prefent number, accord- 
a ing to a former engagement, we fhail commence our obfervations 
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a on the Active World, in 1798*, by a fummary review of the pre- 
e {ent ftate of the imitative arts, as well as af the fciences, in this 
' country.—And firit of 
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5 POETRY. 
7] 
fea Fo take a retrofpect of the progrefs of the mufe of poetry 
if. 4 from what has been called the auguitan age of queen Anne, we 
if 3 fall find that her efforts have been frequent, and vigorous, but 
rea F not in very many intiances happy and fuccefsful. 
44 Pope, who was confidered as the great pra@ical luminary, was 
faa rather a fmooth and elegant verfifier, than a poetic genius. His 
aes philofophy was borrowed from Shaftefoury and Bolincbroke ; and, 
: even in point of morals, his grand torte, his Eloifa and Abelard 
: has done more mifchief, than all his moral Writings have done 
Be good. fis tranflation of Homer, for which he was greatly in- 
att debted to the labours of others, is his beft, and, indeed. an ad- 
mirable work. 


His reputation as a poet, and this is a proof of 
the true eritical ipirit of the pretent age, 1S in a rapid decline. 
le te £21) Behl} S wed 4 ite. at ' 
He is fill held in high and jut eftimation, for efchewing foreign 
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though tafte in the arts be ano 





peration of the mind only, 
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yet it influences and leads immediately to a very great proportion 


of the active purfuits of men, 
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phrafes and idioms, and maintaining the purity of the englith lan- 
euage. Addifon, who was an elegant icholar, and juit critic, 
wrote decent verie. Parnel, fuperiour to Additon as a poet, was 
claflical and elegant; but did not pofleis much of the native fire 
, of poetry. Kowe, in his plays and tranilations, was foinetimes 
energetic, frequently pathetic, with an ealy flow of veriitication ; 
but deficient in varicty, and too florid. The prettineffes of the 
poctic art too often feduced him from attention to the dignity. 
A number of verie-makers, following authors who had attuned 
the public mind to poetry, appeared at the fame time, as candidates 
for the laurel: to whom Dr. Johnfon, by preferving them in his. 
biography, has paid too high acompliment. The doctor, writing, 
in general, more tor the ready penny, than for fame, found it an 
eaiy matter to difpatch the unimportant characters he took in 
hand ; as it required very {mali powers of criticifm to difcufs cheir 
merits. Young, whofe mind was of a highly poetical order, but, 
from a falfe taiie, hunting .after fubticties (allowable, perhaps, in: 
metaphy tics, logic, to which his genius was naturally turned, but 
by no means in poetry ) and, through an undifciplined impetuofity, 
bounding fometimes into the obicure, fill, with all his: faults, 
fuilained the honour ot the britifh mufe. His Night Thoughts 
exhibit a very uncommon depth of comprehenfion, united to greag 
vigour of language. ‘Loo riotous in figurative expreflion, he be- 
comes, to common conceptions, difficult ; and confequently could 
not expect many readers. Nevertheleis, few authors have been 
fo univerfally perufed and admired. Thomfon fuceeeded Young 
in publication, and will do honour to the british Parnaffus, whilit 
fublime views, and piciurefque defeription, pofiefs a charm, At 
the time of his ed: cation, or the formation of his mind, the 
baconian method of invettigation, and the newtonian philofophy, 
founded on that fyitem, univerfally prevailed ; detached the minds 
ot the ingenious youth fromthe mere mines of antiquity, and the 
mere imitation of the ancients, and fixed attention on the book of , 
nature. ‘Ihe truc mufe that animated the poet was philofophy. 
The teafons of ‘Chomfon are a philofophical picture of nature, 
phyfical and moral, His tragedies breathe the purelt morals, the 
tendereil icntimenats, and nobleft principles of liberty; on which 
fubject he wrote a poem, in the fpirit of Greece and Rome, un- 
cer that title. Collins, of equal poetic powers, though lefs 
comprehenfive in his knowledge and views, was found as worthy, 
» well difpofed, to lament his early death, and celebrate his un- 
ipotted fame. Akeniide, Armftrong, and others, bred in the fcbool 
of Thomfon, though unequal in poetic powers, imitated him, not 
unhappily, in philofophical defeription, But the nobleit difciple of 
this {chool, ot philoiophy; defcribed in the charms of poetry, 1s 
Dr. Darwin, author ot the Botanic Garden. Though it be evi- 
cent, that Dr. Darwin has perufed with admiration, which always 
commands a degree of imitation, the Seafons of Thomfon, we do 
hot athrm that he is his fole model. It appears to us, that the doctor 
is alfo intimately acquainted with Lucretius, and the Georgics of 
Virgil. Soon after Thomfon, came Mafon, Gray, Churchill, and 
Shenitone, The firft, by his Caraétacus and Elfrida, foon ob- 
H 2 tained 
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tained aclaffical reputation; they are works of fplendid declama- 
tion. As for pathos, fo neceflary a _— of the tragic mufe, 
the author knew nothing about it. Mafon was a poet made by 
education; nor can we except Gray from the fame clafhfication, 
notwithftanding his pretty and popular elegy. Churchill was 

flefled of the fpirit of Juvenal; very little poetry pervades his 

bours: a good deal of ftrength, and much malignity. Shen- 
ftone was a thrub on the mountain: bating the School-mittrets, 
which is a mafterpiece in it’s kind, and a few lines, to be picked 
from a few ballads, he has no other merit to recominend him. 
Nor mu‘ we omit Glover, whofe Leonidas, though pompous, dry, 
and uninterelling, was lucky enough to gain admirers. By a 
natural tranfition, we pafs from Glover to Wilkie, author of the 
Epigoniad, and of fome tables. His fables, in fimplicity at leatt, 
if not always in’aptitude and beauty, refemble, as they are evi- 
dently intended to refemble thofe of Gay. In his Epigoniad, 
he equals, at leait, the harmony of Pope’s verfification, and 
excels him in variety of cadence; while he enters with a wonder- 
ful verfatilicy of mind and knowledge of the circumftances and 
charatier of the heroic ages of Greece, into the very {pint and 
foul of Homer; yet Wilkie fcarcely deterves to be ranked among 
the poets. He was an ingenious philofopher, natural and moral, 
and is reported to have betaken himfelf to the ftudy and praétice 
of poetry, according to his own confeffion, only in compliance 
with the tafle that prevailed in his early years, and as the mof 

obable means of gaining patronage. We have not noticed in 
his proper place, the fcortifh poet Allan Kamfay, whofe genius, 
though bred only to the lowly profeffion of a barber, and though 
he wrote in the feortifh dialect, rendered, by the union of the 
crown and kingdom of Scotland with rhofe of England, uncouth 
and unfafhionable, and not eajfily intelligible to the greater part 
of englith readers, bas yet burft through the cloud of all thefe 
difadvantages; fuch is the magic power and infeClion of genuine 
nature ; and obtained a name, until the fcottith dialect thall become 
totally extin¢t, neverto die. The fame, and even fuperiour praife, 
we hefitate not to beftow on the ftcortifh bard, a ploughman of 
Airfhire, but initiated into the rudiments~ of literature, as is 
common even among the lower ranks of Scotland, the celebrated 
Robert Burn. it was believed for fome time at Edinburgh, that 
the Gentle Shepherd, and other poems, were the productions of 
Mr. Hamilton of Bangour; but time has confirmed, beyond all 
doubt, the title of the real author, Allan Ramfay. 

We have not in this fketch faid any thing of Swift, and Arbuth- 
not, who were not fo much to be confidered as poets, as men of 
wit, burlefquing poetry, and expreffing wit and humour in mea- 
fure and rhyme. On the whole, the prefent century has been far 
lefs difting ilhed than the laft, by the genuine and original ftrains 
of poetry.-—All poetry ts, indeed, original; but we ufe this term 
tor the purpote of recalling the diftinction between the poet and 
the man of rhymes. We now come to ov. own times. 
ain we sre Cowper, though at times uncommonly pro- 

c us, abounds with original thoughts and a fervour of 
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expreffion; his reputation is confiderable, and he deferves it. 
When a man writes in blank verfe, there is a dignity that fhould 
not be deferted. ‘To be profaic and tame is little lefs than bur- 
lefque. There are other writers too, the ainxora fidera of nd ig 
fent hour, fuch as Mr. Jerningham, Mr. Merry, Mr. Gifford, 
&c., with a number of ladies, who have gained attention.— 
Among thele Mrs. Greville, author ot the fine and delicately ten- 
der Ode to Indifierence, and Mrs. Barbauid are particularly dif- 
tinguifhed; and may probably, indeed. furvive ‘the prefent day, 
and be tranfinitted to future ages. Nor would tre fine feelings, 
the rich tancy, and the glowing colours of Mrs. Robinfon be vul- 
ar or ineffectual claims to praife, if her native mufe were not 
rainted with the affeled airs and difgutting conceits of Della Crufca. 
Her firft novel, written in that falfe talle, is greatly inferior 
ro her Jaftrwo, in which itis abandoned. Let this be a hint to her 
muie. Wemuft alfo diflinguifh from the herd of rhymers, the un- 
known author of the Heroic Epiitle to Sir William Chambers: A 
Poiticript te the Heroic Epiiile: and an Epiltle to Dr. Shebbeare. 
Thefe three poems are full of {pirit, and of as elerant fatire as ever 
has been produced in the englifth language. But he, who in the 
prefent time beit deferves the name of poet, and leaves all his con- 
temporaries far behind him, is Dr. Walcott, who, under the name 
of Peter Pindar, has delighted and charmed us in fuch a variety of 
pieces on various fubjects, but chietiy fuch as prefent themfelves 
trom time to time to the public attention; equally powerful in the 
ludicrous and pathetic; not more acute to difcern the incongruity 
of folly, and the deformity of vice, than penetrating to difcern the 
more delicate features, and prompt to praile every dikinguifhed exe 
ertion of virtue. The humour and the whole manner ot this writer 
are fui geweris, and perfectly his own. ~ He draws from life and na- 
turc; but thefe he furveys fometimes with an arch, fometimes with 
a melting eye*. He chaftens the luxuriant and extravagant mirth 
of Rabelais, by the reafoned wit of Switt, and feafons it with the 
fafcinating humour of Arbuthnot; while at other times he is more 
tender than Hammond, and at others equals Juvenal himfelf in 
nervous indignation. Though it has not been fami that ever he 
writes ill, it has been infinuated, that he makes his mufe too 
cheap, by employing her too often on the public ftage. There 
is one fubje&t, which we recommend to his notice, and which és 
worthy of his fire. A Jady of the firftsorder in ftation, accomplifh- 





* Peter‘Pindar has drawn great admiration on the continent, 
¢ven among many who contemplate his beauties under the veil of 
a tranflation ; and is a proof ot how much importance a man of 
uncommon genius and celebrity is to his country. Kofciufko, 
the celebrated polifh hero, who acquired fome knowledge of the 
englifh tongue in America, is a great admirer of Peter Pindar, 
whofe works were his conitant companions when in confinement 
in Rufflia, and afterwards on his voyage from St. Peterfourgh to 
London. When he was here.a few months ago, being unable 
from indifpofition to wait on the poet, he fent tor him, and con- 
verfed with ian’ He fent him a prefent of fome falernian wine. 
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ments, and virtues, neglected and infulted though a ftranger; a 
kind of prifoner in a land of liberty; an or it-caft in the midd ot 
relations ; and equally avoided by the worfhippers of the rifing 
and fettine fun! When fuch things are recordedin hiitory, cither 
little credit is given tothe hiftorian, or the nation that futhess them 
is contidered as barbarous. It belongs to the generous feelings of 
1 true poet, to ene the afflicted, and vindicate the honour of his 
times anc count! 
This ent og of the prefent ftate of the arts and fciences, 


to be refumed in our next. 


We have not forgotten, and fall not be unmindful of our engave- 
ment, to keep an attentive cye, and from time to time to give an 
ocanneet ot 

Universities, and other famous Semrnarties of learning: a 
fubject on w hich we have begun to make fome remarks in our laft 
two numbers. In thefe we have given a fketch of the origin of 
waiveruties in human nature, and fome modifications they have 
undergone trom the operation of varying circumftances and 
opinions. We have made fome obfervations applicable to the pre- 
fent itate of all he ete but of Oxford and Cambridge our 
accounts have been more particular. We fhould now go on in 
a tour through the moft noted univertitics; and firft of courfe 
with what remain to be noticed in our own ifland, thofe of 
Seotland; if we did not conceive it to be good economy to re- 
turn, without farther delay, to our circle of 1. Agriculture. 2. 
Arts and Sciences. 3. Commerce. Thefe are the moft im port- 
ant objects of our Retrofpect. They muait not be kept too long 

out of view; and attention, as wellas ev ery power of the mind, is 
u onderfully savivorated, as well as the imagination relieved and 
pak d by vanety™. Having taken a brief furvey of inventions 
and difcoveries under our three grand heads, we fhall return to 
the ftate of univerfities, in our number tor the month of april. 

Thoueh the tollow ins yr notices mi ight, with equal propriety, be 
introduced under the head of revenue, or in general political eco 
nomy, we tem claf ed them under that of 


AGRISULTURE, 
thes have a near connexion, and to which they afford 
ereat cncouragement. 
~The feenes, which, in their importance, are but, in fact, come 
mencing on the celebrated and clatiic theatre of great actions, Italy, 
have arranged themfelves around Milan, which they have, as it 
Neprb sinus 3 «4 thei ir capital, That populous and rich city has 
advantages, which are not generally known ; and it is not, perhaps, 
the mere accident of war, that bas induced Buonaparte, to pitch 
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Hence the charm of books of anecdotes, though unconnefied 
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upon this as the centre of anew roman commonwealth. The 
Mi lanefe is not only the richeft country in Europe, but the beft re- 
culated in refpect to the divifion and cultivation of the foil, and 
the mode of collecting the public revenue. Every field of this 
duchy has been furveyed. The map of the whole country is 
at the exc hequer upon the largeft and a fubdivided {fcale: fo that 
every farmer can there fee his own pa irticular {pot, and the fum he 
hasto pay togovernment. All fales of land are merely a regiftered 
transfer on this map, fo that.all the expenfes of convey ancing and 
title deeds have long ‘fnce been faved tothe milanefe. The fame 
arrangement faves the people from the vexations of tax-gatherers. 
For every community or diftrict affociates, and, knowing ‘the exact 
dues of government, they pay the whole into the hands of their 
own members, who tranfmit the whole, and frequently in advance, 


to the public exchequer. The paroc hial and highway expen{es 
are fettled in the fame manner, and affeffed by the fame proporuon 
of the landed intereft of every proprictor. Such a regifier of pof- 


{efions and one | is, in the french ]: ang age, called cadaftre. 
They, who would with to fee the cadaftre of Milan, may y farisfy 
their curiofity by applying to the fecretary of the board ‘of acre 
culture. A centleman, a member of that board, who was in Milan 
in 1791, and honoured with much attention by the late emperor 
Leopold, obtained a copy of the cadaltre, and having had it 
tranilated into different languages, difpat ched it to the board. Ie 
is the copy that was made out forthe emperor; and the arrange- 
ments which it contains are found to b eara neat affinity to Akbar’s 
celebrated afiatic regulations for meafuring the land, and collett- 
ing the revenue of Bencal, where they fill prevail. Much has 
been written on the fubject of this cadat {tre in the french Encyclo- 
pedia. The emperor Ere endeavoured to introduce it through- 
out all his dominions: but with his ufual precipitation, and with- 
out aye regard to ¢ bie ig opinions and circemftances, and thereby 
nearly ec dageneral revolt. .In the time of Lewis XV, all 
Trance was begun to.be furveyed for a fimilar end tothat attempt- 
tev jofeph, andin Milan effeed by Leopold. But the plan 
was counteracted by the lawyers and revenue offieers. The idea 
of introducing the cadaftre of Milan into France has lately been 
reyivwed, We find, in the late debates in the council of five hun- 
dred, a petition to have the whole empire furveyed and regulated 
on this ? lan, which petition was referred to a ere and 

affuredly, on the return of peace, will not be neglefed. 

tris confeffe d, that this enrolment, with the purpofes to which 
it 4s applied, is not a recent invention. We have fomething very 
like it in our own doom’s- day regiftration. In ancient times, and 
in the middle-age, before the univerfal reign of commerce, it was 
as comm@n as natural, for fov ereign princes to number the peo- 
ple, and alfo to form an eitimate of their fubftance, that they 
might know the itrength of the nation, and what they had to rely 
on, in war, or any other undertaking. Why then introduce into 
our Monthly Retrofpea an invention fo far from being recent? 
Though the invention be not recent, the exiftence and i importance 
oi the invention is to be numbered, in this ifland, among recent 
1 difcoveries ; 
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difcoveries ; it appears to us of the greateft magnitude. We en- 
tirely fubferibe to the confiderations,that induced the gentleman 
above-mentioned, whom we highly refpect, to take the trouble of 
having the cadailre of Milan tranilated into different languages 
for the good of mankind, and particularly fending a copy for the 
benefit of his native country; which confiderations were thefe;: 
that, if the {pirit of this plan, which at once afcertains the value 
and property of the foil, and collects the public revenue, without 
either expenfe or patronage, be once fairly united with a conit- 
tution of government fimilar to that with which we are (or were) 
bleft, in this country, civilization will then acquire a ftability 
equally independent ot tyranny on ene hand, and infurrection on 
the other. While this mode of collecting taxes would take away 
the enormous intiucnce of the crown in the complicated iyftem of 
collection, it would be a great faving of expenfe to the nation. 
An eafyopportunity of introducing this plan intothis ifland is offered 
by the occaiion of diilributing the waite lands; a defign which we 
hope is not abandoned, but to be refumed as foon as pofible. On 
this oceafion, fuch atenure of landed property may be eftablifhed 
without the leaft inconvenience, as may ferve as a model to be 
imitated gradually by the legiflature, and by landholders in their 
leafes to tenants, as opportunities may invite, or circumftances 
permit. But infead of fixing acertain rate, to be paid to governe 
ment, in perpetuity, it would be more equitable, as well as more 
readily and eafily carried into execution, to affefs, in liewof all other 
taxes, a certain proportion of the landed rent. It is, perhaps, to 
the cadafire of Milan, now brought into genewal notice by the 

atriotiim of indjwiduals, and particularly by the public councils of 
Pance, that we oughg to trace certain ufeful projects that are now 
flarted, and that claim the attention and the gratitude of the 
public, as that of Mr. Gray, for an 


EQUAL, GENERAL, AND INCREASED LAND-TAX, IN LIEU OF 
ALL OTHERS. 


Mr. Gray’s dottrine is this; that fince manufactures (how- 
ever they may circulate money from one private hand to another) 
yield no revenue to the ftate, and the land is ultimately found to 
yield the whole, the public fupply ought to arife from a land-tax; 
and that our prefent financial fyftem is a jumble of abfurdity, 
which ought to be gradually abolifhed. Mr. Pitt has at length 
made an attempt to get rid of the moft pernicious fyftem of fund- 
ing, by bis new plan of taxation for thjs year; but he has mif- 
taken the proper object. Infiead of tripling the affeffed taxes, he 
ought to have —- and doubled, or, if neceflary, tripled the 
land-tax ; at prefent not only fo low, but fo fcandaloufly difpra- 
wees that fome poffeffors of eftates ftand nearly etemp 

rom public burdens. It is clearly demonftrable, too, that of all : 
taxcs a land-tax is the moft conflitutional. Military fervice for 
the defence of the flate was the univerfa] tenure, acceading to the 
feudal fyftem of our conttitution.—See our account of rh- Efeatial 
Principles of the Wealth of Nations, in our review of books for 
tember lait; an efflay that greatly merits the attentiGn of t ’ 
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ublic. Nearly a-kin alfo to the fpirit of the milanefe cadaftre 
1s a plan lately deviled, and foon, we are informed, to be laid 
before the legiflature and the public, for 


THE SUPPLYING OF LONDON WITH BREAD, 


at an uniform price from one year to another, according to an 
annual affize, on a fyitem, that may be adopted by every corpo 
ration in the kingdom, would give encouragement to agriculture, 
and prevent an extravagant rife of prices in cafe of a future 
fcanty harvett. j 

In perfect conformity with the fpirit of the above plans ts afcheme 
juft publithed*, for {trengthening the hands of government, and, 
at the fame time, relicving the country from much oppreilion, 
confufion, and confequently difcontent. It is propofed, that each 
individual, or collective body, holding property ciher in land, 
mortgage, government, or eaft-india funds, fhould be taxed ad 
valorem of their refpective property ; and that a power fhould be 
vefted in the hands of government, to call on the different diftricts, 
according to emergencies, for a quota of men fit to carry arms. 
In fhort, the plan propofes a vigorous union of purfe and perfons, 
We fee how much is done on the continent without much money, 
and how little, in fa@, we are able to do with it; at leaft, compa- 
ratively fpcaking. The plan alluded to would fave a great deal 
of money, by having recourfe to perfonal fervices, agreeably to 
our original conftitution ; and unite rural occupation with military 
exercife, as in Prutlia, and other parts of the continent, There 
has been a tendency, tor near two centuries, to meafure every thing 
by money, and to facrifice every thing to commerce. The tide is 
beginning to turn; we begin to perceive, that fteel is better than 
gold; pecuniary of lefs value than phylical wealth; and com. 
merce of inferiour importance to agriculture. 


> ©@-GD @ 0° <a —- 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


Tre councils of France, uniting the deepeft policy with the 
greateft ferocity, maintain their armies by contributions, while 
they labour to cut the finews of our ttrength, manufactures, and 
commerce, by excluding us from all the great ports of Europe.’ 
Proceeding in this plan, they have demanded a /oan from Ham- 
burgh, with the expulfion of the englifh; and begun to feize 
and confifcate englith merchandife, wherever they can find it, 
in their own fhops and warchoufes, or in the fhips of neutral na- 
tions. All this is an open violation of the rights of nations. 
But it would be idle, to declaim on this point. ‘The french do 
not pretend to be directed in their conduét by either morality or 
religion. The only points that merit and command our attention 
are, what will be the refult of a conduct fo violent and unufual ? 
And what can the englifh nation oppofe to the fyftem of her 
enemy for the protection of her trade? The rulers of the repub- 
he appeared for many months to connive at atrade with England, 
and even encourage it; thus the poor merchants of France were 





* By a freebolder of the county of York.—Robisfons, ss 
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ledinto a inare. When their warehoufes were full, the dired tory 
feized their prey. Ne utral veffels have alfo been feized, and, in 
forme infances, itis faid, detat ned, although the articles they Cone 
tained were notenelifh. It remains to be fcen, whether this con. 
duct will reafe an effeQual oppolition to the prefent government 
f France, at home, or among foreign nations. They are butily 
employed 1 buildime ratts, flo. iting iflands of W ood, for the trane 
a5 1S GIN en out, tothis fland. The french 
nation have done wonders in the way of invention, as weil as of 
courage ; vet it feems fo be the opinion of the bett judges, that 


, 2 . : - ’ . 9 
fuch ponacrous bodies of fo broad a fui face, aha without a pros, 


porto! able elewation at the extre i if they could be directed, 
would run the great t danger either of being torn to pieces by the 
tion of the fea, or of four dering. ‘The mitt probable opinion is, 
er all this mighty contract ion of rafts, they 1 will, if 
they Nat us at tall, make their attemps in difierent parties, in 
veilels or rowboats at the fame time, on different parts of Britain 
id Ireland. But what we have molt reafon to be afraid of is 
rocraftination. Nothing better, probably, than an actual and 
peedy invafion cou ‘rn happen to us. It 1s proti atted and accus 
mulated expenic we have to dread; w hich, wns it exh autts the 
refources of government, difpirits and diffatistics the people. Still 
there is a party in France friendly to order da moral principles, 
at the head of which are Barras and Buonaparte. Were thefe 
men to eain a decided afgendency in the fate, and were we fo 
meet them fairly in the fpirit of the fourteenth article of the 
peace | between the re publi c and the emperor, general peace and 
concord might be found on the gencral reprefiion ot anarchy, 
agreeably to the plan of the late emperor, who did not mean to 
carry his arms arainft Me new republic, until a confederacy 
fhould be fermed among the independent ae rs, for the prevens 
tion of anare by on the one hand, and ambitious conqucft on the 
other; juch a contcderacy as was sekeiied by Henry 1v of 
France, and has fince been recommended by cilfferent writers. 
To ad opt this plan, fovereicn powers will sot be per rfuaded by 
reafoning; but they may probably be a to it by the courfe ot 
attairs ; which will emphatically y imprefs on the minds of rhe na- 
tions, and even thefe of miniilers and kines, the expenfes of 
war, and the difficulties and « gers which thefe involve. It is 
ap ITY » that it is on ly by dr ct iL mis torta! nes, that urope will Jearn 
to know, that her real glory, as well as happinefs, confifts in the union, 
peace, and harmonious intercourfe of ‘one federative ftate. It is to 
the language of moral principles, and reafonable conceflion, that we 
muft return, if we really with tor peace. ‘That petulant abufe, which 
difgraces fo many of Our Orators in parliament, will undoubtedly be 
conc ndemne d, on cool reflection, by all parties. Let us {peak candidly : 
the french bully the nations at land; the englith at fea: both muft 
lower their tone, and pay refpect to the rights and juft claims of other 
nations. Our young and vulgar ft atefmen, unaccuttomed to reftraint, 
impatient of control, and neither corrested, nor, indeed, it would 
appear, greatly difgraced by uniform blunders and misfortunes, ob- 
ftinately continue to calculate their policy by litrle peri onal snterefts, 
er popular prejudices on the objects of the day, without attending to 
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she chance that has taken place in public opinion, and in the flate of 
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SPAIN AND PORTUGA 


Lisgon, and the Tagus, are ftill in the poffeffion of the englifh, 
though hoi bilit ties are certainly intended by ‘the republic again{t Por- 
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ITALY 


Appears to be on the eve of burfting into frefh convulfions. We 
have not yet gotten to the bottom of the late infurrection at Rome; but 
one thing is pretty certa in: the fecular power of the pope is at an end. 
Whatever patrimony, either from piety or policy , may be left to the 
fucceflors of St. Peter, te pope will no longer be reckoned among 


{i verelvt vn princes. 
GERMANY. 


Tue french fill threaten Switzerland. Whether do they want a 
contribution, or fome extention of territory, as Bafle, towards the 
fource of the Rhine Perhaps bo ' Will the french be contented 
with making the Rhine the boundary of their empire? or will they 
not rather, according to their fyi em of robbery on a great fcale, im- 
pofe a duty on the navigation of that great river? ‘They feem deter- 
mined to keep certain poits, that fecure their entrance at ai 1y time into 
Germany. In Germany there are, in ta¢t, only two independ: nt 
powers at the prefent moment. How the french and empe ror have 
difpofed of the ftates and oe es we do not yetknow; but the king of 
Pruffia ordered the duke of Brunfwic to difmifs the emigrants, as if 
the duke had been his vail Tal. ‘The fenate and people ot Hamburgh 
have refufed tocomply with the requifitions of the republic ; this gives 
credibility to the report, that a coniederation is a; greed on among the 
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NORTHERN POWERS, 


for the purpofe of maintaining the freedom of the feas. It is, indeed, 
high time. If the french be ‘permitted t to extend their dominion from 
the Rhine to the Elbe, will they not carry it onward to the Baltic? 
According to sified al ppear: ances, the ful eR ion, or the independence 
of Europe, depends on the fate of the very {mall ftate of Hamburgh. 
ls it even the intereft of the king of Prufita, that the united voice of 

Auttria and France fhonld be obeyed on the Elbe with trembiing fub- 
nifion? Would nota wile pr rince be jealous of fuch a co: pbination, 
and rather attach himfelf to tue northern powers that toy ppofe them? 
We fee but a very fhort way into futurity. Whocan fay what will be 
the ftate of Italy, of Germany, or of France herfelf, proud and i impc- 
rious as fhe now is, three years hence? Strong parties are formed in 
the new italian repubii es; there is great unwi fiche ti efs in the countries 
fituate on the lett of the Rhine, to be incorporated with France 5 
the dutch have refufed to fwear hatred to ariltocracy and monarchy. 
In all thefe circum iiances, we can difcern the probability of future 
and approaching ‘trugeles; but the political ftorm will clear up, at 
lat, and we hope the “influence of reafon and moderation, with re- 
gard to the rights o of nations, as well as of men, return, 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


Tue enemy point their darts at our moft vital parts: our ifand and 
capital, and our commerce ; yet initead of uniting univerfally for de- 


fence, we are engaged in mutual accufations of one party againft an 
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: i other. The conitant iffue of the contett in France has been, not only 
i io | the increafe of her external power and alliances, but alfo of internal 
Pit woanimity; while, on the contrary, the iflue of party contention in 
' i : our ifland isa ftretch of power and prerogative on one hand, and of 
al? . either fullen fecefion, or combination againft the exifting adminiftra- 
% tion, on the other. Of this laft we have recently had an inftance 
nal! 3 that fecms alarming. Two thoufand perfons, and among thefe many of 
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the firft confeguence for all that gives political importance, affembled 
for the purpote of celebrating the birth day of Mr. Fox. The pres 
mier duke of England, not more diftinguifhed by rank and fortune 
oh than the uniform confitteney of his political conduct, and for 
Tey found judgment, gave as a toafl, our sovEREIGN: the majefly of 
4 the people. And be remarked, that general Wafhington had not 
ye more than twothoufand perfons about him, when he laid the 
4 foundation of american liberty. This looks fomewhat like an 
invitation to general affociations and a national convention. 

It is true that the war, on our parts, was rafhly begun, notwith- 
| fianding the prophetic warnings of Mr. Fox, the marquis of Lanf- 
« down, and others; and moft miferably as well as unfortunately 
: conducted, exceptat fea, after we were driven to mere naval war 
by neceflity, not led by choice. It is alfo true, that the language 
ot haughtineds and arrogance in the midit of folly and misfortune 6 
' provoking: yet fomethimg mutt be allowed to early elevation, and 
| dong continuance of the minifter in office ; toa miftake, which feems 
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to be very natural to enclifhmen, of eloquence for ability; to rhe 
crowd of lawyers and others, who rally around him, and defend 
with much plaulibility all that he does; to his freedom from ava- 
zice and perional rapacity ; to the tincerity of his endeavours ac- 
cording to the beit of his abilities; and alio to the memory of his 
Hluftrious. father. In fact, much of our refentment or admiration 
of minifters w ould ceate, if we duly confidered, that human affairs, 
‘| on all great crites, find their own level by circumftances that we 
ii eannot foreice, meatures that we cannot regulate, and pafiions that 
wecannot control. If the nation be of opinion, that he wants ability» 
perhaps temper and inclination, by an addrefs to other euro 
powers, and feizing the popular ground of juft moral principles 
and extenfive views, to make peace; and that others may be found 
better qualified for fo great a tat: let petitions be prefented, 
agreeably to the conflitution, for difmiffing him from offices; but 
: let not a reform of parliament be preffed at the prefent moments 
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IRELAND, 


This country is fill torn by intefline difcontents and difcord; 
anc threatened as well as Britain with foreign invafion, 














